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Preface

Hl B On a warm spring day in 1990, the authors of this

textbook sat under a shade tree on a campus in
southern Texas and argued the merits of the text-
books they used in their classes. Each of the books
did something very well, but none of the books
seemed to meet the real needs of our students. As
professors at public universities, we knew that
many students’ formal skills lag behind their often
keen interest and strong commitment to learning.
And because we teach in universities located on
three of the nation’s borders—the Pacific Ocean, the
Atlantic and the Rio Grande—we also knew that
many of today’s students are culturally diverse and
a significant number of them have been educated
outside of the United States. The textbook we
dreamed of would help us teach the American past
to every student—both native-born and those new
to this country. We imagined a survey textbook that
did not demand much prior knowledge about
American history to understand and enjoy it, and
one that progressed sequentially to avoid confusing
students with topical digressions. It would provide
integrated and supportive learning aids to help
those students who were unfamiliar with the de-
mands of college-level study to comprehend and re-
tain what they have read.

As we talked, our “dream” textbook slowly took
shape. It was a narrative account of the American
past, firmly anchored by a political chronology that
framed the many centuries under discussion. It was
well written, with vivid descriptions of people and
places. It featured maps, paintings, photos, and
other visual aids that were not simply decorative,
but further developed the themes of the narrative.
Our dream book made every effort to communicate
with students, defining words that were part of the
formal language of scholarship and clarifying unfa-
miliar terms. Finally, the textbook presented history
as a dynamic process rather than an endless, in-
evitable procession of people, places, dates, and
events. This focus on history as a process promised
to encourage students to think historically and to
produce citizens who valued history.

Conversations like this one happen often when
college instructors get together. They usually end
with a wistful pledge: “Someday, we’ll sit down and
write that book ourselves!” What makes our conver-
sation unusual is that we were given the oppor-
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tunity to keep that promise. Making America is the
result.

Approach

Making America follows the course of American his-
tory from the earliest human settlements to the pres-
ent day. This is a remarkable story to tell—and a
complex one. A look at the table of contents will
show the reader that we have set this story within
an explicit political chronology. This structure has
the advantage of being basic and familiar to most
readers, and it is broad enough to accommodate
generous attention to social, economic, and diplo-
matic history. As scholars whose own work focuses
on the experience of women, American Indians, po-
litical behavior, labor, and international policymak-
ers, we wanted our book to integrate the best new
scholarship in these and other important fields. We
are confident that the political framework we have
chosen, like the loom on which a weaver works, al-
lows us to bring all these strands of the American
story together over thirty-two chapters.

In Making America, we have made a conscious
commitment to demonstrate the significance of race,
gender, social class, region, ethnic background, age,
and religion in shaping the historical experience of
Americans. Making America does not adopt the per-
spective of any single group within American soci-
ety as it narrates our national history. It does not tell
the story from the perspective of a single region ei-
ther. It does not assume that there is one group that
makes history and others that simply survive it.
Making America is built on the premise that all
Americans are historically active figures, playing
significant roles in creating the history the authors
narrate.

This view of history as the product of the ideas
and actions of all men and women, coupled with our
desire to show history as a dynamic process, led to
the creation of the ECCO model. ECCO is an
acronym for four fundamental aspects of the histori-
cal process: Expectations, Constraints, Choices, and
Outcomes. As we wrote, it helped the authors to or-
ganize the flow of the narrative. In execution, it also
functions as an integrated learning aid for the stu-



dent. In every chapter, Making America examines the
variety of expectations people held about their fu-
tures; the constraints of time, place, and multiple
social and economic factors that these historical fig-
ures faced; the choices they made, given the circum-
stances of their lives; and finally, the expected and
unexpected outcomes produced by their decisions.
The ECCO model does not force any historical in-
terpretations upon the student. Instead, it offers a
method by which students are able to understand
the past as a rich human experience.

Too often, students come away from a textbook
with the impression that people in the past behaved
very differently from people in the present. Unlike
themselves, their friends, their parents, or their na-
tion’s leaders, the historical women and men they
encounter seem never to be confused by the deci-
sions they face or uncertain about the consequences
of their actions. Indeed, a mood of inevitability
hangs over the lives of these past generations, as
they live out their roles as actors in a drama written
for them by destiny. Students find it difficult to re-
late to these earlier Americans who seem to inhabit
a world with too many simple answers and too
many clear solutions. Presenting the past in this
manner may make it more manageable, but it does
not make it good history. Making America offers stu-
dents a way of thinking about history that scholars
themselves employ as they research and reconstruct
the past. ECCO is a device that will reinforce the re-
ality of history as a dynamic, uncertain process, in-
crease students’ empathy for the men and women of
the past, and help them to analyze critically and re-
tain what they have read.

