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William E. Gienapp

1944-2003

Inevitably, contingency brings grief as well as joy. We are saddened to report the pass-
ing of our dear friend and co-author, William E. Gienapp. It would be hard to imagine
a colleague with greater dedication to his work, nor one who cared more about con-
veying both the excitement and the rigor of history to those who were not professional
historians—as has been attested by so many of his students at the University of Wyoming
and at Harvard. Bill had a quiet manner, which sometimes hid (though not for long) his
puckish sense of humor and an unstinting generosity. When news of his death was
reported, the Harvard Crimson, a student newspaper known more for its skepticism than
its sentimentality, led with the front-page headline: “Beloved History Professor Gienapp
Dies.” Bill went the extra mile, whether in searching out primary sources enabling us to
assemble a map on the environmental effects of the Lowell Mills, combing innumerable
manuscript troves in the preparation of his masterful Origins of the Republican Party, or
collecting vintage baseball caps from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries to wear (in
proper chronological sequence, no less) to his popular course on the social history of
baseball. When an illness no one could have predicted struck him down, the profession
lost one of its shining examples. His fellow authors miss him dearly.



preface

to the hifth edition

1l good history begins with a good story:

that has been the touchstone of Nation of

Nations. Narrative is embedded in the

way we understand the past; hence it will
not do simply to compile an encyclopedia of American
history and pass it off as a survey.

Yet the narrative keeps changing. A world that has
become suddenly and dangerously smaller requires,
more than ever, a history that is broader. That convic-
tion has driven our revision for the fifth edition of
Nation of Nations.

The events following on the heels of September 11,
2001, have underlined the call historians have made
over the past decade to view American history within
a global context. From its first edition, published in
1990, Nation of Nations has taken such an approach,
with global essays opening each of the book’ six parts
to establish an international framework and a global
timeline correlating events nationally and worldwide.
In the fourth edition, we added global focus sections
within chapter narratives and a final chapter (“Nation
of Nations in a Global Community”) highlighting the
ties of the United States to the rest of the world.

Changes to the Fifth Edition

The fifth edition expands on the global coverage that
has been so important to our text by adding new narra-
tives that place American history in an international
perspective. These narratives are not separate special
features. Sometimes only a paragraph in length, some-
times an entire section, they are designed to be an
integral part of the text. New material includes

A section on the Barbary pirates and cultural iden-
tities in Chapter 9

¢ Information comparing debt peonage in the New
South with similar circumstances in India, Egypt,
and Brazil in Chapter 18

e A section on worldwide recovery from the Great
Depression in Chapter 25

e A map on the spread of the influenza pandemic in
autumn 1918 in Chapter 23

* More on a global labor migrations in Chapter 26

* A section about Vatican II and American Catholics
in Chapter 29

Other important content and pedagogical changes
include

e Two new After the Fact essays exploring cultural
history topics that have received recent scholarly
attention. The new essay in Part Two focuses on
Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson, and the new
essay in Part Four, “Engendering the Spanish-
American War,” looks at contemporary construc-
tions of gender as the United States went to war
with Spain in 1898.

e Updates to Chapter 33, including a new section
and map on the election of 2000 and material on
recent court cases regarding affirmative action.

» To conclude the book, a new epilogue, “Fighting
Terrorism in a Global Age,” which includes a chart
showing terrorist incidents by region and a map on
the war on terror in Afghanistan and Iraq.

e The addition of date ranges to chapter titles, to
provide students with more guidance as to the
chronology of events.

» An “Interactive Learning” section at the end of
every chapter, directing students to relevant materi-
als on the Primary Source Investigator CD-ROM.

xvii



xviii Preface to the Fifth Edition
* In addition to the Additional Readings feature
at the end of each chapter, a full bibliography

for the book can be found at www.mhhe.com/
davidsonnation5.

Information about Supplements

The supplements listed here accompany Nation of
Nations: A Narrative History of the American Republic,
Fifth Edition. Please contact your local McGraw-Hill
representative for details concerning policies, prices,
and availability, as some restrictions may apply.

For the Student

* Packaged free with every copy of the book, Primary
Source Investigator CD-ROM (007295700X) in-
cludes hundreds of documents to explore, short
documentary movies, interactive maps, and more.
Find more information about the CD-ROM where
it is packaged in your book.

