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z Passage s

[1] This question may seem a bit strange. Obviously, intensive reading is at least one
kind of reading, a slow, careful reading style that is appropriate for very difficult
texts. However, in many ways, intensive reading is really more of a language study method
than a form of reading. Intensive reading is useful for English study because its slow speed
allows students to stop and look new words up in the dictionary; it also allows students to
pause and carefully study long or difficult sentences to get a better understanding of their

grammar.
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[2] However, intensive reading alone will not make students good readers. In fact, too
much intensive reading may actually-cause students to develop bad reading habits. For example,
because intensive reading requires students to pay attention to every detail, it often encourages the
habit of paying more attention to the vocabulary and grammar of a text than to its overall mean-
ing, It also encourages the habit of reading English very slowly, and students who become accus-
tomed to reading English in this way often never learn to read any faster. Finally, intensive reading
tends to be relatively boring, so students who fall into the habit of reading everything intensively
often come to dislike reading in English.

[3] The main purpose of most reading is to understand the meaning of the text, usually as
quickly as possible, so extensive reading is more like “real” reading than intensive reading is. In
order to become good readers, students need to practice reading extensively as well as intensive-
ly. It is good for students to read intensively sometimes so they can study a text’s grammar and vo-
cabulary. They also need to read intensively if a text is very difficult. But it is equally important for
them to spend time reading texts in an extensive style, focusing mainly on the meaning of the text,
not stopping to look up every new word.

[4] Furthermore, to become good readers, students need to read a lot — entire books or
magazines — instead of just short articles or passages from English textbooks. Just as a runner must
run a lot every day in order to build muscles for running, good readers need to read frequently and
extensively to build good reading skills.

New Words

intensive [ in'tensiv ] adj. giving a lot of attention to a small amount of something
£1; £PH

intensively [ in'tensivli ] adv. BFEEH EPH

obviously [ 'sbviasli ] adp. it can be easily seen; plainly B Bt

appropriate [ o'proupriit ] adj. correct or suitable for a particular situation or occasion i
L EER

pause [ po:z] v. make a pause; stop for a short time before continuing {545,
owiE

cause [ koiz] v. to lead to or be the cause of B[

detail [ 'dizteil ] n. a single point of or fact about something 47

encourage [ in'karid3 ] v. support; to give active approval to X HF, B¢/Hl

overall [ 'auvoro:l ] adj. & adv. including everything 23K, £MH

accustomed [ o'kastomd | adj. in the habit of; used to S {{F -+ i)

tend [ tend ] v. to have a tendency A -+ N CIEREIEE

relatively [ 'relativli] adv. in a relative manner; in comparison with something else
FEX H

dislike [ dis'laik ] v. not to like RNE % K&



extensive [ iks'tensiv ]
extensively [ iks'tensivli ]
equally [ 'izkwoli]

focus [ 'foukas ]
furthermore [ fo:da'mo: ]
entire [ in'taia ]

muscle [ 'masl ]
frequently [ 'fritkwontli ]
okill [ skil]

adj. large in amount, area or range | {Z /]
adv. JTIZHE, KFBH
adv. as (much) ; to an equal degree FH%5H#h , [FIEEHD

v. direct (one’s attention) on fHEEHFEES |, £
adv. in addition to what has been said %), TWiH

adj. with nothing left out; complete ¥/MHJ, 2P

n. lA

adv. often 5 #h

n. special ability to do something well, esp, as gained by learn-
ing and practice H{RE, 15

Phrases & Expressions

be appropriate for

to look up (words)
tend to be

to fall into (a habit)
to come to dislike
just as

focus on

‘ Exercises ’

to find words (in the dictionary) ZF(ZF4i)
usually is, often is fEH: & ; filifa] F

to develop a (bad) habit FEFL(IR) J 1R
to begin to not like AFHEFAE WK

used for comparing two similar things 1F{§

#F

Checking your understanding of the text

| . Answer the following question.

. Is intensive reading a kind of reading?

. What kind of texts is intensive reading appropriate for?

. Why is intensive reading useful for English study?

