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Before Reading

Discuss the following questions in class.
I. Have you been to museums and galleries? If yes, which museum or gallery do you like best?
2. What are the similarities and differences between museums and galleries on the one hand, and

colleges and universities on the other hand?

Reading

& O O O

Adult Learning in Museums' and Galleries’

1 Learning in museums and galleries—that’s just for school kids, right? Wrong!

2 Museums and galleries can be interesting learning environments for people of all
ages, cultures and backgrounds’. And interest is the key—on the whole, children are
in compulsory’ education, but there’s nothing compulsory about adult learning. If you
don’t engage adults’ interest, they can just quit learning at any time.

3 Adult learning is high on the Government’s agenda’; recent projects such as the
formation” of the Learning and Skills Councils’ to manage all post-16 education and the
University for Industry are just two examples of the current trend in learning—away
from old style “education”. Learning in the 21st century is something that delivers not
facts to be digested’ under controlled conditions, but knowledge that can be applied to
novel situations and challenges—to emphasize'’ real understanding and innovation
and to equip you to learn “how to learn”, and keep learning throughout your life—
something that is becoming essential in a world where the only constant ' is change.
It’s the speed of change that’s driving many adults back into learning—what they knew
yesterday doesn’t always apply today. -

4 The other element’ driving up the number of adults in learning has to do with our
population (for example, the number of older people will have doubled from 6 million
to 12 million between 1961 and 2021). Vitally’ for museums and galleries, policy-
makers are now becoming more interested in learning outcomes'’, rather than who
delivers ’ it, which means the boundaries”® between formal’ providers (like colleges)
and non-formal providers " (like museums and galleries) are breaking up'’ as the desire
to give people access” to learning whenever and wherever they are increases.



5

Museums and galleries are perfectly placed to rise to the challenge and become one
of the new types of flexible adult learning suppliers”. They have rich resources, are
rooted in their communities and have the power to motivate” learning and build the
confidence of adult learners. Take a recent project in Oxfordshire as an example. Drawn
from Memory was funded by the Department of Education and Skills and saw older
people participate in creative writing sessions” using museum exhibits”". One session
introduced participants to create calendars from their own old photos of Oxfordshire.
Most had never used computers before but with the motivation of the end product
(the calendar with their own photos) in mind, they overcame their fears by working
in a supportive” environment, with like-minded people. Participants commented
afterwards, “They’ll never believe what I’ve done!”

We would like to see a day when museums and galleries are seen as a first point of
call for adult learning by providers and learners alike. We still have a way to go, but if

we act now, we can reach this goal and help to change people’s lives.

4
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New Words and Expressions - __~

museum /mju:'ziom/ n. ¥ 4 18

gallery® /'geelort/ n. £ R1E, @Ak
background /'beekgravnd/ n. %, &M
compulsory " /kem'palsort/ a. & #1449, LMK
agenda”™ /o'dzendo/ n. ¥ B AZ

formation* /fo'merfon/ n. % &, 4R
council ™ /kavnsol/ n. £ R4, ¥4
digest™ /dr'dzest/ v. Bk , AR

novel /'noval/ a. #¢5; #HAMH

emphasize /emfosaiz/ v. 3%, & &

constant /konstont/ n. B X 43 F 4, REHF
element /elimont/ n. & %, &%

vitally /'vaitoly/ ad. & kH; K-&H,

vital /'vartol/ a. & X #5; K&

outcome /'autkam/ n. £ R

deliver /di'Tva(r)/ v. 34 (R %)
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16 boundary * /'baundor/ n. R %, Rk
17 formal /fo:mal/ a. E X #), EHH
18 provider” /prou'vardo(r)/ n. #: 4%
19 break up i} #
20 access /'ekses/ n. ¥ A, ¥ ALA
21 supplier’ /so'plato(r)/ n. 4 B&, 4%
22 motivate * /'moutivert/ vi. 35, ¥ K
23 session” /'sefon/ n. (AFXJiE#H ) —HEAE
24 . exhibit /igzibit/ n. 7] de; K on
25 supportive® /so'poitiv/ a. X 4485; %4

Proper Noun

et
e

Oxfordshire /'Dksfod[to(r)/ 4 &2k [HE %44 LA %]

After Reading
A. Main Idea

Complete the following diagram with the sentences or expressions given below.

have rich resources

In today’s world, the only constant is change.

have the power to motivate learning and build the confidence of adult learners

preferable learning providers

can be interesting learning environments for all kinds of people

are rooted in the learners’ communities

The population of the older people is increasing rapidly.

the Learning and Skills Councils

the University for Industry

Museums and galleries can be regarded as a first point of call for adult learning by
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providers and learners alike.
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. the Drawn from Memory project in Oxfordshire



The Main Topic

Museums and galleries

Adult learning is high on the

Government’s agenda.

