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PREFACE

he author of a history of world civilizations owes his readers a justifi-

cation—or at least an explanation—for his temerity in attempting to

encompass the whole sweep of human achievement throughout the
world since ancient times. My own intellectual commitment to the con-
cept of a course in world civilizations goes back to 1960-1964, when I had
the privilege and challenge of teaching the course in world history pio-
neered at the University of Washington in Seattle. At the same time, my
choice of the history of Western Europe since the Second World War as
my period of rescarch specialization was confirming for me the necessity
of placing a dwarfed Europe in the broader context of world history. My
full emotional commitment to the study of world civilizations came in the
summer of 1966, when, setting off for a year of research in Rome, I decided
to take the long route from California to Europe. That exciting summer, I
saw the Zen rock gardens of Kyoto, watched dawn break over the Wat
Arun temple in Bangkok, and explored the fantastic series of Mughal
tombs that lead from the mausoleum of the emperor Humayun on the
edge of Delhi to the final culmination of Muslim architecture, the Taj Ma-
hal in Agra. It was heady stuff, as the English travel writers used to say, and
led me to make many more visits over the following years to the great ur-
ban centers outside Europe. For an inveterate traveler, the study of world
civilizations must inevitably become the ultimate objective.

This book is an expansion to world scale of my original survey of
Western history, Western Civilization. In the preface to that book, I ex-
plained the rationale for the decision to organize the material around the
study of great cities. My aim was to avoid the feeling of superficiality and
perhaps of boredom that the reader feels when every detail of the past is
presented in a totally balanced, meticulously calculated sequence. Too
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often, I suggested, “‘the study of Western civilization was like an infinitely
long train ride with no stopovers allowed, a kind of Orient Express in
which Paris, Vienna, and Istanbul were viewed as little more than names
on railroad stations. In a way, this book was to be an invitation to the stu-
dent to stop and explore the intricacies of the great cities that might other-
wise have flashed by largely unobserved. Better yet, as historians we could
visit the city as it was at the time of its greatness.”

In expanding the text, in order to maintain the proportion of Western
to non-Western history frequently adopted in courses in world civiliza-
tion, I decided to use as a model Chapter 16, in which the expansion of Eu-
rope in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries is viewed through the Lisbon
of Manuel the Fortunate, the Tenochtitlin of Montezuma, and the Madrid
of Philip the Prudent. Thus, within the non-Western chapters, we pause on
several occasions to provide a detailed look at the civilization of a great
city at its height—for example, to describe Chinese civilization through
study of the seventh-century Ch’ang-an of the T'ang emperor T ai-tsung,
and Indian reaction to British rule in the nineteenth century through con-
sideration of the Calcutta of the Tagore family. In this way, it becomes pos-
sible to use not only traditional political and literary materials but the vast
quantity of new historical research, based on the techniques of other social
sciences, that is throwing light on classes, ethnic groups, social institutions,
and even ways of thought hitherto unexplored.

In this second edition, I have drawn upon the rich scholarly research
that has been published at an increasing pace in the past few years to give
further coverage, in both the Western and non-Western scctions of the
book, to the history of women. For each historical period, I have consid-
ered the dichotomy between the public and private aspects of women's
lives, because the extent to which women as a group or as individuals par-
take in the public, rather than only the private, life of their society deter-
mines the nature of their life experience. In particular, I have tried to:

1. give greater coverage to those individual women who did lead lives of
importance to the political, economic, social, religious, or cultural de-
velopment of world civilization;

2. identify those conditions in a particular age that increased or restricted
the opportunities women had to engage in those public roles; and

3. describe, for as many social groups and in as many time periods as pos-
sible, the material conditions of life for women.

With the aid of the reviewers listed below, non-Western coverage has
been extended at many points throughout the book. In particular, greater
emphasis has been given to economic aspects of Indian history; the rise of
communalism in India; the creation of a world system of interlocking po-
litical and economic forces from the late Middle Ages on; the role of Afri-
can states in the slave trade; and the philosophic influences persisting
within Japanese society from the Tokugawa period into the twentieth cen-
tury. All bibliographies have been updated, as have a number of points of
interpretation.



[ would like to acknowledge with gratitude the help I have received in
the preparation of this second edition. The non-Western chapters have
been revised with the aid of Ross E. Dunn, San Diego State University; Da-
vid Ludden, University of Pennsylvania; Thomas R. Metcalf, University of
California, Berkeley; Richard J. Smith, Rice University; and Anne
Walthall, University of Utah. The Western chapters, which comprise the
fourth edition of Western Civilization (1985), benefitted from the sugges-
tions of Frank |. Frost, University of California, Santa Barbara; Theresa
McBride, College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, Massachusetts; Elsie
McKee, Andover Newton Theological School; Kate Norberg, University of
California, San Diego; Sarah B. Pomeroy, Hunter College, City University
of New York; Ellen Ross, Ramapo College of New Jersey; and Susan
Mosher Stuard, Haverford College, Haverford, Pennsylvania, to whom I am
particularly indebted for her suggestions on the contextual framework in
which to approach women'’s history. As always, errors, misinterpretations,
and idiosyncracies are entirely mine.

F. Roy Willis
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CHINESE TR ANSLITER ATION

The traditional system of transliteration of Chinese words, known as
Wade-Giles after the two English scholars who invented it, is used in this
hook because it is the system utilized in almost all the works to which the
student is referred in the Suggested Reading at the end of each chapter.
However, since it is becoming increasingly common for contemporary
writers to use the system of transliteration known as Pinyin, which was de-
veloped by the People’s Republic of China, it is important for students to
be familiar with Pinyin as well as Wade-Giles spellings. The two forms are
given below for the most important names mentioned in this book. In the
few instances where it is customary to use a familiar English version of a
Chinese name (e.g., Peking) instead of Wade-Giles, those forms are given
in parentheses.

DYNASTIES CITIES PEOPLE

Wade-Giles Pinyin Wade-Giles Pinyin Wade-Giles Pinyin

Hsia Xia Cheng-chou Zhengzhou Lao-tzu Laozi

Shang Shang Sian Xi'an Shih Huang-ti Shi Huangdi

Chou Zhou Ch’ang-an Chang'an Wen-ti Wendi

Ch'in Qin Loyang Luoyang Yang-ti Yangdi

Han Han (Nanking) Nanjing T’ai-tsung Taizong

Chin Jin (Kaifeng) Kaifeng Hstian-tsung Xuanzong

Sui Sui (Hangchow) Hangzhou Hung-wu Hongwu

T'ang Tang (Soochow) Suzhou Sun Yat-sen Sun Zhongshan

Sung Song (Peking) Beijing Chiang Jiang Jieshi

Yitan Yuan Shanghai Shanghai Kai-shek

Ming Ming (Canton) Guangzhou Mao Tse-tung Mao Zedong

Ch'’ing Qing Chou En-lai Zhou Enlai
Chiang Ch'ing  Jiang Qing
Teng Hsiao- Deng Xiaoping

p'ing

Lin Piao Lin Biao
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