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Unit1 Short Stories

Lead-in

1. Ask students to scan Text A and then describe Steelman s personalities.

2. Here are some words used to describe personalities. Try to classify them according
to the commendatory meaning, neutral meaning and derogatory mearing.
kind, sentimental, sensitive, forgiving, impolite, ambitious, quiet,
reserved, gracious, unselfish, aggressive, trustworthy, dishonest,
arrogant, shy, sincere, lazy, reliable, disgusting, talkative,
shameless, hypocritical

commendatory meaning |  neutral meaning derogatory meaning

3. Give some tips on fiow to gain others respect.

Reading

Text A
Steelman

1 Steelman was a hard case. If you were married and settled down,

and were so unfortunate as to have known Steelman in other days, he

would, if in your neighborhood and deadbeat, be sure to look you up. He

would find you anywhere, no matter what precautions you might take.
1



If he came to your house, he would stay totea without invitation, and if
he stayed to tea, he would ask you to fix up a shake-down on the floor
and put him up for the night; if he stopped all night, he’d remain —
well, until something better turned up.
2 There was no shaking off Steelman. He had a way about him which
would often make it appear as if you had invited him to stay, and
pressed him against his roving inclination, and were glad to have him
round for company, while he remained only out of pure goodwill toyou.
He didn’t like to offend an old friend by refusing his invitation.
3 Steelman knew his men.
4 The married victim generally had neither the courage nor the
ability to turn him out. He was cheerfully blind and deaf to all hints,
and if the exasperated missus said anything to him straight, he would
look shocked, and reply, as likely as not, “Why, my good woman, you
must be mad! I'm your husband’s guest!”
5 And if she wouldn’t cook for him, he’d cook for himself.
6 There was no choking him off. Few people care to call the police in a
case like this; and besides, as before remarked, Steelman knew his men.
The only way to escape from him was to move — but then, as likely as
not, he’d help pack up and come along with his portmanteau right on
top of the last load of furniture, and drive you and your wife to the
verge of madness by the calm style in which he proceeded to
superintend the hanging of your pictures.
7 Once he quartered himself like this on an old schoolmate of his,
named Brown, who had got married and steady and settled down.
Brown tried all ways to get rid of Steelman, but he couldn’t do it. One
day Brown said to Steelman:
8 “Look here, Steely, old man, I'm very sorry, but I'm afraid we won'’t
be able to accommodate you any longer — to make you comfortable, I
mean. You see, a sister of the missus is coming down on a visit for a
month or two, and we ain’t got any where to put her, except in your
room. I wish the missus’s relations to blazes! I didn’t marry the whole
blessed family; but it seems I've got to keep them.”

2



9 Pause — very awkward and painful for poor Brown. Discouraging
silence from Steelman. Brown rested his elbows on his knees, and, with
a pathetic and appealing movement of his hand across his forehead, he
continued desperately:

10 “I'm very sorry, you see, old man — you know I'd like you to
stay — I want you tostay. It isn’t my fault. It’s the missus’s doings. I've
done my best with her, but Ican’t help it. I've been more like a master
in my own house — more comfortable — and I've been better treated
since I've had you to back me up ... I'll feel mighty lonely, anyway,
when you’re gone ... but ... you know... as soon as her sister goes ... you
know...”

11 Here poor Brown broke down — very sorry he had spoken at all;
but Steely came to the rescue with a ray of light.

12 “What’s the matter with the little room at the back?” he asked.

13 “Oh, we couldn’t think of putting you there,” said Brown, with a
last effort. “It’s not fixed up; you wouldn’t be comfortable, and besides,
it’s damp, and you’d catch your death of cold. It was never meant for
anything but a washhouse. I'm sorry Ididn’t get another room built on
to the house.” ‘

14 “Bosh!” interrupted Steelman cheerfully. “Catch a cold! Here I've
been knocking about the country for the last five years — sleeping out
in all weathers — and do you think a little damp is going to hurt me?
Pooh! What do you take me for? Don’t you bother your head about it
any more, old man. I'll fix up the lumber-room for myself, all right;
and all you've got to do is to let me know when the sister-in-law
business is coming on, and I'll shift out of my room in time for the
missus to get it ready for her. Here, have you got a bob on you? I'll go
out and get some beer. A drop will do you good.”