Themes

In keeping with our goal to create a clear and
straightforward narrative chronology, a central
theme in this text is the political development of the
nation. The creation and revision of its federal and
local governments, the contests over domestic and
diplomatic policies, and the internal and external
crises faced by the United States and its political in-
stitutions all play a major role in the book’s organi-
zation. The reader will find this theme of political
development throughout the book, for example, in
the discussion of events leading to the American
Revolution, in the detailed accounts of the constitu-
tional debates of the 1770s and the 1780s, in the
analysis of the political tensions and conflicts lead-
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ing to the Civil War, in the close attention to federal
Indian policy in the nineteenth century, in the exam-
ination of the American role in modern world wars,
in the contest over the role of the federal govern-
ment in the Great Depression, and in the economic
crises of recent eras.

Political development serves as a broad umbrella
for discussion of other significant themes as well.
Among these is the understanding of American his-
tory as a story of immigrant societies. To do justice
to this second theme, Making America explores not
only English and European immigration, but immi-
grant communities from Paleolithic times to the pres-
ent, including Indian societies before European
colonization, the creation of African-American cul-
ture within slavery, and the great migration from
the Pacific rim in recent time.

Making America’s third theme recognizes the
changing nature of relations between groups—
racial, ethnic, class, and gender relations. Thus,
Making America examines the changing nature of
gender roles over several centuries, the way that re-
lations between whites and African-Americans have
changed, the development of Anglo-Latino relations
(especially in the Southwest), and alterations in the
relations between employers and employees. This
book focuses on creating understanding about
groups, their relation to each other, and the way that
some groups have used politics to achieve their
goals and define their relations with other groups.

Our fourth theme focuses on the significance of
regional economies and cultures. This regional
theme is developed, for example, in the discussion
of the seventeenth and eighteenth century colonies,
and in the examination of the striking social and cul-
tural divergences that have existed between the
American southwest and the Atlantic coastal region.

A fifth theme is the rise and impact of large social
movements, prompted by changing material condi-
tions or by new ideas that challenge the status quo.
Making America explores movements such as the
Great Awakening of the 1740s, the reform efforts
of the early nineteenth century, including aboli-
tionism, temperance, and women’s rights, the Pro-
gressive Era, the emergence of organized labor,
third-party organizations, and the rise of a youth
culture in the post-World War II era.

The sixth, and final, theme is the relationship of
the United States to other nations, which also fits
well within the political framework of the text. Mak-
ing America explores in depth the causes and conse-
quences of this nation’s role in world conflict and
diplomacy, whether in the eighteenth and early
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nineteenth century struggles for dominance in Eu-
rope, the removal of Indian nations from their tribal
lands, the impact of American policies of isolation-
ism and interventionism, or the modern role of the
United States as a dominant player in world affairs.
These are not the only themes students will see
threading through the text, but they are themes we
believe are useful to identify from the beginning.

Learning Features

Each chapter in Making America follows the same
format. Before the students are asked to immerse
themselves in the past, we provide them with some
essential study aids for the task ahead. As they read
the narrative, we provide them with a second set of
aids, designed both to ensure the best communica-
tion between the authors and their readers and to
help bridge the gap between women and men of the
past and those who are trying to understand them
in the present. When the student has finished the
chapter, we provide a final set of aids to reinforce
what they have learned and to guide them if they
want to pursue a topic in greater depth.

Chapter-Opening Features

Each chapter of Making America begins by placing
historical events in space and in time. First, each
chapter begins with a map to set the scene for the
most significant events in the narrative to follow.
Second, a timeline locates the major political events
in the period under discussion within a larger time
frame. Third, students are given an outline of new
material they will encounter in the chapter. Fourth,
several critical thinking questions help students fo-
cus on the larger, overarching themes of the mate-
rial. Following the two pages of chapter-opening
material, a chapter introduction demonstrates the
dynamic process of history by applying the ECCO
model to the subject matter the students will
explore.

In-Text Features

As students read they will find a number of features
in each chapter designed to make the text more ac-
cessible and the people and events it portrays more
familiar. First, there are glossaries on each page that
define terms and explain their historically specific
usage in the narrative. These glossaries are precise

and informative. They help students build their vo-
cabularies and review for tests, and they reflect the
authors’ concern to communicate fully with their
student readers. Second, the introductory critical
thinking questions reappear at the beginning of
each major chapter section. Third, the chapter’s il-
lustrations provide an exciting visual connection to
the past. The caption for each illustration does more
than identify the artist, the scene, or the physical lo-
cation of an event; it also analyzes the subject of the
painting, photograph, or artifact and comments on
its significance. Finally, every chapter has an “Indi-
vidual Choices” feature that helps students under-
stand an important point raised in that chapter.
“Individual Choices” provides an intimate portrait
of individuals and how they arrived at a decision
that shaped their lives. These features dramatically
reinforce the essential point that historical events
are not inevitable occurrences, but are the result of
choices made by real people.

