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FOCAL

AMBASAID NA hEIREANN
12 Mein Féir 1985

Scéal eipicitiil na safochta de dhé mhile bliain 0 thuaisceart
na hEorpa a bhi inchurtha leis an nGréig is leis an Roimh 6
thaobh saibhris, O thaobh éagstlachta, is 0 thaobh cumhachta,
is ea stair na gCeilteach. I ndeireadh na ddla ba léir
tionchar na gCeilteach 6n Medn—-QOirthear go dii an tAtlantach.
Cultitr agus miteaseolaiocht uathila a thug siad leo, maille
leis an stil ealaine is éachtai lastuaidh de na hAlpa tar éis
tréimhse na hOighearaoise, meastar.

Furor celticus a thug na Rémhénaigh orthu agus i mbldth a
n-impirveachta bhi an Cheiltis ceann de chiig chraobh na hind-
Eorpaise & labhairt in Ankara, in Koln, i mBealgrdd agus
i Milano. Labhraionn breis is dhd wmhillittn daoine na
teangacha Ceilteacha inniti sa Bhriotdin, in Eirinn, in Albain
agus sa Bhreatain Bheag ach is t Eire an taon Stdt ndisiunta
Ceilteach a mhaireann beo. Is i an Ghaeilge 0 ckraobh
Goidelach na Ceiltise a priomtheanga oifigitil.

Is ciinamh an-mhér do thuiscint na Seapdnach ar dr
n-oidhreacht chultirtha is ar scéal suntasach Gr sinsear 6
thuaisceart na hEcrpa an foilseachdn nua seo 6 Chumann
Litriocht Ghaeilge na Seapdine. Déanaim comhghairdeas
crotuil leis an gCumann trina Uachtardn, an tOllamh, Atsticé
Mitstthasi, ar a éacht iontach.

Sesan G. O Ronain

A & ORI

’
Ambasaddir na hEireann

b ieowitis, 2




PREFACE

EMBASSY OF IRELAND
12 September 1985

The history of the Celts is the 2000-year epic story of the
North European civilisation that rivalled Greece and Rome
for richness, diversity and power. The Celts eventually made
their influence felt from the Middle East to the Atlantic
bringing with them a unique culture and wmythology and a
style of art conmsidered to be the greatest achievement north
of the Alps after the Ice Age.

The Romans called them furor celticus and at the height
of their empire Ankara, Koln, Belgrade and Milan all
spoke Celtic, one of the five branches of Indo-European.
Celtic languages are spoken by more than two million people
in Brittany, Ireland, Scotland and Wales today but Ireland
is the only surviving Celtic nation State. Its first official
language is Irish of the Goidelic group of Celtic.

This further publication of the Irish Literature Society of
Japan is a major contribution to Japanese understanding of
the remarkable story of our North European ancestors and
our cultural heritage. I heartily congratulate the Society
through its President, Professor Atsuko Mitsuhashi, on its
splendid achievement.

Sedn G, Ronan

Ambassador of Ireland
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