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PREFACE

Those who are supposedly finished with the beginner's level of
Japanese often mention the following problems:

"I get stuck even in discussing everyday life because my
vocabulary is limited."
"I can't understand what Japanese are saying to each other
because I've practiced only masu-forms."

e
in
"I
e

Japan."

wonder what the lives & opinions of common people are like

can marage conversation, but don't know kanji at all."
want to read Japanese newspapers but they are too difficult!"...

I have been thinking about how to solve these problems.

Asahi shimbun, the leading newspaper in Japan, has a column

called "I have a word to say..."

Any reader who feels the need to

talk about some aspect of life and society calls up Asahi Shimbun to

express it.
paper.

And those opinions are printed in the following morning
Fifty opinions were selected from the column.

No alteration

was made except omission .of a part of too long articles and kana

reading over some kanji.

Based on these selected opinions, I

prepared teaching material which aims at developing the four language
skills, namely, hearing, speaking, reading & writing.

Let me explain the usage of the material.

Katakana practice

Order Component J Point Advice
T el
1 Cassette tape |Grasping the idea, Don't look at the
Aural comprehension main text yet.
2 Vocabulary list Expansion of vocabulary, Pronounce the words

aloud.

Reading practice

Practice of words |Vocabulary building, Work on them with-
i | Stylistic differences out consulting a
; | dictionar first.
! 4 |Practice of Review & expansion of Speak the sen-,
‘ patterns sentence patterns tences aloud.
5 Cassette tape Comprehension, Read the main text

aloud with the tape.

|

6 Practice

of kanji

Review & expansion of kanji

Write the kanji.

7 Practice of
composition

Conversational ability,
Composition

Discuss, then write.

I am indebted to many people for the completion of this material.
Miss Akiko Kuronuma who is my colleague has been helpful in many ways.
That the reading & writing part was entirely prepared by her should

be noted.

Also, my gratitude goes to Mr. Michael O'Connell, Mrs.
Mari Beck and Mr. Thomas E. Beck for checking the English.

Mrs.

Setsuko Koyama gave valuable advice on the preparation of this

material for printing.

I sincerely hope that this work can make the study of Japanese
a little more enjoyable and vivid.

Januvary 1983

Michiko Sasaki
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Abbreviations and Notations

N & & noun
Na s Ena (RBEa87%3%9) adjectival noun
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c FE 47 39 conjunction
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pren it 73T prenoun
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suf 1% 258 suffix
2 # B8 cf.
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7 TT7CUk accent
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:L\\::: Trh word reading
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