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STRATEGIES

TO USE WHEN YOU MEET A NEW WORD

PRONOUNCE THE WORD

Is it a word you know?
Is it a word you have heard other people use?

EXAMINE THE WORD

Is it a compound word? Do you know the meanings of the
smaller words?

Are any parts of the word like another word you know? Does
it have a familiar base word? Does it have a familiar prefix
or suffix?

EXAMINE THE SENTENCE IN WHICH THE WORD
APPEARS

Are there any clues that help you understand the meaning of
the new word?

If you are still not sure what the word means, look it up in the
glossary or a dictionary to find out its meaning.



STRATEGIES
TO USE WHEN YOU WRITE

PREWRITING—Before you write,

choose a topic.
consider your purpose and audience.
take notes and make an outline.

WRITING—When you write your first draft,

use your notes.

compose a topic sentence.

compose detail sentences that support your topic.
vary sentence length and structure for interest.

REVISING—When you revise,

edit your first draft. Be sure you have kept to your topic,

arranged your sentences in the best order, used vivid words,

and achieved your purpose for writing.
proofread. Be sure the punctuation, spelling, and grammar
you have used are correct.

Use these marks 4 Start new paragraph
when you edit A Add this
and proofread. A Delete this
_Abwercase Make this lowercase
capital Make this uppercase

copy your revised draft neatly on a clean sheet of paper.
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PEOPLE AND
ANIMALS

Animals are an important part
of many people’s lives. Long, long
ago we know that dogs helped
prehistoric hunters. Today many
animals help people as they work.
Horses pull carts. Elephants haul
loads in the jungles of India.
Camels carry goods and people
across the deserts of Arabia. When
we keep animals as pets they give
us loyalty and affection.

In this unit you will read about
some very special animals. As you
read, think about haw the animal
is a belp to its owner. Why is the
person’s life richer because of his
or her pet?




T Three M- P

by COLIN THIELE

Animals and humans can form strong friendships.
Animals often return the kindness shown them by hu-
mans with loyalty. In this story, Storm Boy, who lives
with his father on an island off the coast of Australia,
rescues three pelicans.

How was the pelican nest destroyed? What hap-
pens after Storm Boy and his father bring the pelicans
back to the sanctuary?

When Storm Boy went walking along the beach,
or over the sand hills, or in the sanctuary, the birds
were not afraid. They knew he was a friend. The
pelicans sat in a row and rattled their beaks drily in
greeting. The moorhens fussed and chattered. The
ibises cut the air into strips as they jerked their
curved beaks up and down. The blue crane stood in
silent dignity like a tall, thin statue as Storm Boy
went past.

But one morning Storm Boy found everything in

uproar and confusion. Three or four young men had N‘;%?iﬁﬂzh“‘i

gone into the sanctuary. They had found some peli-
can nests—wide, rough nests of sticks, grass, and
pelican feathers as big as turkey quills—and they
had killed two of the big birds nesting there. After
that they had scattered everything wildly with their
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boots, kicking and shouting and picking up the
white eggs and throwing them about until they were
all broken. Then they had gone off laughing.
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Storm Boy crept forward in fear and anger. He i
looked around sadly at the ruin and destruction. e
o

Then he heard a faint rustling and crying. There,
under the sticks and grass of the broken nests, were
three tiny pelicans—still alive. Storm Boy picked
them up carefully and hurried back to Hideaway
with them.

Two of the baby pelicans were fairly strong, but
the third was gravely ill. He was bruised and hurt
and helpless. He was so weak that he couldn’t even
hold up his head to be fed. He just let it drop back
flat on the ground as soon as Storm Boy or Hide-
away let go of it.
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“I don’t think he’ll live,” said Hideaway. “He’s
too small and sick.”

“He mustn’t die,” Storm Boy said desperately.
“He mustn’t! He mustn’t!”

He wrapped up the tiny bruised body in one of
Hideaway’s scarves and put it by the fire. All day
long he watched it lying there, sometimes moving
feebly or opening its beak to give a noiseless cry.
Every now and then Storm Boy poured out a drop
of cod-liver oil from the bottle that Hideaway had
once bought for him. He tried to trickle it down the
baby bird’s throat.

Night came on, and still Storm Boy couldn’t
sleep. Again and again through the night he slipped
out of bed and tiptoed across the dirt floor to the
fireplace to make sure the baby pelican was warm
enough.




