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FOREWORD

The International Conference on Advanced Materials (ICAM-96) was held from Au-
gust 12-15, 1996 in Beijing, China. The Conference provided a forum for the exchange
of research findings in the science and technology of advanced materials. It successfully
promoted interactions among researchers and technologists world-wide in the fields of mate-
rials, mechanics, physics, chemistry, and engineering science. Furthermore, the Conference
addressed the challenges and opportunities in advanced materials for the 21st century. This
volume of the Proceedings contains 196 papers by authors from 20 countries and regions.

ICAM-96 was organized by the Chinese Society of Theoretical and Applied Mechan-
ics and. co-sponsored by the American Ceramic Society (ACer5), the American Society for
Composites (ASC), the Chinese Materials Research Society, The Chinese Society for Com-
posite Materials, the Chinese Society of Theoretical and Applied Mechanics, the European
Association for Composite Materials (EACM), the Institute of Ceramics Research, CAS, the
Society for the Advancement of Materials and Processing Engineering (SAMPE), USA, and
The Minerals, Metals and Materials Society (TMS), USA. Financial support for ICAM-96
was received from the Chinese Association for Science and Technology, the National Natural
Science Foundation of China, and the U.S. Army Research Office.

The Editors express their sincere gratitude to the many individuals who contributed to
the planning and execution of ICAM-96, in particular to members of the International Ad-
visory Committee and the Organizing Committee as well as Professor T. X. Mao, Professor
N. G. Liang, and Dr. Xueli Han. We also acknowledge the able assistance of Ms. Diane
Kukich, Ms. Nancy Potts, and Ms. Marie Kreck of the University of Delaware. Finally,

the advice and encouragement of Dr. Andrew Crowson and Dr. Julian J. Wu are greatly

appreciated.

‘Wang Tzuchiang
Tsu-Wei Chou
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