. Will intensive reading alone make students good readers? Why?

. Can intensive reading encourage the habit of paying attention to the overall meaning of the text?
. According to the passage, what are the main purposes of intensive reading?

. What are some things students can learn through intensive reading?

. What are some bad habits intensive reading may encourage?

=R IS B Y S A

. What is the main purpose of extensive reading?
10. How do students become good readers?
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Drilling your words

II. Spell out the words with the help of the given definitions and first letters.

large in extent, range, or amount

concentrating all one’s effort on a specific area

to concentrate attention

suitable for a particular person, condition, occasion, or place
often

to stop for a while before continuing

a single point of something

including everything

in addition; moreover

T

to have a tendency

ll. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where nec-

essary.

intensive habit extensive alone detail
frequent furthermore encourage overall entire

1. Each counselor undergoes a(n) training program before beginning work.

2. You can do the job.

3. The situation is good, despite a few minor problems.

4. Mr. Smith is a professor with a(n) knowledge of this subject.

5. Hurricanes are here in autumn.

6. Fresh vegetables are nutritious; they are cheaper than frozen ones.

7. When things aren’t going well, he me, telling me not to give up.

8. Many people add salt to their food out of , without even tasting it first.

9. They got a(n) set of silver cutlery (£ E.) as a wedding present.

10. He talked in great about the curtains he’s chosen for his lounge.

IV. Fill in the blanks with the expressions given below. Change the form where

necessary.
tend to be be appropriate for look up focus on at least
pay attention to  be accustomed to in fact instead of as well as
1. If you don’t know what the word means, it in a dictionary.
2. The tournament is open to amateurs ~ professionals.
3. Sports clothes not a formal wedding.

4, For some reason, girls better at learning language than boys are.
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5. She waking at 6 a. m.

6. Tonight’s program __ homelessness.

7. 1 made this cake specially, with brown sugar white.

8. Please the difference between the two words.

9. This famous painting was thought to be by Van Gogh, but it is a forgery.
10. It will take you 20 minutes to get there.

Structure

V. Rewrite the following sentences usingas well as .

1. They own a house in France. They own a villa (5|&£) in Spain too.

2. He grows flowers. He grows vegetables too.

3. 1 bought a map of the world. I bought some picture books too.

4. 'm learning French. I'm learning English too. '

5. We have a responsibility to our community. We have a responsibility to our families too.

Translation

V1. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. Obviously, intensive reading is at least one kind of reading, a slow, careful reading style that is
appropriate for very difficult texts.

2. Intensive reading is useful for English study because its slow speed allows students to stop and
look new words up in the dictionary; it also allows students to pause and carefully study long or
difficult sentences to get a better understanding of their grammar.

3. In fact, too much intensive reading may actually cause students to develop bad reading habits.

4. Finally, intensive reading tends to be relatively boring, so students who fall into the habit of
reading everything intensively often come to dislike reading in English.

5. Just as a runner must run a lot every day in order to build muscles for running, good readers
need to read frequently and extensively to build good reading skills.

VI. Translate the following sentences info English.

HRAKABEFEK,BLRHEGFEK, (be appropriate for)
BB EHEX MAMNER, EEITH, (look up)
ERXZHASHKBIERN I, (encourage)

W H RN AMESFEREERERN TR, (fall into the habit of)
BEMBANLARRNFAEERBIBAERM T o (come to dislike)
MG ILFEE A A K, BF IR A SRK. (ust as)

S e o
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Our Crazy Language
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If pro and con are opposites, is congress the opposite of progress?

[1] English is the most widely used language in the history of our planet. One in every sev-
en human beings can speak it. More than half of the world’s books and three-quarters of interna-
tional mail are in English. Of all languages, English has the largest vocabulary—perhaps as many
as two million words—and one of the noblest bodies of literature.

[2] Nonetheless,let’s face it: English is a crazy language. There is no egg in eggplant, neither
pine nor apple in pineapple and no ham in a hamburger. English muffins weren’t invented in England
or french fries in France. Sweetmeats are candy, while sweetbreads, which aren’t sweet, are meat.

