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Preface

When 1 was approached several years ago by Craig Beytien of Richard D. Irwin to write Intro-
duction to Paralegalism, I was both flattered and pleased. Having written a book about copyright
research, a critical thinking study guide, and several commercial law texts, I had no doubt that 1
could write what was required. As a law school graduate and a former practicing law librarian
and teacher, I have always had a keen interest in the paralegal profession. But I thought, what
can I add to the growing field of texts being prepared for paralegal education students?

What I believe the Irwin team and I have created is a text that is on the cutting edge of
issues of interest to the paralegal profession. It is a true introductory text—it does not attempt
to reproduce the materials necessary for a full-blown course in, for example, legal research.
What this text does is introduce the paralegal profession and the historical and practical con-
text in which paralegals work. In addition to providing basic information about the paralegal
profession, this text highlights current controversial issues such as the role of law vis-a-vis
sexual preference and race and the ethics of jury selection. This text also provides information
about professional paralegal associations on the Internet. Introduction to Paralegalism will be
kept up-to-date through Irwin updates via e-mail for those who adopt the text.

Each chapter contains a margin glossary, key terms, and both short answer and complicat-
ed essay questions. | believe that the essay questions will act as forums for discussions of a
variety of issues raised by each chapter. In addition, the essay questions provide opportunities
for students to hone their developing critical thinking skills. Also, each chapter has an inte-
grated ethical component to help students appreciate that ethics are always a consideration in
every professional situation. The ethics questions and boxes are designed to act as starting
points from which interesting discussions can develop between professors and students. Each
chapter in Part One highlights a working paralegal to give readers a sense of the wide range of
responsibilities that the title, paralegal, can encompass.

In addition, there is a Study Guide that contains a text overview, chapter outline, objective
questions and answers, and an essay question and answer. For the professor, there is also an
Instructor’s Resource Manual that contains a text overview, chapter outline, notes on profiles
and boxes, answers and teaching suggestions regarding chapter questions, study guide ques-
tions and answers, Irwin information and updates, and computer resource information.

In writing this text, | have consistently used the term paralegal to describe members of
the profession, but that term is synonymous with legal assistant and a number of other terms
that are used to define paralegal positions. Also, I have attempted to use both the male and
female pronouns when describing attorneys and paralegals, except in a historical context
where to do so would be inaccurate.
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The Legal System
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Woobrow WiLson

After you have read and studied this chapter, you should be able to:

e Define law. ¢ Understand the basic structure | ¢ Briefly describe the legislative
of the federal and state court branch of government.
e Discuss a brief history of the systems.
Constitution. e Briefly describe the executive
® Understand the purpose and branch of government.
e Describe the Bill of Rights. types of alternative dispute
resolution.

 Discuss important constitutional
clauses including the Supremacy
Clause, the Commerce Clause,
the Due Process Clause, the
Equal Protection Clause, and
the Privileges and Immunities
Clause.




