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discussed in this book is an attempt to look beyond these dimensions
of teaching to the beliefs, knowledge, and thinking that underlie
their successful use. The argument pursued throughout the book
therefore is that teacher education needs to engage teachers not
merely in the mastery of rules of practice but in an exploration of
the knowledge, beliefs, attitudes, and thinking that inform such
practice (XIV)., ¥E Second Language Teacher Education — ¥, VE#1i:
An alternative approach to the study of teaching and to the
development of goals for teacher preparation programs is the
examination of the total context of classroom teaching and learning
in an attempt to understand how the interaction between and among
teacher, learner, and classroom tasks affect learning. This can be
called a holistic approach, since it focuses on the nature and significance
of classroom events and involves both low-inference and high-
inference categories. Such an approach implies different goals for
teacher preparation : “Holistic approaches work towards training goals
not all of which can be broken down into individually verifiable
training objectives, and they stress the development of personal
qualities of creativity, judgement and adaptability... The formulatic or
prescriptivist nature of a mere ‘Vocabulary training’ approach to
[teacher training in TESOL] is contrasted by holists with an
‘education’ in more general principles”.  (Britten, 1985a:113)
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