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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
LITERATURE IN CANADA



Preface

This is a resource book, one that provides cur-
rently available information about writers and
writing in Canada, about oral literatures, and
about a range of related subjects, including the
social and cultural institutions that have an
impact on literary expression and literary pro-
duction. But it is inevitably selective. The idea
that an ‘encyclopedia’ (as the word itself seems
to suggest) will ‘encircle all there is to know
about a subject’ is misleading; the word’s deriva-
tion more helpfully indicates that an encyclope-
dia has to do with ‘providing a course of general
education,’ a definition that clearly emphasizes
the instructional, rather than the inclusive,
nature of books of this kind. The emphasis also
falls on the word ‘general.” Although this book,
for example, attempts to range across history
(from early records to the year 2000) and to pro-
vide data about all parts of Canada and about
literature in a range of languages, not just the
two that are official (English and French), it
would need to be several volumes long to deal
with all these subjects (and more) in greater
detail. Relatedly, while it alludes from time to
time to particular influences from elsewhere
(Shakespeare, the Persian ghazal, BUDDHISM,
Victor Hugo, MARXISM, BLOOMSBURY, the PAR-
NAssIANS, the Grimms’ fairy tales), it makes no
attempt to chart the history of the world’s litera-
tures, not even those with which literature in
Canada is most closely connected. However
much the articles range, the book’s focus
remains on Canada. It looks at the storytellers,
the writers, the writings, and the cultural his-
tory that in one way or another are associated
with Canada, and at the images, the attitudes,
and the mythologies with which, in some
instances, Canada is identified.

To enable readers to find the information
they are looking for, this Encyclopedia of Litera-

ture in Canada adopts seven organizational fea-
tures:

1 The main series of articles follows an alpha-
betical sequence, with entries indicated in
boldface.

2 Within this sequence is a series of cross-
references to other articles, indicated by
names in SMALL CAPITALS; sometimes
these cross-references allude to other men-
tions of the subject, and sometimes they
extend the discussion through another
topic. Cross-references are not always in
the exact word form of the article titles to
which they refer.

3 At the end of many of the main-text entries
is a list of works that the contributors have
recommended for Further reading, as exten-
sions of or supplements to the articles in
question.

4 An appendix at the end of the book traces a
cultural Chronology against which to read
the main-text entries.

5 An Index by Contributor lists the article or
set of articles that each contributor wrote.

6 An Index of Authors included in the book
enumerates all mentions of each author’s
name.

7 A Supplementary Index lists names of
individuals and groups, pseudonyms, and
some terms that are mentioned in the text
but for which there is no separate entry.

Some of the main entries are primarily informa-
tional, compiling lists of data, as in the article
called AwWARDS AND LITERARY PRIZES, which
assembles the names of prizewinners and their
books and outlines the terms of recognition.
Related informational articles on ARCHIVES and
on REFERENCE GUIDES explain where manu-



PREFACE

script materials are to be found and where to
find out more about a variety of subjects. Still
other entries provide information about cross-
connections between literature, Mmusic, and the
VISUAL ARTS. But many other entries are discur-
sive. Some of these are surveys, constituting
small ‘courses of general education” within the
larger one; they address such topics as recurrent
motifs in ACADIAN WRITING, ANGLOPHONE
Wwriting, FRANCOPHONE WRITING OUTSIDE
ACADIA AND QUEBEC, and QUEBEC WRITING IN
FRENCH. Another series of articles looks at liter-
ary modes and genres, recording features of, for
example, CHILDREN'S LITERATURE, CRITICISM
AND THEORY, the DOCUMENTARY, the NOVEL,
THEATRE HISTORY, and the like. Further general
studies are concerned less with genre than with
questions of RELIGION, CLASS, GENDER, RACE,
sexuality, ethnicity, NATIONALISM, REGIONAL-
1sM, and other systems of social organization,
demonstrating how these concerns affect litera-
ture in Canada (across language differences) by
shaping a shared — and/or a disparate and con-
frontational — understanding of value and
power.

So as to be as useful as possible, this book
also interprets widely the term ‘literature in
Canada.’ For example, the main entries deal pri-
marily with individual authors — ATwoop,
BEAULIEU, CALLAGHAN, DESSAULLES, KING, LIM,
MISTRY, TYNES, and over 1,400 others — but no
attempt has been made to define the term
‘Canadian author.’ There are Canadian-born
writers listed here and literary figures who were
born in what is now territorial Canada before
‘Canada’ ever existed. There are some writers
listed who were temporary residents, some who
immigrated, some who consider themselves
exiles in Canada, some who are expatriates,
some who have actively striven to separate from
Canada, and some who have relinquished their
Canadian citizenship, only to seek later to take
it up again. In each case where a main entry
exists for a writer, attempts were made to ascer-
tain his or her matrilineal as well as patrilineal
heritage and to be precise about dates and
places of birth and other biographical details,
but (despite questionnaires sent to contempo-
rary authors) a few inconsistencies remain. In
some instances, authors wished not to disclose
data they considered private, and in others, the
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information was simply not available, having
disappeared into inexact and incomplete histori-
cal records. Sometimes (J. MACKAY is a case in
point) even identities are unclear, and when
research suggests two differing possibilities, the
entry records both biographical hypotheses. At
other times (the long-resolved mystery of ‘r.p.
Grove, for example, and the identity of GrEY
owL), the entries record both the mystery and
the solution.

