Ai.ms and
Options

Thematic
- Approach

lo

Writing

Rodney D.
eller




Aims and
Options

Thematic
Approach
to
Writing

Rodney D. Keller
Ricks College

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY BOSTON TORONTO
Geneva, Illinots Palo Alto Princeton, New Jersey




For CHRisTi, OUR SONS, AND OUR FAMILIES

Senior Sponsoring Editor: Mary Jo Southern

Senior Associate Editor: Melody Davies

Senior Project Editors: Charline Lake and Carol Newman
Production/Design Coordinator: Carol Merrigan

Senior Manufacturing Coordinator: Priscilla J. Bailey

Cover design: Edda Sigurdardottir, Greenwood Design Studio

Cover image: Delaunay, Robert. Rythm. Spirals. 1935. Coll. Sonia Delaunay,
Paris, France.

Chapter opening photo credits: Chapter 1, p. 12: © Jeff Zaruba/ALL-
STOCK; Chapter 2, p. 42: © S. Barrow/SUPERSTOCK; Chapter 3, p. 78:
Photo by Rod Boam; Chapter 4, p. 118: © Miro Vintoniv/The Picture Cube;
Chapter S, p. 158: © Gary Holscher/ALLSTOCK; Chapter 6, p. 190: Photo
by Rod Boam, Chapter 7, p. 226: © Wally McNamee/Woodfin Camp &
Assoc; Chapter 8, p. 264: © Joe Sohm/Chromosohm/ALLSTOCK.

Copyright © 1995 by Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved.

No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording,
or by any information storage or retrieval system without the prior written
permission of Houghton Mifflin Company unless such copying is expressly
permitted by federal copyright law. Address inquiries to College Permissions
Houghton Mifflin Company, 222 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA 02116-3764.

>

Printed in the U.S.A
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: 94-76519
ISBN: 0-395-66527-2

123456789-DH-98 97 96 95 94




PREFACE

Aims and Options: A Thematic Approach to Writing informally and
simply introduces the multiple writing options available to first-year
college students and encourages them to explore these possibilities to
determine the most effective way to achieve a particular aim or pur-
pose in their own writing.

Aims and Options focuses on four main options for college writing:

To reflect by expressing self or sharing personal experiences

To inform by reporting information, explaining a concept, or
describing an object

To persuade by influencing readers’ beliefs and actions or
appealing to readers’ reason, emotions, or values

To speculate by discussing past, present, and future possibilities
or asking, What if . .. ? or What about ...?

These aims are the reasons students write and can help them decide
how best to meet their needs and the needs of their readers. The
assumption behind this text is that the writer’s purpose for writing is
the most important influence that governs the writer’s options regard-
ing all aspects of writing: audience, topic, organization, examples, and
language. The principles behind these aims can help students under-
stand more fully why and how they write what they do.

CONTENT AND ORGANIZATION

Aims and Options consists of eight chapters, each focusing on a theme:
work, education, environment, health, self, relationships, law, and
community. This thematic focus gives students a direction for their
ideas. The themes also provide continuity among the different stages of
the writing process within each chapter.

Many texts begin with a chapter on self that asks students to reveal
something significant about their personal lives to an audience made up
of people who are still strangers. It is my experience that beginning stu-
dents are already anxious about writing and that asking them to discuss
their personal lives right away can inhibit their free expression. Thus,
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Aims and Options begins with a more neutral theme: work. This topic
suggests that students begin by looking outside themselves for college
writing assignments. The chapter on self, therefore, appears in the middle
of the text and serves as a pivot between the first four issues and the later,
more interpersonal topics, which culminate in the theme of community.

Each thematically arranged chapter guides students through the
writing process. Many beginning writers fail to realize that writing is a
process, a process that involves different activities at various stages, from
initial idea to finished product. And the writing process is different for
different people. Therefore, students need options. Each chapter high-
lights and integrates its own prewriting, drafting, rewriting, and editing
principle or strategy so that students can experiment and discover what
method works best for them. Specifically, Aims and Options contains
eight distinct prewriting, drafting, rewriting, and editing strategies.

An appendix provides instruction on writing a research paper and
using correct documentation.

Also integrated into each chapter is one of eight different exposi-
tory strategies, which provide students with additional tools and
options for achieving their main purpose for writing.

