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We dedicate this book to all of the students at the University of Missouri who
we have worked with over the years who have stimulated us to understand
and become better teachers and mentors to students writing their theses or
dissertations. We hope the next generation of students can benefit from our

experiences with you.



Preface and Acknowledgments

We wrote this book for those learning how to actually write the major compo-
nents of a thesis or dissertation. Both of us have taught courses focused on
writing theses and dissertations. From our combined experience of over 20
years of teaching these courses, we have found that it is often helpful for stu-
dents to have the key elements of each thesis/dissertation chapter clearly iden-
tified and to have corresponding examples of those elements or sections. We
have noticed that students often experience affective reactions in many phases
of writing their thesis or dissertation. However, rarely do texts explore the
affective issues that can impede students’ progress and provide suggestions in
how to deal with these issues. Thus, we have designed this book to explicitly
discuss the affective issues related to writing a thesis or dissertation and to pro-
vide many examples from actual theses and dissertations that illustrate typical
ways to write many sections of each chapter.

In many ways this book represents a “how to” book; our goal is to provide
more specific guidance for students to facilitate the writing of proposals and
final drafts of their theses and dissertations. Thus, each chapter provides spe-
cific information about sections that are commonly found in theses and dis-
sertations: how to write research hypotheses, how to write descriptions of
inventories, how to write the results of data analyses using different statistical
analyses. Our goal is to provide the basic rationale for common elements of
each major chapter of the thesis/dissertation; then we provide numerous
examples to illustrate exactly how previous students have written these sec-
tions. Although the content of readers’ theses or dissertations most likely will
differ from the examples in the book, the examples serve to concretely iden-
tify some of the key elements in the chapters.

Note that this book is not intended to teach students about how to
design studies, how to conduct data collection, or how to conduct statistical
procedures. These topics are beyond the focus of this book and have been
covered previously in other books. Rather, this book focuses on how to write