[3] We take English for granted. But when we explore its paradoxes, we find that quick-
sand can work slowly, boxing rings are square, public bathrooms have no baths and a guinea pig is
neither a pig nor from Guinea.



(4] And why is it that a writer writes, but fingers don’t fing, grocers don’ groce, humding-
ers don’t hum and hammers don’t ham? If the plural of tooth is teeth, shouldn’t the plural of booth
be beeth? One goose, two gee'se—so one moose, two meese?

[5] Doesn’t it seem loopy that you can make amends but not just one amend, that you
comb through the annals of history but not just one annal? If you have a bunch of odds and ends
and you get rid of all but one, what do you call it?

[6] If the teacher taught, why isn’t it true that the preacher praught? If a horsehair mat is
made from the hair of horses and a camel’s-hair coat from the hair of camels, from what is a mohair
coat made? If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat? If you wrote a letter,
perhaps you also bote your tongue?

[7] Sometimes I wonder if all English speakers should be committed to an asylum for the
verbally insane. In what other language do people drive on a parkway and park in a driveway? Re-
cite at a play and play at a recital? Ship by truck and send cargo by ship? Have noses that run and
feet that smell?

[8] How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise guy
are opposites? How can overlook and oversee be opposites, while quite a lot and quite a few are
alike? How can the weather be hot as hell one day and cold as hell the next?

[9] And where are the people who are spring chickens or who actually would hurt a fly? I
meet individuals who can cut the mustard and whom I would touch with a ten-foot pole, but I can-
not talk about them in English.

[10] You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can bumn
up as it burns down, in which you fill in a form by filling it out and in which your alarm clock goes
off by going on.

[11] English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the
human race (which, of course, isn’t really a race at all). That is why, when stars are out they are
visible, but when the lights are out they are invisible. And why, when I wind up my watch I start
it, but when I wind up this essay I end it.

New Words

crazy [ 'kreizi ] adj. foolish, mad JAFH), FEHH

pro [ prou] n. BHSE

con [ kon] n. IAE

opposite [ 'opozit ] n. a person or thing that is as different as possible from anoth-
er Xf3r 9, HXT &

- congress [ 'kopgres ] n. (AFR)K%, [C~] (XEFEN)BEE, &

planet [ 'pleenit ] n. a large body in space that move round a star, esp. round
the sun 1T

nonetheless [ ;nanda'les ] adv. in spite of that; nevertheless RN, BRI

eggplant [ 'egpla:nt] n. ¥

pine [ pain ] n. AR, B

pineapple [ 'painepl ] n. R, HH
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ham [ hem ]

muffin [ 'mafin ]
sweetmeat [ 'swirtmizt ]
sweetbread [ 'swirtbred ]

paradox [ 'paeradoks ]
quicksand [ 'kwiksaend ]
grocer [ 'grousa ]
humdinger [ ham'dipa ]
hum [ ham]

booth [ bu:0]

moose [ mu:s ]

loopy [ 'luzpi]
preacher [ 'prirtfo]
horsehair [ 'hoishea]

mohair [ 'mauhea ]

mat [ mset ]

vegetarian [ vedzi'teorion ]

humanitarian [ hju;;meeni'tearion ]

asylum [ o'sailom ]
verbally [ 'va:boli ]
insane [ in'sein ]

parkway [ 'parkwei]
driveway [ 'draivwei ]

recite [ ri'sait ]

recital [ ri'saitl ]

slim [ slim]

overlook [ jouva'luk ]
oversee [ ;ouva'siz |
guy [ gail

hell [ hel]

mustard [ 'mastad ]

n. meat from the upper part of a pig’s leg preserved with salt
or smoke for use as food k8

n. B

n. a sweet or any food made of preserved in sugar Z4%, &

n. an organ from a sheep or young cow, used as food Z%#

n. an improbable combination of opposing qualities, ideas,
etc. HABTFEHIE

n. wet sand which sucks in anyone or anything that tries to
cross it it

n. a person who owns or works in a shop which sells dry and
preserved foods, like flour, coffee, sugar, rice and other
things £ fH 757

n. a wonderful person or thing JE# H B A (FY)

v. buzz B

n. BBk, EHRE AREIESE

n. (3] BBE(= TR —FKE)

adj. MEEETELEY, R LR MRY

n. one who preaches, especially one who publicly proclaims
the gospel for an occupation fiil# , £#

n. the longhair from a horse, esp. from the mane and tail §
(SEMSENE)

n. (cloth made from) the long fine silky hair of Angora goat

ZHHES

BF, 7

XBE hRE

ISCESE )

