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INDICATIVE CHRONOLOGY

Compiling a chronology for a volume such as this 1s a fraught undertaking.
The more inclusive and comprehensive one tries to be, the greater becomes
the risk that the whole exercise will end up a baggy monster, shapeless and
undiscriminating. Criteria for inclusion and exclusion are always relatively
difficult to justify and must, obviously, remain open to challenge. In drawing
up the list that follows, I did not want merely to re-present in tabular form the
material presented n the various chapters that make up this volume. Rather,
my intention was to construct a list that gestures towards the multiplicity and
huge diversity, both of the literary works actually or potentially implicated
by the term “postcolomal literary studies,” and of the social and political
events that provide the overarching contexts for these works. As a field of
academic specialization, postcolonial studies has tended (as several of the
chapters in this volume suggest) to be overly schematic, restricted — not to
say attenuated — 1n 1ts coverage, range of reference, and field of vision. What
follows 1s intended, therefore, in a rather utopian sense, as the outline of what
scholars in the field might - or ought to — consider within their purview.
This chronology takes 1898 as its cut-off date. It would have been pos-
sible to begin earlier, of course — 1n 1870, say, or 1776, depending on what
one chose to emphasize; perhaps even much earlier, 1n 1492. To have done
so would have enabled one to reference some of the key historical events
relating to colomial conquest and resistance to it, to slavery, maroonage, and
emancipation, and to the emergence of creole republicanism, anticolonial
revolution, and decolonization in the “New World” of the Americas. How-
ever, while an expanded chronology of this kind would obviously have been
more encyclopedic 1n its scope, and perhaps more fully representative of the
work done 1n the field of postcolomial studies, 1t would also have been much
bulkier, more unwieldy, and, arguably, less reader-friendly than the one that
follows. Moreover, 1898 does at least make a plausible cut-off date, inas-
much as 1t 1s often taken to mark the emergence of the United States as an
imperialist power onto the world stage, and therefore to look forward to
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INDICATIVE CHRONOLOGY

the developments of the second half of the twentieth century — developments
that would leave the United States, by the end of that century, as the world’s
only hegemon and superpower.

With respect to the historical events itemized, I have obviously referenced
those that might be said to be world-historical in their significance, as well
as those whose significance has resonated far beyond their specific location
in time and place. Uncontroversial examples of the first category would
include the American destruction of the Spanish fleet in Manila Bay in 1898,
the Japanese sacking of Nanking (1937), the nuclear strikes on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki (1945), the partition of India (1947), the Chinese and Cuban
revolutions, the Vietnamese victory over the French at Dien Bien Phu in
1954, the ethno-genocide in Rwanda in the mid-1990s, and the events of
11 September 2001. Similarly uncontroversial examples of the second cate-
gory would include the massacre at Jallianwallagh Bagh in Amritsar (1919),
Abd al-Krim’s armed resistance to colonial domination in Morocco (1921—
26), the massacre of Palestinian villagers by Zionist extremists at Dair Yasin
(1948), the events at Sharpeville and Soweto in South Africa {1960 and
1976, respectively), the American-assisted ouster and assassination of elected
President Salvador Allende in Chile (1973), the Indonesian invasion and
occupation of East Timor (1975), and the military crackdown on student
demonstrators at Tiananmen Square in Beijing (1989).

In addition to events of these kinds, however, I have also chosen to include
references to events that might not themselves be world-historical, but that
are nevertheless epochal or otherwise decisive for those involved in them. It
seems particularly important to register events of this kind inasmuch as cri-
tiques of Eurocentrism and of elitist or top-down historiography have been
among the foundational gestures of postcolonial studies from the outset.
So while it might be conceded that such events as the uprising against the
French in Madagascar (1898-1904), the 1926 riots in Java and Sumatra,
and the 1964 overthrow of Cheddi Jagan’s government in Guyana did not
in themselves change the map of the world, they were nevertheless deeply
consequential for those impacted by them, and they remain deeply conse-
quential for contemporary researchers in postcolonial studies. Indeed, even if
such events are deemed relatively inconsequential when considered on their
own, their accumulative significance, as individual events in a sequence of
events of a similar kind, is salutary. Thus if, between Madagascar in 1898
and the East Indies in 1926, one inserts such events as the Ashanti Rebellion
of 1900 in the Gold Coast, the 1904 uprisings by the Nama and Herero peo-
ples in South West Africa and the Acehnese in Sumatra, the Maji Maji revolt
of 1905—7 in Tanganyika, the Bambatha Rebellion of 1906 in South Africa,
insurrections in Cuba (1906) and Nicaragua (1909), the onset of the Mexican
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INDICATIVE CHRONOLOGY

revolution in 1910, and the overthrow of the empire and the establishment
of a republic in China (1911), one comes very quickly to an understanding
of how ubiquitous and how continuous has been the resistance to colonial
rule and imperialist domination.