SPECIAL FEATURES

Aims and Options has several features that make the text flexible and
easy to use:

Thematic organization Organized into eight thematic chap-
ters based on issues relevant to students’ lives, all readings,
examples, exercises, writing topics, and student essays are
based on the chapters’ themes.

Reading-writing connection Two professional essays intro-
ducing each chapter function as springboards for thinking

and writing about the topic of the chapter and as models of
good writing. Questions after each selection guide students in
evaluating the writer’s techniques and thinking critically about
the content.

Writing process Each chapter highlights a different prewrit-
ing, drafting, rewriting, and editing strategy to allow students
to explore the different options writers have for expressing
their ideas. Instruction and practice in grammar and mechanics
are integrated in the chapter as part of the writing process.
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Student essays Each chapter contains a student essay in
progress; that student essay becomes an example for the prewrit-
ing, drafting, and rewriting sections. An annotated student draft
appears in each chapter.

Exploring Your Options This feature leads students through the
process of writing their own essays.

Extensive writing opportunities Each chapter contains six-
teen different suggested writing assignments that focus on the
four different writing aims. Many of these assignments encour-
age students to actively address local social issues and to par-
ticipate in or explore community service organizations.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Writing is a truly collaborative effort. I would like to thank those who
have helped me in this writing project. Thanks goes first to the Ricks
College administration, colleagues, and students who have provided
me with examples, encouragement, and support.

I am also indebted to the many reviewers who have given me the
benefit of their insights and suggestions at various stages of the book’s
development. These reviewers include

Joan G. Brand, Cincinnati Technical College

Susan Callahan, Kentucky State University

Connie Eggers, Western Washington University

Patricia Falk, Nassau Community College, New York

Daniel B. Gallagher, Laredo Junior College, Texas

Veronica D. Gerald, Coastal Carolina University, South Carolina

William Hodgkinson, Penn Valley Community College, Mis-
souri

Sherry L. Kam, Portland Community College, Oregon
Shirley A. McBride, Collin County Community College, Texas

Phyllis Moseley MacCameron, Erie Community College,
New York

Karen Patty-Graham, Southern Illinois University
at Edwardsville




Xviil

PREFACE

Robert Rigdon, Highline Community College, Washington

Dale Yerpe, Jamestown Community College, New York

I am indeed grateful to the Houghton Mifflin editorial staff who
kindly accepted me as a member of their own team. Many thanks to
Mary Jo Southern, Melody Davies, Barbara Roth, Charline Lake,
Carol Newman, Barbara Pitnof, George Kane, and Richard Gross.
Without their assistance, this work would not have been possible. -

And finally, I express my gratitude and love to Christi, who believed
in me and in the book long before I considered writing it, and to our
sons, Stephen, Kevin, and Nathan, who are always my motivation.




CONTENTS

PREFACE «xv

INTRODUCTION 1
Communication Triangle 1
Writing Aims 2

Writing to Reflect 3
Writing to Inform 4
Writing to Persuade  §
Writing to Speculate 7
The Writing Process 8§

Chapter 1 WORK 13

Starting Points 13

READINGS ON WORK 14
“Nonnie’s Day,” Mary E. Mebane 14
“Easy Job, Good Wages,” Jesus Colon 16

PREWRITING 18
Making a List 18
Exploring Your Options 19
Writing Together 20
Limiting a Topic 20
Exploring Your Options 24

DRAFTING 25
Nonstop Writing 2§
Exploring Your Options 26
Narration 27
How to Organize Narration 27
When to Use Narration 27
Where to Use Narration 27
Narration: An Example, “Sidewalk Ballet,” Jane Jacobs
Practice 28

27




vi

Chapter 2

CONTENTS

Narration and Aims 29
Exploring Your Options 30

REWRITING 31
Reviewing 31
Student Essay, “The Price of Braces,” Brenda Crawford 32
Exploring Your Options 34

EDITING 35

Subjects and Verbs 3§
Identifying Subjects and Verbs 35
More about Verbs 38
Exercise 1 40
Exercise 2 40

OPTIONS FOR WRITING 41

EDUCATION 43

Starting Points 43

READINGS ON EDUCATION 44
“A Homemade Education,” Malcolm X 44
“Let’s Tell the Story of All America’s Cultures,” Ji-Yeon Mary
Yuhfill 46