. R, BOERT, MR

adv in spoken words and not in writing Fi 5 &, O3kH

adj. seriously ill in mind; mad BXEHHH, KR BE K

n. a wide road divided by or boarded with an area of grass and
trees HRBATIE

n. a road for vehicles that connects a private house or garage
with the street A A\ F18

v. to say (sth learned) aloud from memory i/, HiiE

n. a performance of poetry or esp. music, given by one per-
former or written by one writer JiZE 2, MBS

adj. (of hope, probability etc. ) very small; slight. $§/Ni)

v. to have or give a view of from above {ff#

. to watch to see that work is properly done WS%%, Wi

CRERE R

V.
n. a man
n. HR
n. I3, IR



marvel [ 'mazval ] vi. to become filled with wonder or astonishment /8% 3| #1F 5
B4 AF

lunacy [ 'ljuinasi] n. the condition of being sick in mind }FHM K, FEHR

reflect [ ri'flekt | ut. to express, make clear or be a sign of show ik, R

creativity [ krirei'tivati] n. Bl&ENH

visible [ 'vizabl] adj. possible to see H15 RLEY, 7] LAY

invisible[ in'vizabl ] adj. impossible to see; not visible F A R

wind [ waind ] vi. to become wound | & 5%

Phrases & Expressions

take ---for granted R AR MR

make amends 4% s # M

odds and ends FERY

get rid of BB

be made from Heeeee i Rs (ATFEMBARSELNEE)
burn up PR ; Bk

fill in B3 EE

wind up _ Hikg; LB Rk, BR

Proper Names

Richard Lederer [ 'ritfo:d'leidoro] ~ H#&FE - E4E#H)
Guinea [ 'gini] JLARWE

Notes

This article is condensed from “Crazy English”.

! Exercises ’

Check your understanding of the text

| . Answer the following question.

According to the text, what is the most widely used language in the history of our planet?
Were English muffins invented in England?

Were french fries invented in France?

What are sweetmeats?

What are sweetbreads?

Do people drive on a parkway?

NSk WD

Do people park in a drive way?



8.
9.

*+ 10 + PRACTICAL ENGLISH STEP BY STEP (2)

Was English invented by people or computer?
What happens when you wind up your watch?

10. What happens when you wind up your essay?

Drilling your words

. Spell out the words with the help of the given definitions and first lefters.

very foolish and strange

a large round object in space that moves around a star

a statement in which it seems that if one part of it is true, the other part of
it cannot be true

a road for vehicles that connects a private house or garage with the street
bites and pieces '

wonder

supervise

a wide road divided by or boarded with an area of grass and trees

say something aloud after they have learned

T

excuse; look over

Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where nec-
essary.

oversee nonetheless overlook reflect verbal
humanitarian slim marvel paradox insane
1. The onlookers that he was unharmed after such a long fall.
2. You must be to go out in this weather.
3. Our chances of winning are
4. There are possible risks, but , we feel it’s a sound investment.
5. It’s a strange that people who say you shouldn’t criticize the government criti-
cize it as soon as they disagree with it.
6. Does this letter how you really think?
7. The United Nations is sending aid to the areas worst affected by the con-
flict.
8. He a spelling error on the first page.
9. You must employ someone to the project.
10. Airport officials received a stream of abuse from angry passengers whose

flights had been delayed.

IV. Fill in the blanks with the expressions given below. Change the form where

necessary.
make amends odds and ends wind up burn down pros and cons
get rid of take sth. for granted make from go off fill in

1. I’ve tried all sorts of medicines to this cold.



