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Seen and Unseen by Yone Noguch

ALONE

Alone !
Though the heaven above break down;
though the earth spreads around—
apart, alone, not even with my own
shadow in the world of darkness; with only my
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withered soul, housed in the tear-rusted body,

As a motherless wind in breathless vale, as a funeral
bell stealing down into the unvisible world by
a dream-muffled path.

Alone with my my own loneliness, with my own
reverie.

Alone in this ghost-raining night, my cabin walls
dying like formless corpses into the darkness of
vacuity.

Alone in this bonndless universe, closing my mortal
eyes; yet, under the radiant darkness, I am
ever awake to the sheeted memory of the past.

Alas, my almost decayed soul picked by the incessant
tear-rains, my one desire is to be myself as
nothing.

ALAS, NOTHING!

Alas, nothing!
Wisdom gives the way to untruthfulness:

Hope gives the way to feeble wisdom.

What talk, about Goodness, Badness, Success
Unsuccess, Virtue, Vice !

Like dreams amid dreams, our lives in this floating
world.

Storms of vanity-winged hope, be silent!

Alone, abroad, I lost at last my way out of sight
in misty doubtfulness.

While hunting the doorless entrance of Hope, my
fingers were all bloodied by rose-thorns!

The cold-hearted sun couldn’t kill my dew-tears
ever shed under spirited sorriness—ever dream-
ing of the ideal romance.

Alas, my own frozen dews!—formed times ago, in
the mileless West, when the sword-handed hopes
swept me apart from my brother, —far away!

(First Edition Rublished by Gelett Burgess & Por-
ter Garnett, 1897. Reprinted by Orientalia, 1920
(Five Hundred copies of this second edition print-
ed for Orientalia 22 East 60th Street New York in
the month of November 1920.
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THE SUMMER CLOUD
by Yone Noguchi

SPRING

My memory of Winter faded in kisses of mo_mod
breeze : my heart began to stir. I am a worshiper of
“To-day” (To-day in the Temple of youth), my eyes
are large for vision of beauty, my feet light after
the shadow of Love: I alone wandered in the cherry
forest. What light in the trees! Are the moonbeams
gathering here, —the moonbeams, the sweet breath
formed? Or are they the visible poetry singing in
odor? The flowers with lips apart are scattering
their loves to the four winds: I am drinking the
beauty and mystery. My sleeves of fancy cast away
the worldly dusts: 1 said farewell to my comrade,
a long ago, and I made friendship with the clouds
—the clouds flying downward to dig out their
hidden dreams and ecstasy: the white feet of the

clouds are my fancy’s feet. 1 bade my fancy to
rise with the cherry’s odor up to the skies for
the secret home of the gods, and again to run
down with the river, singing the song of Spring, —
the season of red bosom of Love. O Spring of Life
and sunlight! O Spring with her shadowy arms of
gossamer ! O Spring with the breath of angels! In
the breath I find my life new and true. O Spring!
What Peace of the forest! O Temple of Beauty
which is mystery! What longing is in my soul!
What noble longing of the flowers! And it is noble
to fall serenely unto the ground, when Fate of
wind passes by: Death is sweeter than joy, higher
than Love. Oh Sleep, unite Dreamland and the land
of poesy! 1 will sleep under the trees, this night.
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The Summer Cloud



