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Preface

The third edition of Between Worlds remains a reader, rhetoric, and handbook
that offers students and instructors essential materials to support their writing
courses. A diverse reader with thematically arranged selections includes writ-
ing prompts that encourage students to write about each reading in isolation as
well as in relation to other texts. A concise rhetoric and handbook follow the
reader. They are designed to help students through every aspect of the writing
process and through some of the most common writing assignments, including
the research paper. Although each part of this textbook can be used indepen-
dently, both instructor and student will find the cross-referencing of material
between the reader and the rhetoric an advantage for teaching and learning.

Since the publication of the first and second editions, we have received
overwhelming support for combining three texts within one cover, for our se-
lection of provocative readings, and for the cross-referencing of these read-
ings with meaningful assignments and accessible rhetorical instruction. The
third edition retains our successes and includes some exciting changes and
additions.

New Readings and More Varied Topics New selections revitalize each of
the existing chapters to reflect the conflicting realms—the “between worlds”—
in which most of us live. Like us, the individuals in these readings are caught
between balancing the burdens of work and school, between satisfying family
obligations and meeting personal needs, and between defining self while relat-
ing with others. New paired readings show divergent views about interpreting
advertising, questioning the influence of violence in the media, examining
new family patterns, identifying or denying ethnicity, protecting the environ-
ment, living online, and accepting one’s body in a figure-conscious world. Ad-
ditional new readings complement the existing themes of family pressures
and expectations, gender and culture identification, self-images and percep-
tions, and value choices. This edition features our first visual images: a picto-
rial history of smoking advertising.

New Voices and Favorite Voices This edition continues to include writers fa-
vored by students and instructors: Ellen Goodman, Anne Tyler, Warren Farrell,
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Joyce Carol Oates, Sharon Olds, Brent Staples, Marge Piercy, Martin Luther
King, Seamus Heaney, Michael Ventura, Michael Dorris, and Nicholas Negro-
ponte. Esteemed writers new to this edition include Anne Lamott, John Up-

dike, Luis Valdez, Debbie Stoller, Sam Fulwood, Howard Rosenberg, Susan
Douglas, and William Pollack.

New Approaches To engage and sustain student interest, we begin Parts I
and II in new ways. Responding to advice from reviewers, we model an active
reading of Ellen Goodman’s “Thanksgiving” the first selection in Part II. Stu-
dents will perceive the value of locating the thesis, underlining key points,
questioning assumptions, and circling unfamiliar terms.The opening of Part 11
features the dynamic voice of Anne Lamott, encouraging students and advis-
ing them not to be intimidated by assignments but to handle them “bird by
bird.” Our new emphasis on both audience and strategy will give students a
greater sense of purpose in tackling their own assignments.

New Reading Questions and Writing Assignments The “Thinking About
the Text” questions have been revised to focus less on content and more on au-
dience and purpose—to encourage students to examine the writer’s strategies
and to experiment with their own. The “Writing from the Text” sections pro-
vide students with varied writing prompts for each reading. In “Connecting
with Other Texts,” both the new and retained readings are linked thematically
within each chapter and throughout the book. These assignments direct stu-
dents to examine multiple perspectives critically and then use diverse materi-
als to support their points. New “Connecting” assignments also encourage
students to link readings from the text with material found on the Internet.

New Genres Diverse forms, styles, and techniques are reflected in the read-
ings in this edition. In addition to the standard academic essay exemplified in
both short, focused pieces and longer, more complex forms, the readings in-
clude editorials and commentaries, expository essays, explicit arguments, de-
scriptive narratives, a play, five short stories, seven poems, and an advertising
display.

New Additions to Part II Throughout this edition we focus more on under-
standing the writer’s purpose or aim. An expanded section on audience
awareness provides analysis of writers’ strategies. A new section—writing an
evaluative response essay—instructs students in the nuts and bolts of evalua-
ting a professional writer’s essay. The section, which includes a student’s eval-
uative response, encourages students to look carefully at specific details from
a reading as they assess it in terms of their own experiences. In addition to
the evaluative response essay, several other model essays are new and illus-
trate a wide range of topics: definition, comparison-contrast, process analy-
sis, and character analysis. Because we recognize that writing is a discovery
process, we continue to emphasize relevant techniques: numerous prewriting
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strategies; practical advice for considering audience; ideas about arrange-
ment, outlining, drafting, and revision; and tips for constructing and revising
the thesis. Throughout Part IT we show that writing is not a step-by-step
process; it involves concurrent and recursive activities. Additional practice
exercises are included to help students develop skills and to connect the
rhetoric more closely to the reader.

New Internet Guidelines and Assignments We have greatly expanded our
coverage of the Internet, adding a comprehensive checklist for evaluating
World Wide Web materials, cautionary advice about relying exclusively on
electronic sources, and guidelines for documenting online sources. However,
recognizing the ubiquitous nature and potential of this medium, we include
provocative readings from the Web, and we have created new practice assign-
ments to send students to useful Websites.

New Materials on Research Chapter 10 includes updated MLA and APA
guidelines and documentation forms. Because so much of the research
process is now online, we offer a section on using and abusing electronic
sources as well as on documenting them. In addition, we have retained and
updated the glossary of computer-related terms to help novices shuttle be-
tween the world of books and cyberspace.

New Handbook Entries Part III, a handbook designed to empower students
but not overwhelm them, focuses on the most common errors—the “terrible
ten”—that persist in student writing. To help students interpret their instruc-
tors’ comments, a list of marginal symbols is included in the text (pp. 568-569)
and, for quicker access, on the inside back cover. We have also added new en-
tries and examples to the ever-expanding list of troublesome words that many
writers confuse or misuse.

An updated Instructor’s Manual is also available to adopters of this new
edition.
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