By the same token, let us think of the ouster of Cheddi Jagan in 1964 not
on its own but alongside such other more or less contemporaneous events
as the following: the military coup in Thailand (1959) that served to usher
in Sarit Thanarat’s dictatorship; the crisis in the Congo (1960) occasioned
by the overthrow and then subsequently the murder of Patrice Lumumba;
the toppling of the US-sponsored dictatorship of Syngman Rhee in the April
19 revolution of 1960, followed, all too soon, by General Park Chung-hee’s
military coup and the restoration of dictatorship in South Korea; the US-
sponsored Bay of Pigs episode (1961); the massive clamp-down on leftists
in Peru (1963); the escalation of the US military campaign against Vietnam
throughout the mid-1960s; the US-backed military coup against a left-wing
government in Brazil (1964); the Western-assisted military coups of Bokassa
in the Central African Republic, Mobutu in the Congo, Suharto in Indonesia,
and Boumedienne in Algeria (all 1965); the intervention of US troops in the
Dominican Republic and the installation there of a puppet regime (1965); the
assassination of Mozambican liberation struggle leader Eduardo Mondlane
(1965); and the ousting of Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana in a military coup
(1966). To consider these events together is to understand that if it has, self-
evidently, been hideously difficult to construct democracy in the postcolonial
world, one of the primary reasons for this has been the continuous and active
subversion of democracy and the “will of the people” by imperialist intrigue
and military might, deriving invariably (in the post-1945 world) from the
United States.

The Chronology includes dates for the acquisition of political indepen-
dence in numerous former colonial territories, from Syria and Lebanon in
1945, the Philippines in 1946, and India in 1947 to Namibia in 1990 and
Eritrea in 1993. It does not, however, detail the formation of the myriad
parties, organizations, fronts, and alliances that fought for independence in
all these territories. The one exception to this is the Indonesian Communist
Party (PKI), formed in 1920, which warrants special mention both because it
grew to become the largest such party outside the Soviet Union, and because
it was so brutally crushed, with the physical liquidation of hundreds of thou-
sands of its members, by the police and military of Suharto’s “New Order”
regime in 1965—66.

Also not included in the Chronology are details relating to the “white”
Anglophone settler colonies of Canada, New Zealand, and Australia. There
has been some debate in postcolonial studies over the status of these societies
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as erstwhile colonies and therefore contemporary “post-colonies.” Without

going into this debate, however, it seems to me that little would be gained

by treating twentieth-century developments in Canada, New Zealand, Aus-
tralia, and, for that matter, the United States in analogy with developments
in such societies as Cuba, East Timor, Mali, Malaysia, and Mexico.

The left-hand column in the Chronology is devoted to “Political/Historical
Events,” in terms of the criteria specified above. The right-hand column is
then devoted to writings of various kinds. These writings can be categorized
under the following rubrics:

a) instances of colonial discourse (fictional or non-fictional) — examples
include Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness and Albert Sarraut’s The Eco-
nomic Development of the French Colonies;

b) writings by Western authors that have proved valuable to the general cause
of anticolonialism or anti-imperialism — examples include E. D. Morel’s
The Congo Slave State and Lenin’s Imperialism: The Highest Stage of
Capitalism;

¢) important political writings by representatives of “colonial” peoples —
examples include M. N. Roy’s India in Transition and Sun Yat-sen’s The
Three Principles of the People;

d) works of literature by colonial and postcolonial writers — examples
include Rabindranath Tagore’s Home and the World and Nizar Qabbani’s
On Entering the Sea,

e) important critical and/or scholarly writings by colonial and postcolonial
authors: examples include José Enrique Rodd’s Ariel and Eric Williams’s
Capitalism and Slavery;

f) key texts in the academic field of postcolonial studies: examples include
Edward W. Said’s Culture and Imperialism and Declan Kiberd’s [nventing
Ireland: The Literature of the Modern Nation.

I have used the following abbreviations to signal the status of the writings

cited:

A autobiography

CD  colonial discourse

D drama
F fiction
NF non-fiction
P poetry

KT  key text in postcolonial studies

In most cases, writers are cited only once - to signal their entry into promi-
nence or else their most significant work. Thus the Ghanaian writer Ayi
Kwei Armah is listed under 1968, the date of publication of his first, and
still his best-known, novel, The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born. In some
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limited cases, however, writers are cited more than once, to signal their writ-
ing of a second (or even third) especially significant work. Thus Gabriel
Garcia Marquez is listed under 1967 (the date of publication of One Hun-
dred Years of Solitude) but also 1985 (the date of publication of Love in
the Time of Cholera, which many consider to be an even greater work);
and the same is true of Nadine Gordimer, Ngugi wa Thiong’o, and Salman
Rushdie, among others. Still other writers receive double (or multiple) cita-
tions because their work has been important in different contexts: thus Wole
Soyinka appears as the author of the drama The Road in 1965, the vol-
ume of poetry, Idanre in 1967, the critical volume Myth, Literature and the
African World in 1976, and of course as the recipient of the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1986.

In almost every case, I have listed the work cited under an English title,
even where (as in the case of Yi Kwang-su’s 1917 novel, Heartlessness, or
Hafiz Ibrahim’s 1937 Diwan, for example) no translation exists as yet. Where
translations into English exist, I have used the available title, but indexed to
the date of original publication of the work in question: Edouard Glissant’s
La lézarde was translated into English under the title of The Ripening only in
198, for instance, but it appears in the Chronology as The Ripening (1958) —
the date of original publication of La lézarde.

Finally, it needs to be said that the list of works of creative literature
provided here is not intended to serve as a “postcolonial canon” in any
sense. Rather it is meant to testify to the vast range and sheer diversity of the
literary works that might be said to fall within the compass of “postcolonial
studies” as a field of academic specialization.

Neil Lazarus
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