* Located on the book’s Web site (www.mhhe.com/
davidsonnation5), the Student Online Learning
Center offers interactive maps with exercises,
extensive Web links, quizzes, counterpoint essays
with exercises, a bibliography, and more.

For the Instructor

* A set of Overhead Transparencies (0072956976)
includes maps and images from the textbook.

* An Instructor’s Resource CD-ROM (0072456992)
provides materials for instructors to use in the
classroom, including PowerPoint presentations and
electronic versions of the maps in the textbook. An
instructor’s manual and computerized test bank are
also included.

* Located on the book’s Web site (www.mhhe.com/
davidsonnation5), the Instructor Online Learning
Center offers PowerPoint presentations, an image
bank, an instructor’s manual, a bibliography, and
more.
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In addition, friends and colleagues contributed
their advice and constructive criticism in ways both
small and large. We owe a debt to Myra Armstead,
Lawrence A. Cardoso, Dinah Chenven, Christopher
Collier, James E. Crisp, R. David Edmunds, George
Forgie, Erica Gienapp, Richard John,Virginia Joyner,
Philip Kuhn, Stephen E. Maizlish, Drew McCoy, James
McPherson, Walter Nugent, Vicki L. Ruiz, Jim Sidbury,
David J. Weber, Devra Weber, and John Womack.

The division of labor for this book was deter-
mined by our respective fields of scholarship: Christine
Heyrman, the colonial era, in which Europeans, Africans,
and Indians participated in the making of both a new
America and a new republic; William Gienapp, the 90
years in which the young nation first flourished, then
foundered on the issues of section and slavery; Michael
Stoff, the post—Civil War era, in which industrialization
and urbanization brought the nation more centrally
into an international system regularly disrupted by de-
pression and war; and Mark Lytle, the modern era, in

Preface to the Fifth Edition xix

which Americans finally faced the reality that even the
boldest dreams of national greatness are bounded by
the finite nature of power and resources both natural
and human. Finally, because the need to specialize in-
evitably imposes limits on any project as broad as this
one, our fifth author, James Davidson, served as a gen-
eral editor and writer, with the intent of fitting individ-
ual parts to the whole as well as providing a measure of
continuity, style, and overarching purpose. In pro-
ducing this collaborative effort, all of us have shared
the conviction that the best history speaks to a larger
audience.

James West Davidson
William E. Gienapp
Christine Leigh Heyrman
Mark H. Lytle

Michael B. Stoff



A Guided Tour of Nation of Nations:
A Narrative History of the American Republic, Fifth Edition

Global Essay Global Timeline

Each of the book’s six parts begins Each global essay includes a time line
with an essay that sets American comparing political and social events
events into a global context. in the United States with develop-
ments elsewhere.

| GLOBAL EVENTS ‘

GLOBAL EVENTS
o plagus reaches Europy;  Luther Datch East India Company founded Tsanc Newton's Pricipis Mathomatios,
population of 50 millon drops 1602 on gravitation, published
30 to 40 percent by 1400 1607
Mongols begin 60-

i War of the Austrian Suscession
Bestoration of English menarchy;  arioue Revetatin o B Tra-114n
St o s i e s <o et

Outbreak of Englsh Civil War
1o

i Gortés conquers Aztee ampire

Lalf Ericsson wstablishes Vialand Lol

n Newfaundland Silv boom in M
|| e to0-mns 891667

AMERICAN EVENTS V AMERICAN EVENTS

il the late twentieth century but | emerged and. indeed, seems even How, then, did this American phrase—come to be? In barest | territories, The Germanic peo- | Seine River, greedy tollkeepers ||
il with the fresh eyes of an earlier | farther away after the momen- | republic—this “tecming nation of outline, that is the question that | ples were united loosely in the | lay in wait every six or seven ||
Wl era, Then the foregone conglu- | tous breakup of the Soviet empire. | nations,” to use Walt Whitman's

drives our narrative acrass halfa | Holy Roman Empire. French | miles. Travel ucross the Mediter-
millennium kings ruled over only about half | ranean Sea and along Europe’s
The problem looms even | of whatis now France. Spain was | northern coastlines was possible,
larger as we move toward the be- | divided into several kingdoms, | but storms and pirates made the
ginning of our story. In 1450, | with some areas held by Chris- | going dangerous and slow, Under
about the time Christopher | tians and others by Islamic | good conditions a ship might
Columbus was born, Europeans | Moors, whose forebears came | reach London from Venice in
were only beginning to expand | from Africa. England, a con- | only 9 days; under bad it might
westward, To be sure, Scandina- | tentious little nation, was begin- | take 50
vian seafarers led by Leif Ericsson | ning a series of bitter civil con- European peoples at this time