PREWRITING 49
Questioning 49
Exploring Your Options  §1

DRAFTING 53
Developing a Thesis Statement 53
Writing Thesis Statements 55
Practice 55
Exploring Your Options 56
Thesis Statements and Controlling Ideas 57
Thesis Statements and Aims 57
Writing Together 59
Description 59
Patterns 60
Description: An Example, “Blue Winds Dancing,” Thomas S.
Whitecloud 61
Practice 1 62
Practice 2 63




Chapter 3

CONTENTS vii

Description and Aims 63
Exploring Your Options 64

REWRITING 65
Discovering the Purpose of Your Paper 65
Student Essay, “Class Labels and Self-Esteem,” Nicole Claudio
66
Exploring Your Options 68

EDITING 70
Clauses and Commas 70
Clauses 70
Commas 72
Exercise 1 74
Exercise 2 75

OPTIONS FOR WRITING 76

ENVIRONMENT 79

Starting Points 79

READINGS ON ENVIRONMENT 80
“A Deathly Call of the Wild,” Mary Ann Gwinn 80
“A Fable for Tomorrow,” Rachel Carson 83

PREWRITING 85

Asking Journalists’ Questions 85
Exploring Your Options 89

DRAFTING 91
Organizing Ideas 91
Ideas and Form 92
Organization and the Thesis Statement 93
Developing an Organization 93
Practice 935
Exploring Your Options 96
Writing Together 97
Definition 97
Formal and Informal Definitions 98
Extended Definitions 98
Definition: An Example, “Deforestation,” Al Gore 100
Practice 1 101
Practice2 102




viii

Chapter 4

CONTENTS

Exploring Your Options 102
Definition and Aims 103
Exploring Your Options 104

REWRITING 105
Analyzing Your Audience 105
Describing Your Audience 105
Rewriting for an Audience 106
Student Essay, “Natural Burn Policy: Can It Take the Heat?”
Dawn Walquist 107
Exploring Your Options 112

EDITING 112
Correcting Common Sentence Errors 112
Fragments 112
Run-ons and Comma Splices 114
Exercise 1 115
Exercise 2 116

OPTIONS FOR WRITING 116

HEALTH 119

Starting Points 119

READINGS ON HEALTH 120
“A Giant Step,” Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 120
“Focusing on the Moment,” Jane Mayer 124

PREWRITING 126
Cubing 126
Exploring Your Options 130

DRAFTING 132
Introductions and Conclusions 132
Introductions 133
Conclusions 136
Exploring Your Options 137
Cause and Effect 138
Single Cause—~>Many Effects 139
Many Causes—Single Effect 139
Causal Chain 140
Single Chain—Single Effect 140




Chapter 5

CONTENTS ix

Cause and Effect: An Example, “Masking Pain,” Norman Cousins
141

Practice 1 141

Practice 2 142

Exploring Your Options 143

Cause and Effect and Aims 144

Exploring Your Options 14§

REWRITING 145
Making a Focus Map 145
Student Essay, “Perfecting Sarah,” Alisha Stoddard 147
Exploring Your Options 150
Writing Together 151

EDITING 152
Agreement 152
Exercise 1 154
Exercise 2 155

OPTIONS FOR WRITING 156

SELF 159

Starting Points 159

READINGS ON SELF 160
“Salvation,” Langston Hughes 160
“How Much Stress Can You Survive?” Suzanne Quellette Kobasa
162

PREWRITING 165

Keeping a Journal 165
Exploring Your Options 167

DRAFTING 168

Developing Coherence and Transitions 168

Practice1 170

Practice 2 171

Classification 171

Using Classification 171

Classification: An Example, “Human Motives,” Frederick B.
Knight 173

Practice 174




Chapter 6

CONTENTS

Classification and Aims 17§
Exploring Your Options 176

REWRITING 177
Determining Voice and Distance 177
Student Essay, “Making Choices,” Patti Dixon
Exploring Your Options 181

EDITING 182
Choosing the Right Pronoun 182
Subjective Pronouns 182
Objective Pronouns 184
Who and Whom 185
Exercise 1 185
Exercise 2 186

OPTIONS FOR WRITING 187

RELATIONSHIPS 191

Starting Points 191

READINGS ON RELATIONSHIPS 192
“Mother and Child,” Bob Greene 192
“Hold the Mayonnaise,” Julia Alvarez 194