In addition, students are presented with a chance
to read the words of Americans of the past as they
debate over events or ideas that were critical in their
era. This “Voices” feature contains a document re-
lating to a controversial issue and quotations from
supporting and opposing voices on that issue. This
feature grew out of Making America’s conviction that
students can learn much from the archival material
through which the past speaks for itself.

End-of-Chapter Features

One of the most important obligations of a textbook
is to help students reflect on the new information
they have encountered and to suggest additional
sources for further study. Thus, each chapter con-
tains a summary of the chapter’s main topics made
dynamic by structuring it according to the ECCO
model. The text also provides suggestions for fur-
ther reading on events and personalities introduced
in the chapter. After the last chapter, there is a se-
lected bibliography citing the best scholarship in the
field, both old and new, which is provided to assist
professors and students who might want to explore
the historiographical debates on a topic.

At the heart of Making America is the fascinating
story of this nation’s past. It is told by scholars and
instructors who have a genuine enthusiasm for
retelling that story to others. Our abiding interest in
the experiences of earlier generations of Americans
is not lost in an overly abstract style or buried by a



narrative designed to impress students rather than
inform them. We tell America’s story clearly, and
people it with women and men who are depicted as
individuals rather than representative figures and
as complex historical actors rather than simple he-
roes or villains. Making America provides more than
a textbook that integrates new scholarship, raises
questions about causes and consequences of histori-
cal events, and provides analyses of historical devel-
opments. The authors know that, above all, a text is
a teaching tool, and we have designed Making Amer-
ica to be useful in the classrooms of our colleges and
universities. Its structure, the themes it emphasizes,
and the features it incorporates were chosen to as-
sist our colleagues in their efforts to communicate
effectively with students and impart to them a solid
knowledge of the American past.

Study and Teaching Aids

A number of useful learning and teaching aids ac-
company Making America. They are designed to help
the student get the most from the course and to pro-
vide the instructor with some useful teaching tools.
The two-volume Study Guide, written by Eli Faber of
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, City University
of New York, provides students with many review
exercises and tips on how to study and take tests ef-
fectively. Each chapter includes learning objectives,
an annotated outline of the chapter, and approxi-
mately twenty-five key terms, concepts, and people.
The fifteen multiple-choice questions per chapter in-
clude a text-page reference and a rejoinder for the
correct answer. Also included in each chapter are
three to five essay questions with answer guide-
lines, one analytical question based on an analysis
of a primary source, and one map exercise.

A Computerized Study Guide is also available for
students. It functions as a tutorial providing rejoin-
ders to all multiple-choice questions that explain
why the student’s response is or is not correct.

The Instructor’s Resource Manual, prepared by
Kelly Woestman of Pittsburg State University, be-
gins with a section on how to organize lectures
effectively, how to handle large lecture classes effi-
ciently, and provides tips on how to run discussion
and activity groups. For every chapter, it includes
instructional objectives that are drawn from the
textbook’s critical thinking questions, a chapter
summary and annotated outline, and three lecture
topics that include resource material and references
to the text. Each chapter also includes discussion
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questions, answers to the critical thinking questions
that follow each main heading in the text, coopera-
tive and individual learning activities, map activi-
ties (including activities for the Rand McNally Atlas
of American History), ideas for paper topics, and a list
of audio-visual resources including CD-ROM and
videodisc products with addresses of suppliers.

A Test Items file, prepared by Orson Cooke of St.
John's School and the University of Houston, pro-
vides twenty key terms and definitions, forty-five
multiple-choice questions, seven to ten essay ques-
tions with answer guidelines, an analytical exercise
to test critical thinking skills, and one map exercise
per chapter. It also includes a section on creating a
good testing environment, what constitutes a good
test item, and how to construct test questions, as
well as a sample midterm and final exam.

A Computerized Test Item File is available for IBM®
PC or compatible and Macintosh computers.* This
computerized version of the printed Test Items file
allows professors to create customized tests by edit-
ing and adding questions.

There is also a set of over one hundred full-color
Map Transparencies available on adoption.

A variety of videos, documentaries and docudra-
mas by major film producers, is available for use with
Making America.

Please contact your local Houghton Mifflin repre-
sentative for more information about the ancillary
program or to obtain desk copies.
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