Chapter 1

sions vanish. How does the
American nation manage (o
unite millions of square miles of
territory into one governable re-
public? How do New York and
San Francisco (a city nat even in
existence in Lewls and Clarks
day) come to be linked in a com-
plex economy as well as in a
single political system? Such
questions take on even more
|| significance when we recall that
Europe—roughly the same size
as the United States—is today
still divided into more than
four dozen independent nations
speaking some 33 languages, not
to mention another 100 or so
|| spoken within the former Soviet
|| Union. A united Europe has not

11 the world lay before them, Or so it seemed 10 mariners
from England's seafaring coasts. pushing westward toward
unknown la

The

of it but the smells, wafted from beyond the horizon

¢ of the new land came firsi—nor the sight

delicious (o sailors who had felt nothing but the rolling
sea for weeks on end. In northerly la

22

udes around June

it would be the scent of fir trees or the sight of shore hurds
wheeling about the masts. Str

way the caprain would call Tor a lead 1o be
thrown overboard to sound the depths. AL its end was a hollowed-out sacket with
a bit of tallow in it, so some of the sea bottom would stick when t

lead wa

hauled up. Even out of sight of
land. a good sailing master
ould tell where he was by what

sme up—"oosy sand” or per
haps “solt worms” or “popple
stones as big as beans." I the

ship was approaching unknowr

shores, the captain would hope
1o sight land early in the duy

1400-1600 allowing tme (0 work can
preview * In the century after 1482, Europeans expanded boldly and often tiously toward an untried har
ruthlessly Into the Americas, thanks to a combination of technological advances

PI'CViCW in salling and firearms, the fise of new trading networks, and sironger, mare

centralized governments. Spain established a vast and profitable empire but at
fearful human cost. A diverse Mesoamerican population of some 20 million was

har on uncharted tides
Since the tme of King
Arthur, the English living along

the rugged southwestern coast

of Devon and Cornwall had

reduced to only 2 million through warfare, European diseases, and exploitation. followed the sea. From thy

s 4 d h h ) wharves of Englands  Wesi

A preview introduces each chapter’s oty seipons ke e, s ke i s, B

back animal hides

] fetchi

main themes. e Lo B o o |

codfish, caught wherever the best prospects beckoned

L.
v

well as timber for houses and barrels. Or they turned south

ines from France and olive il or figs and rasins from the Spanish and

Through much of the fifteenth century the search for cod drew West County
sailors north and west, toward Ieeland. In the 14805 and 14905, however a fev
English tried their luck farther west. Old maps. after all, clumed that the bountd
ful Hy-Brasil—Gaclic for “Isle of the Blessed™—lay somewhere west o Ireland
These western ventures returned with little o show for thelr daring until the com
ing of an Talian named Giova
who hailed from Venice, ob

1 Caboto, called John €

by the English. Cabior
g Henry VI to hunt for
unknown lands. From the port of Bristol his lone ship set out o the west in the
spring of 1497

ned the blessing of K

Cabor discovers This time the rewurm voyage bre

Newloundland trees were tall enough 1o make

news of & "new-found” stand where the

e masts and the codfish were plentiful. After returr
ing to Bristol, Cabot marched off o London 1o nform His Majesty, received 10 pound
as his reward, and with the proceeds dressed himself in dashing silks. The muluiudes
of London flocked after him, wondering over “the Admiral then Cabot returned i
umphantly tw Bristol 1o undertake 8 more ambitious search for a northwes! passage

to Asia. He set sail with five ships in 1498 and was never heard from ag




;  an early
. recalled a conversation
erson Randolph tn the 18505
ed patel

The lumon hqwx n Allznwlc County, Vir- | onto the pages of the Recorder, a Richmond
ginia, more than two hundred y«msqgo' they came | n ¢ trickle of rumor turned into a tor-
by the name of James | rent Callender alleged that Thomas Jef-
had ferson, during Ms years in Paris American
 minister, had contracted a fiaison with one of his
¢ party. to reward him own. ahvei, The woman was the presidents mistress
with a political nppnﬂ\unmn When his story i (mm in 1802. She was kept at

