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A la réception d’accueil offerte par le Département de Littérature et de Langue de I'Ecole
Normale Supérieure (rue d’Ulm), Paris, 1994.

(de gauche a droite : Béatrice Didier, Hua Meng, Roger Guichemerre )

Devant les Délices transformées en
Musée et Institut de Voltaire, Geneve,
1994.




Dans le jardin de 'ENS (48,
Bd. Jourdan), Paris (colloque
« La traduction et son effet :

Chine, Japon, France »), 1998.



Avec un dix-huitiemiste allemand Jochen Schlobach, Nagoya (colloque « Europe, Chine

et Japon dans le monde du XVIII¢ siecle »), 1997.

Devant le Parthéon,
Athenes (colloque

« Identité et altérité en
Littérature, XVIIIc-
XXe siecles »), 1998.




Avec les anciens éleves de
I’Université de Pékin au
jardin de Luxembourg,
Paris, 1999.

Dans la cour de I'Institut
de sinologie (College de
France), Paris, 2000.

Devant la Bibliotheque
Nationale (rue de Richelieu),
2002.
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The University and Its Culture-Crossing Role:

A Preface to the Overseas Lecture Series
by Professors Yue Daiyun,
Yan Shaodang, and Meng Hua

Xu Zhihong
President of Peking University

Culture is local, but within culture there is also that which spans
culture. Today, in a simultaneously developing and turbulent world,
cross-cultural research and communications seem more important than
ever. It was in Europe that both world wars broke out in the last century
before spreading to Africa and Asia-Pacific regions, yet at the same time
Europe has been the most developed area in modern history. Is there,
then, any profund reason such as cultural conflict that led to these Wars?

After the 2nd world war, European political leaders, many of them
being active advocates of cultural undertakings, came to the consensus
that the European nations should unite to prevent the outbreak of a third
world war. Consequently starting with coal and steel and then
international trade, they expanded high level coordination and
cooperation, ultimately achieving monetary unification. The free
economical communications will necessarily lead to cultural integration.
The economical and cultural amalgamation in Europe will in turn exert
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influence upon those cultures derived therefrom, such as the U.S.,
Canada, Australia, as well as Japan, Singapore and other Southeast
Asian areas. On account of European economic union and cultural
fusion, now it appears that there will be no more great wars in Europe
and in those regions to which European culture has spread.

Nevertheless, local conflits and fights continue unabated in today’s
world. Even when I’m writing these words, conflicts in Afghanistan,
Iraq, Palestine and a multitude of other places still continue, and reports
on armed clashes, the number of the soldier and civilian casualties on
both sides appear steadily in the news. It is noted that, aside from
economic and political causes, there often exist real cultural
incompatibilities, mutual misunderstanding of ethnic sensibilities, and
mutual discrimination between those clashing sides. It is a human
tragedy that cultural conflict should escalate into military conflict; and
the reduction and prevention of such bloody conflicts in the world
become the duty of contemporary culture researchers.

Three professors in Peking University, Drs. Yue Daiyun, Yan
Shaodang, and Meng Hua, have for many years been engaged in
research on bilateral and multilateral cultural interaction. From their
foundation in Chinese culture, they have reached out to North American,
European, and East Asian academic circles in the humanities. This
three-volume QOverseas Lecture Series now set for publication gathers
together the fruits of several decades of labor across cultures by them.
The result of their scholarship have been influential in American,
Japanese, and French academic circles. From this scholarly foundation
they have, to varying degrees, created valuable ties of cultural
interaction and understanding in the United States, Japan, and France.

In the long history of human kind, Chinese scholars have made a
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large contribution to world civilization, especially Eastern civilization,
and they have also conduced much to transcultural enterprises. This kind
of contribution has become a unique power of Chinese universities:
through high level cross-cultural education, paralleled by academic
research and activities of international significance, not only are the
ideas of individual scholars disseminated, but also a large group of
students are fostered to enter the professional world with cross-cultural
knowledge.

If, as is said, China is already an important nation in global trade,
industry and culture, then Chinese universities should make extensive
studies on the cross-cultural issues of the world, provide professional
training in cross-cultural abilities, and broadly disseminate cross-cultural
knowledge. Let the world better understand China, let China better
understand the world; and let all peoples of the world be able to

understand each other.
To prevent the slaughter of humankind by humankind, to turn

hostility into friendship, and to enjoy a lasting world peace, Chinese
niversities and Chinese scholars are taking on a great and noble

responsibility imparted by history.

May 14, 2004
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