15 “Well, if you can make yourself comfortable, I'll be only too glad for
you to stay,” said Brown wearily.

16 “You’d better invite some woman you know to come on a visit, and

pass her off as your sister,” said Brown to his wife. “I've made a mess
of it.”



17 Mrs. Brown said, “I knew you would.”
18 Steelman knew his men.
19 But at last Brown reckoned that he could stand it no longer. The
thought of it made him so wild that he couldn’t work. He took a day off
to get thoroughly worked up in, came home that night full to the chin
of indignation and Dunedin beer, and tried to kick Steelman out. And
Steelman gave him a hiding.
20 Next morning Steelman was sitting beside Brown’s bed with a
saucer of vinegar, some brown paper, a raw beef-steak, and a bottle of
soda. v
21 “Well, what have you got to say for yourself now, Brown?” he said
sternly. “Ain’t you jolly well ashamed of yourself to come home in the
beastly state you did last night, and insult a guest in your house, to say
nothing of an old friend — and perhaps the best friend you ever had, if
you only knew it? Anybody else would have given you in charge and
got you three months for the assault. You ought to have some
consideration for your wife and children, and your own character —
even if you haven’t any for your old mate’s feelings. Here, drink this,
and let me fix you up a bit; the missus has got the breakfast waiting.”
(From English Language Learning)

New Words

deadbeat /dedbi:t/n. WFEHFRE

precaution /pri'ko:fan/n. an action taken in advance
to protect against possible
danger or failure; a
safeguard HiBy, 5, BiTE

shake-down (BB 5E

rove [rauv/v. wander {81

inclination /iinkli'neifon/n. liking or desire; tendency
towards a condition;

disposition 2 i ; [



offend

hint
exasperated
missus

choke
portmanteau
verge
proceed

superintend

quarter
accommodate

awkward
elbow
pathetic

appealing

desperately

rescue
damp
washhouse
interrupt

lumber-room
wearily

/a'fend/v.

/hint/n.
/ig'zazspareitid/a.
/misaz/n.
Jtlauk/v.

/pot' mzentau/n.
/vad3/n.
/pra'sid/v.

/isjuzpa'intand/v.

/' kworta/v.
/' komadeit/v.

/ 'okwad/a.
/'elbau/n.
/pa'Betik/a.

/='pitlin/a.

/'desparatli/ad.

/ 'reskjuz/v.
/deemp/a.

/' wolhavs/n.
/iinta'rapt/s.

/'wiorili/ad.

cause displeasure, anger or
wounded feelings;violate f#4
R, BIE:; R

indication; clue ¥4 ; i~
annoyed greatly &K

#=¥

Ik

i LR ]

edge, border 1%

move on, continue 4T, 4k%E
S

manage; watch and direct &
B R, WE

find lodgings for #Z4¥fr
provide for; supply with #
it ; i RE

embarrassing Ml #

it

arousing sympathetic
sadness FI 181, HRIBH)
attractive; touching the

feelings 3| AW

filled with despair and ready
to do anything regardless
danger; giving little hope of
success BrApHh, 4iEH

set free HER, HR

IR Y

Ye B

stop the action or talk of sb.
by breaking in ¥, &
FW1a)

with tiredness JZ453H:



an untidy condition; a
confused or embarrassing
condition % #L; IBAL

count or compute; consider as
being T8 ;AN

anger %, SCi%

I, BT

[

uncooked FKERH

severely, strictly ™ [5ih; Rk
Ht,

joyful, merry SRR H, %,

mess /mes/n.
reckon /'rekon/v.
indignation /rindig'neifan/n.
saucer /'soisa/n.
vinegar /' vinige/n.
raw /o a.
sternly /'steili/ad.
jolly /'dsoli/a.
ad.
insult /in'salt/p,
assault /a'salt/v.