PREWRITING 197
Clustering 197
Exploring Your Options 200
Writing Together 201

DRAFTING 201
The General versus the Specific 201
Practice 204
Exploring Your Options 205
Comparison and Contrast 205
Patterns of Organization 206

179

Comparison and Contrast: An Example, “A Dancing Relation-

ship,” Anne Morrow Lindbergh 208
Practice 209
Comparison and Contrast and Aims 210
Exploring Your Options 211




Chapter 7

CONTENTS xi

REWRITING 212
Supporting Evidence 212
Kinds of Knowledge 212
Proving Your Authority 213
Student Essay, “Ordered Personalities?” Collin Sloan and Jordan
Lind 214
Exploring Your Options 218

EDITING 219
Correcting Ambiguous Modifiers and Pronouns 219
Misplaced Modifiers 219
Dangling Modifiers 220
Ambiguous Pronoun References 221
Exercise 1 221
Exercise 2 222

OPTIONS FOR WRITING 223

LAW 227

Starting Points 227

READINGS ON LAW 228
“After a Burglary,” Albert Scardino 228
“A Dose of Discipline for First Offenders,” Joseph L. Kane 230

PREWRITING 233

Enhancing Perceptions 233
Exploring Your Options 236
Writing Together 238

DRAFTING 238
Crafting Sentences 238
Say Something 239
Be Specific 240
Be Simple 240
Be Brief 241
Practice 241
Exploring Your Options 242
Explaining a Process 243
Determining the Process 243




xii

Chapter 8

CONTENTS

Explaining a Process: An Example, “Brewing Coors,”
Grace Lichtenstein 245§

Practice 245

Process and Aims 246

Exploring Your Options 247

REWRITING 248
Reconstructing Sentences 248
Practice 250

Student Essay, “Los Angeles Gang Control,” Shelly Walker and

Venita Walker 251
Exploring Your Options 253

EDITING 255
Economy and Parallelism 255
Economy 256
Parallelism 257
Exercise 1 259
Exercise 2 260

OPTIONS FOR WRITING 261

COMMUNITY 265
Starting Points 265

READINGS ON COMMUNITY 266
“What Is Poverty,” Jo Goodwin Parker 266
“Curbing the Sexploitation Industry,” Tipper Gore 270

PREWRITING 272

Voice Projection 272
Exploring Your Options 27§

DRAFTING 276
Coordinating and Subordinating Ideas 276
Practice 279
Exploring Your Options 280
Persuasion 281
Using Persuasion 281
Persuasion: An Example, “Where’s the Help for Our Home
Front?” Marian Wright Edelman 283
Practice 284




CONTENTS xiii

Persuasion and Aims 285
Exploring Your Options 286

REWRITING 287
Reconstructing Paragraphs 287
Student Essay, “Monkey Man,” Shauna Bellamy 290

Exploring Your Options 292
Writing Together 293

EDITING 294
Using Punctuation Correctly 294
Colon 296
Dash 296
Parentheses 296
Quotation Marks 297
Using Quotation Marks with Other Punctuation 297
Italics and Underlining 298
Ellipsis Points 299
Brackets 300
Apostrophe 300
Capital Letters 301
Exercise 1 303
Exercise 2 304

OPTIONS FOR WRITING 305

APPENDIX—Researching and Documenting 309
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 321

INDEX 324




FIGURE 1.1

Communica-
tion triangle

INTRODUCTION

N g

The overall purpose of Aims and Options: A Thematic Approach
to Writing is to provide clear and simple general instructions for writ-
ing college papers. A more specific purpose is to help you—the student
writer—come up with new ideas and draw on your experiences both to
enrich the writing process and to improve the quality of its product.

COMMUNICATION TRIANGLE

The most basic guideline for writing is the communication triangle
(Figure I.1). It identifies the four main components of writing: the
writer, the reader, the topic, and the message.

Topic

Message

Writer Reader

Each point of the triangle represents an important element of writ-
ing: the writer, the reader, and the topic. Inside the triangle is the cen-
tral idea that the writer wants to communicate about the topic to the
reader. That point is the message.

The writer is you. As a writer, you bring all of your attitudes, expe-
riences, observations, and research and, most importantly, yourself to
the subject. Suppose your subject is civil rights. Your attitudes about
civil rights are affected by the interactions you have had with other




