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Listen to the recording two or three times and then think over the following questions:

1. What are the mysteries the speaker talks about in John Nash’s case?

2. What won John Nash the Nobel prize for Economics in 19947

3. What was strange about John Nash when he was a little boy?

4. According to the speaker, what kind of ability does John Nash have when he is faced with a
mathematical problem?

The following words in the recording may be new to you:

schizophrenia n. ¥ 5 3L % paranoid a. X RMIEe
fathom vr. F#F#

The story of John Nash, the Nobel Laureate in econom-
ics, has become widely known in recent years through the film
of his life, A Beautiful Mind. Beautiful it may have been, but
it had its darker side. Spectacular early success was followed
almost immediately by years of illness as he was plunged into
madness. Happily this was not to be the end of the story, as
Sylvia Nasar relates.

o
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THE LOST YEARS OF A NOBEL LAUREATE'

Sevc ral weeks before the 1994 Nobel prize in economics was an-
nounced on October 11, two mathematicians — Harold W. Kuhn
and John Forbes Nash, Jr. — visited their old teacher, Albert W. Tucker,
now almost 90 and bedridden, at Meadow Lakes, a nursing home near
here.

2  Mr. Nash hadn’t spoken with his mentor in several years. Their
hour-long conversation, from which Mr. Kuhn excused himself, con-
cerned number theory. When Mr. Nash stepped out of the room, Mr.
Kuhn returned to tell Mr. Tucker a stunning secret: Unbeknownst to Mr.
Nash, the Royal Swedish Academy intended to grant Mr. Nash a Nobel
for work he had done as the old man’s student in 1949, work that turned
out to have revolutionary implications for economics.

3  The award was a miracle. It wasn’t just that Mr. Nash, one of the
mathematical geniuses of the postwar era, was finally getting the recogni-
tion he deserved. Nor that he was being honored for a slender 27-page
Ph.D. thesis written almost half a century ago at the tender age of 21.

4  Thereal miracle was that the 66-year-old Mr. Nash — tall, gray, with
sad eyes and the soft, raspy voice of someone who doesn’t talk much —
was alive and well enough to receive the prize. For John Nash was stricken

/4' 4/ /V/’:? .",\vf =R

[=p=i)

10

15

1 The text is taken from The New York Times on the web, November 13, 1994. Syivia Nasar, a former economics
correspondent for The New York Times, is the Knight professor of journalism at Columbia University, and she is
also the author of the award-winning biography, A Beautiful Mind: A Biography of John Forbes Nash, Jr. (1998),

based on which a film of the same titie was produced.
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with paranoid schizophrenia more than three decades earlier.

3 Mr. Nash’s terrible illness was an open secret among mathemati-
cians and economists. No sooner had Fortune magazine singled him
out in July 1958 as America’s brilliant young star of the “new math-
ematics” than the disease had devastated Mr. Nash’s personal and pro-
fessional life. He hadn’t published a scientific paper since 1958. He
hadn’t held an academic post since 1959. Many people had heard, in-
correctly, that he had had a lobotomy. Others, mainly those outside
Princeton, simply assumed that he was dead.

¢ He didn’t die, but his life, once so full of brightness and promise,
became hellish. There were repeated commitments to psychiatric hospi-
tals. Failed treatments. Fearful delusions. A period of wandering around
Europe. Stretches in Roanoke, Va., where Mr. Nash’s mother and sis-
ter lived. Finally, a return to Princeton, where he had once been the
rising star. There he became the Phantom of Fine Hall, a mute figure
who scribbled strange equations on blackboards in the mathematics build-
ing and searched anxiously for secret messages in numbers.

7 Then, roughly 10 years ago, the awful fires that fed the delusions
and distorted his thinking began to die down. It happened very gradu-
ally. But, by his mid-50’s, Mr. Nash began to come out of his isolation.
He started to talk to other mathematicians again. He began to work on
mathematical problems that made sense. He made friends with several
graduate students. He didn’t get a job, but he started to learn new things,
like using computers for his research.

&  And here he was at Meadow Lakes. Within a few weeks, Mr. Nash
got the early morning telephone call from Stockholm — 45 minutes late,
as it turned out — telling him that he was being honored along with two
other pioneers of game theory, John C. Harsanyi of the University of
California at Berkeley and Reinhard Selten of the University of Bonn.
9  On one level, John Nash’s story is the tragedy of any person with
schizophrenia. Incurable, incapacitating and extremely difficult to treat,

33