Jan eloquent apostle of
ity and damocmy and an outsp. kzn eritic of

dire. consequences that would -mmd the mixing of
theraces.

ayear after his mum death, moved from Virginia
10 southern Ohto, publicly related an oral mdwun
repeated among, his family. When interviewed by a
Pike County, Ohio, newspaper in 1873, Madison re-
ported that his mother had been Thomas Jefferson's
mncubme and that Jefferson hud futhered all of
children, Even so, nearly a century passed be-
Madison Hemings's claims won wider attention,
1968, the, hmnrm ‘Nimhmp)oldm noted
lemingss pr

g Vintimate history” of Jefferson
red his relationship with Sally Ha-mlnp asan en-

Jutfureon ownad 5000 acras of snd in Albemarle County, Virginia, his “home farm” of Monticallo and * This visw of Moniic s pontad shartyafto Jofferson's | during lave affair; four years later, the African Amer-
thrgy. 'qvlrv'l;"lam' Lega, Tufton, msu-dvnll Sully Hemings and her hitdren lived at the Montl- i dsmnmmmmduuwdlnhwlmwhdwawm ican novelist Barbara Chnse Kimboud w nmdh,g
celo plantat )

[ - : - - findings to fiction.

288 ‘izge

After the Fact: Historians
Reconstruct the Past
The book includes eight essays that " oy Cs Smb i

Keep pace with the “Price Revolution,” landlords raised rents, adding 1o the burden

demonstrate the methods used by his- o e pmany

To Europes Hopeful and desperatealike,this climuste of disorder and wncerainiy
led o dreams that the New World would provide an opportunity to renew the Old

torians to analyze a variety of sources, A Clumbus v gy f sl T s snd ol e s ey i

1o a limitless degree There are very large tracts of cultivated land. . In the inte

rior there are mines and metals.” Columbus and miny other Europeans expected

ranglng from ty'pescrlpt drafts Of preS]_— that the Americas would provide land for the landless, work for the unemployed

and wealth beyond the wildest dreams of the daring

dential memoirs or handwritten nota- The Conditions of Colonization

tions in church records to mi]itary R e Il"x'\f,','f.f e e e o S

by dynamic changes in their

casualty estimates, public monuments, tapamot e " it s b v
and capltsl wrade. By the late fi «
e efficient w

and even climate data derived from the e e
analysis of tree rings.

h rising pric

ss longer distances. And

easantry. that same inflavion enriched those who

into the coffers of siteenth
d g 4 pool of capital thit those

al development. Both the commercial networks

runes needed to sustain overseas trade and selement were in

e of Columbus discovery

Political centraliz

The direction of Europe$ political development also paved the path Tor Amer
ican colonization After 1450 strong monarchs in Europe steadily entarged the
sphere of royal power at the expense of warrior lords, Henry VII, the founder of
Englands Tudor dynasty, Francis | of France, and Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain
began the trend, forging modern nation-states by extending their political control
over more territory. people, and resources. Those larger, more centrally organized

GlObal C OVerage Wik WiFE Abl6 1o dtalat The Tesommecss mscatry sapponvcolosial catpnats

and to sustain the professional armics and navies capable of protecting smpires

Y

A section of the narrative in each —I @ Eoropean. Chincse, and Asces on he Ex of Comc
chapter discusses American history ‘
from a global perspective, showing

that the United States did not develop " Chimse undoubily sl th cpin 10 it e ot

oceans and to establish overseas setlements. A s

events had fallen out a little differently, why didn' the fiscover and colonize

ors and their efficient bureaucrats marshaled Ch

in a geographic or cultural vacuum oG iy Saime il pomhe
and that the broad forces shaping it
also influenced other nations.

st and

greater maritime exploits. Seven times between 1405 and 1433, Chinas “reasure
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Daily Lives

