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21st Century Chinese Literature
— Points of Departure
By Wang Meng

The 21st Century Chinese Literature series aims to introduce
contemporary Chinese literature in English, French and other
languages to readers all over the wor]d.

Chinese literature’s recent patl'l, along the country’s trajectory,
may not resemble a smooth highway, yet it is still the main
channel toward understanding China and the daily lives and inner-
world of the Chinese people.

China has been experiencing soaring development, and its
links with the rest of the world have been growing closer. Even if
you might not know anyone from China, “made in China” still
can now be found in most aspects of your life, or as expresse& in
a Chinese idiom, “Look up, and see it everywhere." News about
China appears regularly in newspapers, on TV and the Internet,
trying to tell you what is happening in this remote yet near
country called China, and what China is tlainlzing and planning.
In this way, peoples of the world have developed their general views
of China.

Many of those views are often insight{‘ul. Chinese writers,
like myself, have also been keeping an eye on the world. We often
discuss the US, Japan, Russia, South Africa, Italy and other
countries, as well as the interesting or ingenious views about China

held l)y peoples of such countries. But we feel much regret to find

Wang Meng is an illustrious writer and China’s former Minister of Culture.
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sometimes that others’ views about China are full of illusions and
misunderstandings, more often than not, preconceived, arLitrary
and overgeneralized. Thus, my fellow citizens and I have become
powerfully aware of how little the world reaHy knows about China,
and thus we feel that the world is so near, yet still so remote.
Literature can draw us closer to communicate views and
imagination about the world and life, and share each other’s
joys and sorrows beyond language barriers, different cultures and
l)aclegrounds or long distances. It can make you feel that people
living afar are like your next-door neigh})ors, as you perceive and
share the secret interiors of their lives and dreams. To illustrate

this point, I shall borrow a poetic line from the current Indian

ambassador to China, Mrs. Nirupama Rao:

“...maleing sense of each other,
even as realization g/immers
tllat, we are little morsels

tossed lvy the Izistary of these parts.”

It elucidates the point of cleparture of this series. Readers
from all over the world, who are used to leaming about China
tl'nrough foreign newspapers, 1V and the Internet, may now open
up these books to see China through the heartfelt t}xoughts and
writings of Chinese people themselves. The many authors of these
new short stories, living in this rapidly cleveloping and changing,
yet ancient nation, have strived to describe all that is happening
in and around themselves, to give genuine dynamic expression to
the intricate recent experiences of the Chinese people. Through
the power of their words you will be able to catch glimpses of the
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real, complex and iiving China, as well as other possit)iiities for all
tiumanity, inciu(iing yourseit.

The Foreign Languages Press has long devoted itself to
entlancing mutual understanding between China and the rest
of the world. China followers in every country prot)al)ly still
remember Panda Books, mainly pul)lisileci in.the late 20th
century. Those books collected a wide range of contemporary
Chinese literary works. The Panda Books series }lelpeci many
Chinese writers become known to the world. 21st Century
Chinese Literature can be regar(iecl as the continuation of Panda
Booles, tl’xough its selection and etiiting methods vary greatly‘
from the old series. All the volumes of new short stories were
edited lay Chinese scholars,'with in-cieptli understanding
and research in contemporary Chinese literature, whose
ju(igment and views are higtxly respecteti among Chinese
writers and readers. Ttiey accompiistled this etiiting work
independently, conducive to this new series better reflecting
the tiigtiiy diversified spiritual quests and artistic creativity of
contemporary Chinese literature.

Thus, the other vital impact of this series is to provi(ie
international sinoiogists and Chinese literary researchers w1tti the
view from inside, from within the Chinese literary circles witieiy
recognized among Chinese writers and readers. These points
of view are likely to differ from the general views held i)y other
countries toward contemporary Chinese literature. It is this very
difference that engencters the great potential for new knowle(tge
and discovery.

Modern Chinese writers have been cieepiy influenced ]3y lit-
erature from all over the world. We have been (ieepiy convinced

t)y Goethe’s concept of “World Literature.” We are committed to
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the invaluable dream of a “Tower of Babel” promoting mutual
understanding among all the peoples of the world. I believe the
21st Century Chinese Literature series will provide our own endur-
ing great bricks in this slzyward “Tower.”