Interspersed with the genre surveys, the
informational compilations, and the author-
centred entries are articles on several other
kinds of subject, though (as this book is not a
‘companion’ to a given set of books) there is one
deliberate omission: with a very few exceptions,
there are no entries on individual titles; instead,
separate works are discussed, in varying degrees
of detail, within the author entries and the gen-
eral studies of genres, motifs, and ideas. The
exceptions, moreover, are less for individual
texts than for the impact that certain texts have
had within Canadian cultural and social history,
as with the ANNE OF GREEN GABLES phenom-
enon, the GOLDEN DOG tablet, or the Two soLI-
TUuDES school of cultural interpretation. Parallel
entries address certain influential historical
events — events that, whatever their origin,
began over time to function iconographically, to
signify cultural tensions or self-images that the
society in general came to consider symbolic
(the GUIBORD AFFAIR, the PERSONS CASE) or
occasionally exotic (the GOUZENKO CONTRO-
vERSY). Of special interest are those events that
came to function recurrently as literary allu-
sions — that is, to carry literary force within
Canadian texts: the completion of the cana-
DIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY, CONFEDERATION, the
HALIFAX EXPLOSION, the KLONDIKE gold rush,
the UNITED EMPIRE LOYALIST arrival, the
NORTH-WEST REBELLION, the REBELLIONS OF
1837, the OCTOBER CRISIS, the QUIET REVOLU-
TION, the WINNIPEG GENERAL STRIKE. The
entry on HISTORICAL ANALOGUES surveys how
these and related allusions function; still other
events (Dieppe, the Montreal Massacre, Joey
Smallwood’s Newfoundland referendum) are
accessible through the supplementary index.

Place, too, functions emblematically, as the
articles on LANDScAPE and the NORTH sepa-
rately observe. In addition, each of the prov-
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inces and territories has its own entry
summarizing historical and statistical data, the
kind of information that often proves relevant to
a reading of the literature set in that specific part
of the country. Society and culture are intercon-
nected in this book: one entry mentions the
active role of various writers in securing VOTING
RIGHTS, another the importance of the REFUS
GLOBAL manifesto; a third looks at literary
HOAXES, a fourth at the trickster covoTE; a fifth
identifies the real cABBAGETOWN, a sixth the
whereabouts of the fictional MANAWAKA.
Among the other kinds of entries to be found
here are several that deal with the institutional
framework through which authors and readers
meet. Hence there are entries not only on LiT-
ERARY HISTORY but also on BOOK HISTORY in
Canada; still other contributors address ques-
tions associated with BOOKSTORES, BOOK
DESIGN, the PUBLISHING INDUSTRY, NEWSPA-
PERS, JOURNALS, EDITORS AND EDITING, LITER-
ARY AGENTS, REVIEWING, READERS, LIBRARIES,
COPYRIGHT, LIBEL, CENSORSHIP, TEACHING,
and academic programs in WOMEN'S STUDIES
and creative WRITING. Because ‘literature in
Canada’ is also a term that applies widely across
many subjects and forms of expression, this
range is also reflected here, in articles that deal
with the usual categories of literature (POETRY,
fiction, brRAMA, the ESsAY) — and those that look
more closely at aspects of these genres; for
example, the articles on SOUND POETRY, VISUAL
POETRY, COWBOY POETRY, the LONG POEM, the
SHORT STORY, the NOVELLA, the ANIMAL STORY,
HUMOUR AND SATIRE, PARODY, the CAPTIVITY
NARRATIVE, EXPLORATION LITERATURE, TRAV-
ELLERS AND TRAVEL WRITING, BIOGRAPHY,
LIFE WRITING, URBAN WRITING, SCIENCE FIC-
TION AND FANTASY, MYSTERY AND ROMANCE,
uToPiA — as well as those that look through
other lenses. Among the articles that consider
these ‘other’ categories are those that examine
the character of SCIENCE AND NATURE WRIT-
ING, of WAR AND LITERATURE, and of SPORTS
WRITING, COMIC BOOK LITERATURE, COOK-
BOOKS, the HARLEQUIN, the lyrics of popular
music, and other forms of POPULAR CULTURE.
Articles on INTELLECTUAL HISTORY, On RHETO-
RIC, ON HISTORIOGRAPHY, On RADIO, On FILM,
TELEVISION, AND LITERATURE, and on TECH-
NOLOGY, COMMUNICATIONS, AND LITERATURE

variously address the changes that occur in liter-
ary expression because of (and through)
changes in systems of value, themselves related
to the interactions between speech, print media,
and electronic forms of communication. Yet
another series of articles — those on ORAL LIT-
ERATURE AND HISTORY, On FOLKLORE, and on
MYTHOLOGY, for example — demonstrate how
culture in Canada is also shaped by inheritance
as well as by contemporary fashion and the poli-
tics of the everyday.

