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The Stars and Stripes

Part A Preview Reading

1. Text
Flags of the United States

he Stars and Stripes is the most popular name for the red,
Twhite, and blue national flag of the United States. No one
knows where this name came from, but we do know the origin
of several other names. Francis Scott Key first called the U.S.
flag the Star-Spangled Banner in 1814 when he wrote the poem
that became the national anthem. William Driver (1803-1886), a
sea captain from Salem, Massachusetts, gave the flag another
popular name, Old Glory. He first used the name for a flag some
friends gave him when he took command of a ship in 1831.

The Stars and Stripes stands for the land, the people, the
government, and the ideals of the United States, no matter
when or where it is displayed. Some other flags also stand for
the United States, or its government, in certain situations. The
Navy Jack, a blue flag with white stars, stands for the United
States whenever it flies from a U.S. Navy ship. The stars,
stripes, and colors of the U.S. flag appear in many other official
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flags, and in the flags of many states and territories.
First United States Flags

In the first years of the Revolutionary War, Americans
fought under many flags. One of them, the Cambridge or Grand
Union Flag, flew over George Washington’s headquarters in
Boston. It was the first American flag to receive a salute from
another country. On November 16, 1776, the Dutch governor of
St. Eustatius, in the West Indies, saluted Isaiah Robinson’s ship,
Andrew Doria. But the colonists wanted one flag, not many.
Finally, on June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress passed the
following resolution:

“Resolved, that the flag of the thirteen United States be
thirteen stripes alternate red and white; that the union be
thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new
constellation.”

This flag received its first salute from another country on
Feb. 14, 1778, when French vessels in Quiberon Bay, France,
saluted John Paul Jones and his ship Ranger.

No one knows who designed this flag, or who made the
first one. Soon after the flag was adopted, Congressman
Francis Hopkinson claimed that he had designed it. Some
historians believe that Betsy Ross, a Philadelphia seamstress,
made the first U.S. flag. Her grandson, William J. Canby, made
this claim in 1870. He based the claim on sworn statements
from several persons, including some of Betsy Ross’s
daughters, nieces, and granddaughters. Historical records
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show that she did make flags for the government in 1777. But
many historians doubt that she made the first United States flag.

Changes in the United States Flag

By 1794, two new states had joined the Union. Congress
decided to add two stars and two stripes to the flag. It ordered a
15-stripe flag used after May 1, 1795. The stars appeared in five
rows, three in a row. Americans carried this flag in the War of
1812.

Five more states had come into the Union by 1817.
Congress did not want the flag to have 20 stars and 20 stripes,
because it would be too cluttered. Samuel Chester Reid
(1783-1861), a navy captain, proposed a flag of 13 stripes, with
a star for each state. Congress accepted the idea, because it
could then change the stars easily. On April 4, 1818, it set the
number of stripes at 13 again. It ordered a new star to be added
to the flag on July 4th after a state joined the Union.

Congress still did not say how the stars should be arranged,
so flagmakers used various designs. For example, the Great
Star Flag of 1818 had its 20 stars arranged in the form of a
five-pointed star. In the years that followed, various presidents
sometimes proclaimed new arrangements for the stars when a
new state entered the Union. In some cases, the army and navy
worked out the new designs. And, in some cases, no official
action was ever taken. During the Civil War, President Abraham
Lincoln refused to have the stars for southern states taken from
the flag. Union troops fought under a 33-star flag for the first
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three months of the war, a 34-star flag until 1863, and a 35-star
flag until the end of the war. No one ever decided on the design
of the 46-star flag, used from 1908 to 1912. Presidential orders
fixed the positions of the stars in 1912 (for 48 stars), in 1959 (for
49), and in 1960 (for 50).

Manufacturing Flags

Almost all flags are made of cloth. Most flags that fly
outdoors are made with fabrics blended of nylon and wool.
These fabrics are light, strong, and colorfast. For many years,
flagmakers used bunting in flags. Mills produced this strong
woolen éloth in long strips 9 inches wide, called breadths, and
many flag books still describe flags in terms of breadths.
Inexpensive flags are usually made of cotton, and the cotton
fabric is sometimes also called bunting. Special ceremonial
flags are almost always made of silk, which is richer looking and
more colorful than the nylon, woolen, or cotton fabrics.

Sewing is the most common method of making flags. Strips
of flag material are sewn together in the proper positions and
sizes to create the flag. Elaborate designs, such as the
complicated seals within some flags, may be painted on cloth
and then appliqued, or sewn, onto the background cloth of the
flag. They may aiso be embroidered on the flag by hand.
Especially complicated flags, such as Great Britain’s Royal
Standard, may be painted or embroidered entirely by hand.

Many flags are printed, usually on paper or plastic
materials, but sometimes on cloth. Flags and pennants are
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often printed on cloth by the silk screen process, with a
separate silk screen stencil for each color. Most governments
do not regard printed flags as official, even if they are carefully
printed on cloth, and especially if they are printed on paper.
They point out that paper replicas of flags are not durable and
may be discarded accidentally or in an inappropriate manner.
They feel that a flag must be carefully made, preferably by hand,
to be worthy of honor and respect.

In making a U.S. flag, workers cut stars from white cloth in
the appropriate size, then attach them to the blue field of the
canton with a spot of glue, just for position. The stars are then
sewn permanently in place on the blue cloth. At the same time,
other workers sew together long strips of red and white fabric to
form the stripes. Each strip of cloth is added separately. Many
flagmakers sew panels of six stripes for the area below the blue
field and seven stripes for the area beside it, then cut the panels
into the appropriate lengths. The blue field and panels of stripes
are then sewn together and a strip of strong heading material is
added along the hoist for extra strength. A special machine
punches holes at the top and bottom of the heading and puts
metal rings in them. With these rings, the heading will be strong
enough to hold the flag on the halyards.

In most countries, private firms make all the flags, although
some governments make their own. Annin & Company is the
world’s largest flagmaker. It makes about 25,000,000 flags a
year, including U.S. flags and flags for other countries. The
company has offices in New York City and a plant in Verona,
N;J.fAnnin produced one of the world’s largest flags, a 60-by-90



