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Preface

Importance of embedded systems

Embedded systems can be defined as information processing systems embed-
ded into enclosing products such as cars, telecommunication or fabrication
equipment. Such systems come with a large number of common character-
istics, including real-time constraints, and dependability as well as efficiency
requirements. Embedded system technology is essential for providing ubig-
uitous information, one of the key goals of modern information technology
am).

Following the success of IT for office and workflow applications, embedded
systems are considered to be the most important application area of informa-
tion technology during the coming years. Due to this expectation, the term
post-PC era was coined. This term denotes the fact that in the future, standard-
PCs will be a less dominant kind of hardware. Processors and software will be
used in much smaller systems and will in many cases even be invisible (this
led to the term the disappearing computer). It is obvious that many technical
products have to be technologically advanced to find customers’ interest. Cars,
cameras, TV sets, mobile phones etc. can hardly be sold any more unless they
come with smart software. The number of processors in embedded systems
already exceeds the number of processors in PCs, and this trend is expected
to continue. According to forecasts, the size of embedded software will also
increase at a large rate. Another kind of Moore’s law was predicted: For many
products in the area of consumer electronics the amount of code is doubling
every two years [Vaandrager, 1998].

This importance of embedded systems is so far not well reflected in many of the
current curricula. This book is intended as an aid for changing this situation. It
provides the material for a first course on embedded systems, but can also be
used by non-student readers.
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Audience for this book
This book intended for the following audience:

Computer science, computer engineering and electrical engineering stu-
dents who would like to specialize in embedded systems. The book should
be appropriate for third year students who do have a basic knowledge of
computer hardware and software. This book is intended to pave the way
for more advanced topics that should be covered in a follow-up course.

Engineers who have so far worked on systems hardware and who have to
move more towards software of embedded systems. This book should pro-
vide enough background to understand the relevant technical publications.

Professors designing a new curriculum for embedded systems.

Curriculum integration of embedded systems

The book assumes a basic understanding in the following areas (see fig. 0.1):

electrical networks at the high-school level (e.g. Kirchhoff’s laws),
operational amplifiers (optional),

computer hardware, for example at the level of the introductory book by
J.L. Hennessy and D.A. Patterson [Hennessy and Patterson, 1995],

fundamental digital circuits such as gates and registers,
computer programming,
finite state machines,

fundamental mathematical concepts such as tuples, integrals, and linear
equations,

algorithms (graph algorithms and optimization algorithms such as branch
and bound),

the concept of NP-completeness.

A key goal of this book is to provide an overview of embedded system design
and to relate the most important topics in embedded system design to each
other. It should help to motivate students and teachers to look at more details.
While the book covers a number of topics in detail, others are covered only
briefly. These brief sections have been included in order to put a number of
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Figure 0.1. Positioning of the topics of this book

related issues into perspective. Furthermore, this approach allows lecturers to
have appropriate links in the book for adding complementary material of their
choice. The book should be complemented by follow-up courses providing a
more specialized knowledge in some of the following areas:

» digital signal processing,

= robotics,

s machine vision,

= sensors and actors,

» real-time systems, real-time operating systems, and scheduling,
= control systems,

» specification languages for embedded systems,

» computer-aided design tools for application-specific hardware,
s formal verification of hardware systems,

» testing of hardware and software systems,

s performance evaluation of computer systems,

s low-power design techniques,

= security and dependability of computer systems,

= ubiquitous computing,

= application areas such as telecom, automotive, medical equipment,
smart homes,

and
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s impact of embedded systems.

A course using this book should be complemented by an exiting lab, using, for
example, small robots, such as Lego Mindstorm” or similar robots. Another
option is to let students gain some practical experience with StateCharts-based
tools.

Additional information related to the book can be obtained from the fol-
lowing web page:

http://1s12-www.cs.uni-dortmund.de/~marwedel/kluwer-es-book.

This page includes links to slides, exercises, hints for running labs, references
to selected recent publications and error corrections. Readers who discover er-
rors or who would like to make comments on how to improve the book should
send an e-mail to peter.marwedel @udo.edu.

Assignments could also use the information in complementary books [Ganssle,
1992], [Ball, 1996], [Ball, 1998], [Barr, 1999], [Ganssle, 2000], [Wolf, 2001],
[Buttazzo, 2002].

The use of names in this book without any reference to copyrights or trademark
rights does not imply that these names are not protected by these.

Please enjoy reading the book!
Dortmund (Germany), September 2003
P. Marwedel

Welcome to the current updated version of this book! The merger of Kluwer
and Springer publishers makes it possible to publish this version of the book
less than two years after the initial 2003 version. In the current version, all ty-
pos and errors found in the original version have been corrected. Moreover, all
Internet references have been checked and updated. Apart from these changes,
the content of the book has not been modified. A list of the errors corrected is
available at the web page listed above.

Please enjoy reading this updated book.
Dortmund (Germany), August 2005
P. Marwedel
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Terms and scope

Until the late eighties, information processing was associated with large main-
frame computers and huge tape drives. During the nineties, this shifted towards
information processing being associated with personal computers, PCs. The
trend towards miniaturization continues and the majority of information pro-
cessing devices will be small portable computers integrated into larger prod-
ucts. Their presence in these larger products, such as telecommunication equip-
ment will be less obvious than for the PC. Hence, the new trend has also been
called the disappearing computer. However, with this new trend, the com-
puter will actually not disappear, it will be everywhere. This new type of
information technology applications has also been called ubiquitous com-
puting [Weiser, 2003], pervasive computing [Hansmann, 2001], [Burkhardt,
2001], and ambient intelligence [Koninklijke Philips Electronics N.V., 2003],
[Marzano and Aarts, 2003]. These three terms focus on only slightly different
aspects of future information technology. Ubiquitous computing focuses on the
long term goal of providing “information anytime, anywhere”, whereas perva-
sive computing focuses a somewhat more on practical aspects and the exploita-
tion of already available technology. For ambient intelligence, there is some
emphasis on communication technology in future homes and smart buildings.
Embedded systems are one of the origins of these three areas and they provide
a major part of the necessary technology. Embedded systems are informa-
tion processing systems that are embedded into a larger product and that
are normally not directly visible to the user. Examples of embedded systems
include information processing systems in telecommunication equipment, in
transportation systems, in fabrication equipment and in consumer electronics.
Common characteristics of these systems are the following:

1