Numerous articles, therefore, record the plu-
rality of Canadian culture, both directly — in the
two entries called cuLTURAL PLURALITY and
MULTICULTURAL vOICES (the latter deals with
writers who compose in one or another of Can-
ada’s “unofficial’ languages) and those that deal
with JEWISH and MENNONITE writers, BLACK
HISTORY, the DOUKHOBORS, SCOTTISH GAELIC
LITERATURE, and RELIGION — and indirectly, in
the several articles on cultural connections with
AFRICA, ASIA, AUSTRALIA, EUROPE, LATIN
AMERICA, and the UNITED STATES (and numer-
ous more specific regions of the world) and in
the three articles on LANGUAGE (Aboriginal and
trade languages, Canadian English, and Cana-
dian French). Further articles on FIRST NATIONS
LITERATURE, on the METIS, on the NATIVE IN
LITERATURE, and on the Aboriginal oral litera-
tures themselves extend even further the range
of coverage within the Encyclopedia. Readers
who wish to find out more about these subjects
should consult the entries on ALGONQUIAN,
CREE, HAIDA, INUIT, IROQUOIAN, KTUNAXA,
KWAKWALA, NORTHERN ATHAPASKAN, OJIBWA,
SALISH, TLINGIT, TSIMSHIANIC, and WAKASHAN
and the related articles on individual authors
who used these languages for literary expres-
sion (eg, George HUNT, SEIDAYAA, SKAAY,), as
well as the articles on the BEOTHUK and the
NORTH.

To discuss all these writers, their works, the
issues and emotions they deal with, the institu-
tions that affect them, and the events and beliefs
that shape their cultural contexts, the contribu-
tors to this volume (listed in the preliminary
pages) have inevitably drawn from time to time
on a conventional literary vocabulary and a
series of historically familiar terms. (Editing the
Encyclopedia has also necessitated the use of a
number of abbreviations; these also are listed at
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the front of the book.) So that the conventions
and references might be shared by all who use
this book, several of the terms that are used in
the articles are also defined within the list of
main entries assembled here. No attempt is
made to substitute for any of the numerous
available dictionaries of literary terms, but there
are entries on particular literary usages (eg,
ALLEGORY, CANON, CHARACTER, ECOCRITICISM,
ECRITURE, EXILE, IMAGERY, IRONY, PROSODY),
examples of specific cultural terminology (eg,
ANCIEN REGIME, CANADA, CANUCK,
CHEECHAKO, DSONOQUA, GARRISON MENTAL-
ITY, JOUAL, LAURENTIAN THESIS, NANABUSH,
NIAGARA, QUELQUES ARPENTS DE NEIGE,
RAVEN, RED RIVER, SEDNA, SOWESTO, WEST),
and entries that explain allusions to many liter-
arily relevant groups, movements, and events
(eg, ACADEMIE CANADIENNE-FRANGAISE,
CANADA FIRST, DOMINION DRAMA FESTIVAL,
GROUPE-DES-SIX-EPONGES, INSTITUT CANAD-
IEN, MASSEY REPORT, MONTREAL STORY TELL-
ERS, NUIT DE LA POESIE, PARTI PRIS, ROYAL
SOCIETY OF CANADA, TISH, ULTRAMONTANISM,
UNITED CHURCH). The Encyclopedia of Literature
in Canada is a resource book. It will not provide
all the answers. But it opens up a multitude of

interesting observations about literature and the
character of a literate culture. Sampling the
book will enable readers to return to literary
texts themselves with more informed questions,
and also with a greater understanding of the
complexities of Canadian society and a renewed
appreciation for the subtleties of the creative
arts.

A Note on the Text

The terms ‘Eskimo’ and ‘Indian’ are used in this
book whenever historical accuracy requires (as
in the title of Samuel HEARNE's work), but oth-
erwise a variety of other terms is employed (eg,
‘Inuit,’ Aboriginal,” ‘First Nations,’ ‘Native,
‘Cree, 'Haida, etc). Every effort has been made
to ensure that the appropriate diacritical marks
are used when referring to names, terms, and
titles in such languages as Czech, German,
Haida, and Swedish. With this principle in mind,
the acute accent has been retained on the words
‘Quebec’ and ‘Montreal’ in entries for franco-
phone writers, but these place names have been
spelled without the accent when the allusion
occurs within an anglophone context.
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