Phrases & Collocations

turn up
put sb. up

drive sb. to the verge of madness
back up
break down

knock about

go to blazes
make a mess
6

PRIEH

(infml) very, extremely
speak or act in a way that
hurts or is intended to hurt a
person’s feelings 8%, B/&
attack; threaten to injure

another By ; Rt A

make one’s appeara}we; arrive H38; &
ik

provide lodging and food for sb. #tLL &
5

make sb. almost crazy i AJLFER T
support %

start crying or laughing uncontrallably
ot PR

lead an unsettled life 33 % EIHARE K4
i

go to damn %3t

put sth. out of order F4&FL+ /\ K



get worked up into get annoyed BHEER
fix sb. up with sth. arrange; organize; provide for &ZHE; f#
®’

Notes to the Text

1. bob: FEEH AN TR,
2. the missus: FEHIER TEHFEH,EET.
3. Dunedin beer: [T,

Reading Aloud

| Word Stress (%) ;
BEAMREZFVHRARER, EOETRANBERE AHETY |
| ABHBE, WREH (word stress), AAAEFHE VI ERH Y |
(stressed syllable), A FEF W F T M IEFEEFT P (unstressed
. syllable). ;
: BiREE N =F.1)EEF (primary stress); 2){X E & (secondary
. stress); 3)551% 7 (weak stress). #4:anniversary /izni'vamsori/ X/ 8
P HAEE—ANEEE /vo/, —MNKREF [en/, ZANFEF /i), [s9/, [1i/. :
HEETHAMAE T SRER ER EREF TGRS, —8RiH
P H O REREAAZERAT M ERE, SAEFVRESFVRALEHA
D FEFH-NRER. :

Steelman was a hard case. If you were married and settled down,
and were so unfortunate as to have known Steelman in other days, he
would, if in your neighborhood and deadbeat, be sure to look you up. He
would find you anywhere, no matter what precautions you might take.
If he came to your house, he would stay totea without invitation, and if
he stayed to tea, he would ask you to fix up a shake-down on the floor
and put him up for the night; if he stopped all night, he’d remain —
well, until something better turned up.

There was no shaking off Steelman. He had a way about him which
would often make it appear as if you had invited him to stay, and
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pressed him against his roving inclination, and were glad to have him
round for company, while he remained only out of pure goodwill to you.
He didn't like to offend an old friend by refusing his invitation.

Reading for Fun

A student called up his mom one evening from his college and
asked her for some money, because he was broke. .
: His mother said, “Sure, sweetie. I will send you some money.
You also left your economics book here when you visited two weeks
ago. Do you want me to send that up too?”

‘ “Oh yeah, OK.” responded the kid.

So his mom wrapped the book along with the checks up in a
package, kissed dad goodbye, and went to the post office to mail the :
: money and the book. When she got back, dad asked, “Well, how
; much did you give the boy this time?”
: “Oh, I wrote two checks, one for $20, and the other for $1,000.”

“That’s $1,020!” yelled dad, “Are you crazy?”
: “Don’t worry,” mom said and kissed dad on the top of his bald :
i head. “I put the $20 check on the cover of his book, but I put the :
. $1,000 check somewhere between the pages in chapter 15!” :

Exercises

I. Reading Comprehension

A. Answer the following questions.

1. Why does the author say “There was no shaking off Steelman”?

2. For what reason did Steelman choose to visit the married couples?

3. What was Steelman'’s reaction if the hostess got angry and said
something to urge him to leave?

4. Would Steelman leave if you decided to move and escaped from him?
If not, what would he do?

5. What excuse did Brown think of in order to drive away Steelman?
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