POPULAR
ENTERTAINMENT
Exploring the Wondrous
World

In 1786 Charles Willsan Peale,
painter and  jack-of-all-trades,
opened a museum of natural his-
tory in his home on Lombard
Street in Philadelphia. Americans
had always been fascinated by
fraaks of nature and “remarkables
providences” (see Daily Lives, “A
World of Wonders and Witch-
craft,” on pages 94-95). But un-

around the world. Peale displayed
nearly a hundred paintings he had
completed of leading Amoricans,
stuffed birds and animals, busts
of famous sciontists, cases of min-
erals, and wax figures represent-
Ing the races of the world. Amang
the technological innovations that
‘ware showcased, a machine called
4 physiognotrace produced pre-
cise silhouettes, Moses Williams, a
former slave, operated the ma-
chine and did a thriving business,
selling 8880 profiles in the first
year. Peale’s backyard soon con-
tained & 200 with 4 bewildering
ossortment of animals, including
two grizzly bear cubs, an eagle,

Peale was not searching for signs
of the supernatural in everyday
life. A student of the Enlighten-
‘ment, Peale intanded his museum
10 be "a school of useful knowl-
edge” that would attract men and
women of all ages and social
ranks. By studying natural history,
Peale believed, citizens would
gain an understanding of thom-
selves, their country, and the
world and thereby help sustain
cvilization in the United States.
The 'sign over the door read,
“Whoso would learn wisdom, let
him enter here!”

Inside, the visitor found &
wida agsortment of jtems from

authority

ralization

250

limits and threat

But Jefferse
been forged. The two men intended for the Virginia and Kentucky re

wthority by force
of “interposition

sedition Acts quietly expired. Once

monkeys, and
hyena. Prominent acquaintances
such as Benjamin Franklin, George
Washington, and Thomas Jeffer-
son sent specimens, and the col-
lection eventually totaled some

most famous exhibit
was a skeleton of a mastodon (he
misnamed it a mammoth, theraby
adding a syrionym for huge to the
American vocabulary).  Assem-
bled from several digs he had
conducted with great publicity in
upstate New York, it stood 11 foat
high at the shoulder and was the
first complete mastodon skelaton
ever mounted, Billad “the ninth
wonder of the world,” it was

ed the liberties of cit

10 rally public opmion o the Republican cause

Furthermore, othe
During the last year of the

Aet

nd Madison were not ready

in power, the Republicans repealed the Fa

housed in a special *Mammoth
Room” that required a separate
admission fee.

In gathering and mounting his
specimens, Peale sought “to bring
into one view a world in minis-
ture.” He carefully fabsied plants,
animals, insects, and birds and

In this selt-porteait, Charlos Willsan
Hifts a curtain o revea the fa-
maus Long Raor of his museum, Par-
iy visibie on the right bahind Paale is
the graat mastodon skeloton, af which
woran gazos (n swe, whils in the rear &
fathar mstructs his sar on the wonders

A

states had the right

t tend d union that had o redentl

v states openly rejected the d

Ada

tnterpuse [thelr

lutions|only
They apposed any effort 1o fesis
sdirine
administration, the Alieil and

arranged  them  according | to

story of how two hostile Indiar

accepted
He also pionesrad the grouping of
animals in their natural habitat,
Stuffed tigers and deer stood on
plaster mountainside, while below,
a glass pond was filled with fish,
roptiles, and birds. For the safety
of visitors who could not resist
handiing the exhibits, the birds,
whisse feathers were covered with
arsenic, were eventually put in
gless-franted cases with painted
habitats behind them.

Peale refused to indulge the
Popular taste for spectacies and
freaks. He hesitatod befora accept-
ing & five-legged cow with two
tails, fearing It would lower the
institution’s dignity and compro-
mise its serious purpose. He
declined ta displey & blue sash
belonging to Gaorge Washington
because it had no educational
valus, and only after Peale’s death
was it exhibited. He put curiosities
away in cabinets and showed them
only on request.

Peale’s museum was an ex-
pression of its founder's republi-
can ideals of ordar, stability, and
harmony. It was, in his mind, an
institute of eterral laws, laid bare
for the masses to see and under-
stand. Peale hoped the museum
would instill civic responsibility in
its patrans, and he often told the

The Election of 1800

With a naval war ciging on the high

lebate at home, Ad. uddenly sh

vith France. It was a courageous act

also ruined his own chances for recle
of the party mto open opposition. The
3 peace treaty ending its undeclared
the most

sle life

termed this act

witt: Adams, who by

chiefs, meeting dent in the
museum, were s impressed with
ts harmony that they agreed to
sign a peace treaty,

The museum attrated thou-
sands of curious customers and
prospered in its sarly years. It was
onie 'of the major attractions. in
Philadelphia and became famous
throughout the nation. Yet Peale's
vast collection soon overwhelmed
his sciantific classification scheme,
and his grandiose plans always
outran his funds and seon his
space as well. Refusing to slow
his gollection fforts, Peale moved
his museum in 1794 to Philo-
sophical Hall, and then in 1802 he
took over the second flor of
Independance Hall.

