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LESSON ONE

Communicative Functions

Asking permission to do something; explaining your rea-
sons; giving or refusing permission
1. Could I leave earlier?

Zhang Hua:

Dr. Young:

Zhang Hua .

Dr. Young:

Zhang Hua:

Dr. Young:

Zhang Hua:

Dr. Young:
Zhang Hua:

Dr. Young:

Zhang Hua:

Hello, Dr. Young, how are you? Did you have
a good time over the weckend?

Oh, yes. 1 went cycling in the countryside yes.
terday. It was really marvellous.

What did you sce in the country?

1 saw a great deal. I noticed the main road was
being widened for more traffic. And on both
sides of the road I saw rice and vegetablcs
growing in the fields. And not far in the back-
ground, there were rows and rows of newly-
built houses ...

That is exactly what I saw yesterday too. 1 went
on a cycling excursion to the zoo in the west
suburbs, and enjoyed the grecn fields and fresh
air. My only regret is that I got a cold.

What a shame!

Oh, I wonder if I could leavc 10 minutes earlier
than usual today.

Oh, well ...

It’s just that I have an appointment with the
doctor at 8:45.

That’s all right. Hope there’s nothing serious.
Thanks.