Two recent projects:

a.

Two elements that make it
»| necessary for adults to keep

learning.

Museums and galleries

a.
Why are museums and galleries b
Bl a. and
?
A good example:
The Author’s Hope:




I. Tell if the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according to the text.

e

10.
11.

12

People often mistakenly regard learning in museums and galleries as only for
school kids.

Children have to go to school, and so do adults.

The Government is mainly interested in improving higher education.

The Government formed the Learning and Skills Councils and the University
for Industry to help create more chances for adults to learn.

In the 21st century, people don’t have to learn any facts.

Adults in the 21st century have to learn how to learn.

People have to learn throughout their lives because things are changing too
rapidly.

Policy-makers used to be interested in education outcomes rather than
education providers.

The learning provided by museums and galleries is more flexible than that of
schools and universities.

Museums and galleries can motivate people to learn.

Older people on the Drawn from Memory project used computers to make
calendars from their own photos.

The older participants were proud of what they had made.

Il. Explain the sentences by filling in the blanks.

1.

Text sentence: ... but there’s nothing compulsory about adult learning.

Interpretation: ... but adults

Text sentence: If you don’t engage adults’ interest, they can just quit learning at any time.
Interpretation: If you fail , adults may stop learning at any time.

Text sentence: Adult learning is high on the Government’s agenda...

Interpretation: The Government gives

Text sentence: Learning in the 21st century is something that delivers not facts to be
digested under controlled conditions, but knowledge that can be applied to
novel situations and challenges... :

Interpretation: Instead of , learning in the 21st century delivers knowledge
that can be used in new situations and challenges...




5. Text sentence: ... what they knew yesterday doesn’t always apply today.

Interpretation: ... what people learned in the past

6. Text sentence: ... the boundaries between formal providers (like colleges) and non-formal
providers (like museums and galleries) are breaking up...

Interpretation: ... there is between formal providers and non-formal

providers...

7. Text sentence: Museums and galleries are perfectly placed to rise to the challenge and
become one of the new types of flexible adult learning suppliers.
Interpretation: Museums and galleries, as a new type of flexible adult learning supplier,

are

8. Text sentence: ... but with the motivation of the end product (the calendar with their own
photos) in mind, they overcame their fears by working in a supportive
environment, with like-minded people.

Interpretation: ... but keeping in mind , they shared the same objective,

supported each other and thus overcame their fears.

C. Detailed Study of the Text

And interest is the key—on the whole, children are in compulsory education... (Para. 2) %
R ——E R, BTNELHRISHT
BREEREEVE I EABEZHEN LS, MEEMEST 165 1)/ D04 LA Z
HE, EERNAESMNEIEDEILEEI6S HILMEZ LFBE, XFBEE—HER
(-0

... the formation of the Learning and Skills Councils to manage all post-16 education...
(Para. 3) ==+ RET “¥IEHBRERLR”, AR 16 ¥ ABHHEF -

164 URHIEBEIRIEXSHE, BHERVEE. EiE&SEE ULHAME R
BRAEEFEFF.

... something that is becoming essential in a world where the only constant is change. (Para. 3)
------ (B2l #%, ¥IR) (AL NELALFHERIBRALTT IV HAS,
constant7E 2RI H P ARRE. “WA” = “MEE (fH) 7 . MAIH where the only
constant is change® f “ANERFA RN




4 ... they overcame their fears by working in a supportive environment, with like-minded
people. (Para. 5) -+ B HEEREEHA—RIE, AEZIH, RMNAURT AR,
their fears/2 4 ftufi T4f LR R ERARL :

5 We still have a way to go, but if we act now, we can reach this goal and help to change
people’s lives. (Para. 6) A MLEA R KEIHERA, 2l RXREAMNKRAMAL, BB FRX
—BAiF, HABEPAMKELE,
have a way to go% Thave a long way to go, = AN “BABKHEEE” 5 “BHEBREZH
HEM” . this goalf§ Y2 Bl —4) P A museums and galleries are seen as a first point of

call for adult learning by providers and learners alike,

D. Talking About the Text

Work in pairs. Ask and answer the following questions first and then put your

answers together to make an oral composition.