Befare he retired in 1810, Peale
tried vainly to interest the national
government in acquiring his col-
lection and creating & national
museum. Under the direction of
his son, the museum struggled
an, but it was unabile 1o satisfy
the growing popular appetite for
showmanship rather than educa-
tion. The museum finally closed
its doors in 1850, but during the
Republic's formative years it of-
ferad thousands of Americans a
unigue apportunity, as the ticket of
admission promised, to “explore
the wondrous world."

seas and the Alien and Sedition Acts sparking

woked his party by negotiating a peace treaty

for Adams not only splithis party in two but
tion by driving Hamiltors pro-British wing

aton benefited. however, for France signed
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History records change over time in countless ways. The flow of history is reflected not
only in the narrative of this text but in the decorative types used in its design.

Over the years printers have used ornamental designs to enliven
their texts. Each chapter of Nation of Nations incorporates an

fwj ornament created during the period being written about. Often
W\ these ornaments are from printers’ specimen books, produced by
type manufacturers so printers could buy such designs. In other
chapters the ornaments are taken from printed material of the era.

The initial blocks—the large decorative initials beginning the first word of every chapter—
are drawn from type styles popular during the era covered by each of the book’s six parts.

Part 1 uses hand-engraved initials of the sort imported from England and Europe
by colonial printers in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

Part 2 displays mortised initial blocks. These ornaments had holes cut in the
middle of the design so a printer could insert the initial of choice. These holes
provided greater flexibility when the supply of ornaments was limited.

Part 3 features initial blocks cut from wood, an approach common in the early
and middle nineteenth century. This design, Roman X Condensed, allowed
more letters to be squeezed into a limited space.

teenth and early twentieth centuries. Some Victorian designs became quite ornate.

T Part 4 makes use of a more ornamental initial block common in the late nine-
This font, a style that is relatively reserved, is Latin Condensed.

ment of the 1920s and 1930s. Printers of the New Era turned away from the often-

’I|\ Part 5 illustrates an initial block whose clean lines reflect the Art Deco move-
flowery nineteenth-century styles. This font is Beverly Hills.

World War 11, this typeface reflects the more casual culture that blossomed dur-

7 Part 6 features an informal style, Brush Script Regular. First introduced during
ing the postwar era.
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introduction

istory is both a discipline of rigor,
bound by rules and scholarly methods,
and something more: the unique, com-
pelling, even strange way in which we hu-
mans define ourselves. We are all the sum of the tales of
thousands of people, great and small, whose actions
have etched their lines upon us. History supplies our
very identity—a sense of the social groups to which we
belong, whether family, ethnic group, race, class, or
gender. It reveals to us the foundations of our deepest
religious beliefs and traces the roots of our economic
and political systems. It explores how we celebrate and
grieve, how we sing the songs we sing, how we weather
the illnesses to which time and chance subject us. It
commands our attention for all these good reasons and
for no good reason at all, other than a fascination with
the way the myriad tales play out. Strange that we
should come to care about a host of men and women so
many centuries gone, some with names eminent and
familiar, others unknown but for a chance scrap of in-
formation left behind in an obscure letter.

Yet we do care. We care about Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, “devoured and swallowed up of the Sea” one
black Atlantic night in 1583; we care about George
Washington at Kips Bay, red with fury as he takes a rid-
ing crop to his retreating soldiers. We care about Oc-
tave Johnson, a slave fleeing through Louisiana swamps
trying to decide whether to stand and fight the ap-
proaching hounds or take his chances with the bayou
alligators; we care about Clara Barton, her nurse’s skirts
so heavy with blood from the wounded, that she must
wring them out before tending to the next soldier. We
are drawn to the fate of Chinese laborers, chipping away
at the Sierras’ looming granite; of a Georgian named
Tom Watson seeking to forge a colorblind political al-
liance; and of desperate immigrant mothers, kerosene
lamps in hand, storming Brooklyn butcher shops that
had again raised prices. We follow, with a mix of awe
and amusement, the fortunes of the quirky Henry Ford
(“Everybody wants to be somewhere he ain’t”), turning
out identical automobiles, insisting his factory workers
wear identical expressions (“Fordization of the Face”).
xxvi

