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death be killed again. The focus of the state must not be placed on
the side of those with power. The focus of the state must be grasped
by the people who do not have power.”

It is not clear what kind of restrictions were imposed’ on report-
ing the interrogation incident, but newspaper reports were largely
responsible for fanning the flames of protest. Anger at last year’s
“sexual interrogation case” involving a former coed® served as use-
ful background.

In May, 114 Dong-A Ilbo reporters issued a statement protest-
ing President Chun Doo Hwan’s shelving of the constitutional revi-
sion issue. The statement bemoaned® the birth of people’s distrust
of the government as a result of Park’s interrogation death and al-
leged frame jobs. After that, 140 Hankook Ilbo reporters issued a
statement demanding freedom of speech.

The people of Socuth Korea, who are acutely aware that econom-
ic prosperity and stabilization of livelihood are promoted by a free
press that watches the government, have shown a great deal of
strength and determination. The special proclamation issued by the
ruling Democratic Justice Party said that in order to guarantee free-
dom of speech, drastic revision of the related structures is neces-
sary. This proclamation signaled victory, a victory brought about
by the tenacity '® of the press and people of South Korea.