2SS U R R e

What can museums and galleries be for all kinds of people?

Has the Government realized the importance of museums and galleries?
What should people in the 21st century be able to do?

What else should they do throughout their lives? Why?

What is another reason for people to keep learning?

Why is this an important opportunity for museums and galleries?

Why can museums and galleries be good adult learning suppliers?

What does the author hope providers and learners can do?

E. Vocabulary Practice

I. Fill in the blanks with the new words or expressions from Text A.

Gy s WRNED =

I have read the report but have not everything.

The electronic age is forcing us to look at ourselves and our brains in a way.
She introduced a new issue and its importance to us.

An agreement on the of a new government was reached on June 6.
Water is a compound containing the of hydrogen and oxygen.

He usually speaks casually, but today he gave a speech.




When he was asked why he helped the child, he said he was by love,

7
and expected nothing in return.
8. The of the election was out of the expectation of the general public.
9. Anyway, she is a popular figure she is.
10. The insurance industry plays a role in the British economy.

Il. Complete the following dialogs with appropriate words or expressions from Text A.

11

10.

A

@ > w > W w

B
A
B
A
B
A
B:
A
B
A
B
A

: What’s her educational 7
: She’s got a bachelor’s degree in Physics from Nanjing University.

: Is this a course?

: No, it’s an elective course. You can decide whether to take it or not.

: Let’s move to the last item on the

: Yes, sir.
: What her to leave home?

Her parents disagreed with her in almost every aspect of her life.
: Tom and Jane are next-door neighbors.

: That’s right, and the fence marks the
: We are one of the largest of employment in the area.

between Tom’s property and Jane’s.

: That’s why so many applicants want to get a job here.
: Hey Mary, I heard that your won the first prize at the flower show.

Congratulations!
: Thank you very much.
: What do you think are the of a good life?
: Honesty, industry and kindness.
: T like milk, but I can’t it.
: What a pity! Maybe you can try soya bean milk.
: Your ad says that you don’t need any qualifications for this job?

: Yes, but we would like you to have some experience.




Before Reading

Discuss the following questions in class.
1. When you graduate from college, would you like to go on studying for higher degrees? If yes,

how long would you like to study?

2. How do you understand the saying “One is never too old to learn”?

1

4

Reading

O O O O
Something to Rely On

Learning has always been an important part of my life. In fact, I have never stopped
studying since graduating over 15 years ago. Strangely, the more knowledge I have
acquired', the more I have found myself lacking’ in knowledge. It seems that, once the
process of learning has been started, it is hard to stop.

After obtaining my first degree in mechanical engineering’, I studied building
services' and environmental technology’. I obtained an honors degree in physics and
mathematics, a postgraduate’ diploma’ in construction project management’, an MBA"
and a Master’s in English for Special Purposes and took some other courses without
academic awards. Today, I am pursuing a part-time Ph.D." in English Studies.

Some friends wonder how I have kept studying for so many years. They usually
ask: “Is it worth studying that much?”, “What are the motivations''?” and “How can
you cope with the pressure of working full-time and studying part-time?”’

I always find it hard to give definite ’ answers. I have never actually weighed'’
the cost of studying a programme against the expected returns and have not had any
specific'* objectives in mind when I enrolled. All I thought was that the programme was
interesting and could provide me with the knowledge I wanted. Probably, my appetite
for knowledge gave me the motivation to go on. ,

Taking a formal programme helps one acquire in-depth knowledge in a structured
way. I see academic awards as milestones ’ of personal achievement.

Like many other part-time adult learners, I do sometimes feel the pressure of
working full-time and studying part-time. Relaxing myself for short periods whenever