We trace the career of young Thurgood Marshall, criss-
crossing the South in his own “little old beat-up "29
Ford,” typing legal briefs in the back seat, trying to get
black teachers to sue for equal pay, hoping to get his
people somewhere they weren't. The list could go on
and on, spilling out as it did in Walt Whitman’s Leaves
of Grass: “A southerner soon as a northerner, a planter
nonchalant and hospitable, / A Yankee bound my own
way . . . a Hoosier, a Badger, a Buckeye, a Louisianian
or Georgian. . . .” Whitman embraced and celebrated
them all, inseparable strands of what made him an
American and what made him human:

In all people I see myself, none more and not one
a barleycorn less; And the good or bad 1 say of
myself, I say of them.

To encompass so expansive an America, Whitman
turned to poetry; historians have traditionally chosen
narrative as their means of giving life to the past. That
mode of explanation permits them to interweave the
strands of economic, political, and social history in a
coherent chronological framework. By choosing narra-
tive, historians affirm the multicausal nature of histor-
ical explanation—the insistence that events be por-
trayed in context. By choosing narrative, they are also
acknowledging that, although long-term economic and
social trends shape societies in significant ways, events
often take on a logic (or an illogic) of their own,
jostling one another, being deflected by unpredictable
personal decisions, sudden deaths, natural catastro-
phes, and chance. There are literary reasons, too, for
preferring a narrative approach, because it supplies a
dramatic force usually missing from more structural
analyses of the past.

In some ways, surveys such as this text are the nat-
ural antithesis of narrative history. They strive, by def-
inition, to be comprehensive: to furnish a broad, or-
derly exposition of their chosen field. Yet to cover so
much ground in so limited a space necessarily deprives
readers of the context of more detailed accounts. Then,
too, the resurgence of social history—with its concern
for class and race, patterns of rural and urban life, the



spread of market and industrial economies—Ilends it-
self to more analytic, less chronological treatments.
The challenge facing historians is to incorporate these ar-
eas of research without losing the story’s narrative drive
or the chronological flow that orients readers to the
more familiar events of our past.

With the cold war of the past half-century at an
end, there has been increased attention to the world-
wide breakdown of so many nonmarket economies
and, by inference, to the greater success of the market
societies of the United States and other capitalist na-
tions. As our own narrative makes clear, American so-
ciety and politics have indeed come together centrally
in the marketplace. What Americans produce, how and
where they produce it, and the desire to buy cheap and
sell dear have been defining elements in every era. That
market orientation has created unparalleled abundance
and reinforced striking inequalities, not the least a so-
ciety in which, for two centuries, human beings them-
selves were bought and sold. It has made Americans
powerfully provincial in protecting local interests and
internationally adventurous in seeking to expand wealth
and opportunity.

It goes without saying that Americans have not al-
ways produced wisely or well. The insistent drive
toward material plenty has levied a heavy tax on the
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global environment. Too often quantity has substituted
for quality, whether we talk of cars, education, or cul-
ture. When markets flourish, the nation abounds with
confidence that any problem, no matter how in-
tractable, can be solved. When markets fail, however,
the fault lines of our political and social systems be-
come all too evident.

In the end, then, it is impossible to separate the
marketplace of boom and bust and the world of ordi-
nary Americans from the corridors of political ma-
neuvering or the ceremonial pomp of an inaugura-
tion. To treat political and social history as distinct
spheres is counterproductive. The primary question of
this narrative—how the fledgling, often tumultuous
confederation of “these United States” managed to
transform itself into an enduring republic—is not only
political but necessarily social. In order to survive, a
republic must resolve conflicts between citizens of
different geographic regions and economic classes, of
diverse racial and ethnic origins, of competing reli-
gions and ideologies. The resolution of these conflicts
has produced tragic consequences, perhaps, as often
as noble ones. But tragic or noble, the destiny of these
states cannot be understood without comprehending
both the social and the political dimensions of the
story.
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