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Xiang Yu

Xiang Yu

Xiang Ji, whose cognomen was Yu, was a native of
Xiaxiang. He was twenty-four when he first raised a revolt.
His uncle Xiang liang was the son of Xiang Yan, a
commander of Chu who was killed by the Qin general Wang
Jian. Members of the Xiang clan had been generals in Chu for
several generations, and came to have this surname after
being given the land of Xiang as their fief. As a lad Xiang Yu
studied 10 be a scribe. but without success. He then trained
as a swordsman, again without success. When Xiang liang
became angry with him, however, Xiang Yu said:

“Scribes simply make lists of names. and swordsmen fight
Si’ngle foes  that is not worth learning. 1 want 10 be able to
beat ten thousand men.”

Then Xiang liang taught him military strategy. and Xiang
Yu was overjoyed. But after learning a little, he again refused
to study to the end.

Later Xiang l.iang was arrested at Yueyang. but released
when he asked Cao Jiu, gaoler of Qi, to write to Sima Xin.
gaoler of Yueyang. Because Xiang Liang had killed a man, he
went with Xiang Yu to Wuzhong to avoid his enemies. As all
the worthies there lacked his ability, he generally took charge



TAAE

P A L

ST, FH AL, RO, WiEet, E ot
WL HFOR, R, R EY
FREAS, AN BT M

S AR £, R TR
B2, BECBREUEABTE, 9 AK A
R, %07 NG FRIBR TS BUE Lk, B A
AR URE Ry, TR EM
ROO, T E RSB IGRREA D
KO UM EBE, TRAA, SHEBHT R

F®, RAFERKBHART  GRPHRRE

LECTE 3:F A ¥t 1. N
3R,

F AT ARE R,

e Adfa . R B L. AREALER 4K

B ERZIRAFREHES,
FQ . RELASRKELD, R
(yuon Fi) £ OLHEEMNRG)ITE,

@ % EBLALRENF,

SIelclS)

i.

ele

WA
English-Chinese

chE 32 K HE
Gems of Chinese Literature

HRICE RS

Classical Literature



Xiang Yu

of each large conscription of corvée labour or important
funeral. And he seized such chances to subject his followers
and the young men to military discipline, in order to test their
worth. v

When the First Emperor of Qin crossed the Zhe River
during his journey to Kuaiji Mountain, Xiang liang and
Xiang Yu looked on.

“I can take over from him!” exclaimed Xiang Yu.

“Don’t talk so wildly!” said Xiang l.iang, stopping his
mouth. “Do you want our clan wiped out?”

But this sent Xiang Yu up in his estimation.

Xiang Yu was over six feet, strong enough to carry a

. bronze cauldron. and more brilliant and ambitious than other
men. All the young men in that district went in awe of him.

In the seventh month of the first year of the reign of the
Second Emperor'’, Chen She and his men rose up in Daze. In
the ninth month Yin Tong, Governor of Kuaiji, said to Xiang
Liang .

“All the men west of the Yangtze have revolted. Heaven
must have decreed Qin’s downfall. Whoever strikes first,
they say, becomes a leader, while those who delay are led. 1
want to raise troops with you and Huan Chu as my generals. ”

Huan Chu was then an outlaw in the marshes.

“Since Huan Chu became an outlaw, no one but Xiang Yu
knows where he is,” said Xiang Liang.

(209 BC.



WA 4L

BB, JRE Ky £ FIUREBHRERT
#O, LIRMILHE. RGBA WM, BHIL, R
SEERC. fE TR "R O,
CHSCBEEJERIVRUNAE. BRARR,
TR A TN BRPFHRECHRE
9,
ROMTELA B FEREND, A
A, 2BTEERE. IHEER, RRRTRZ
D, BRI A B AR . BEE
£ AR CRIHERTERT. RE.
“ERT, ABRIHAL R B VR T

®© M.HEP, AT,

@ 218, AHILABNEH.

® 4c(gang 4% ¥ . #R(don 2). RH#R,

@ R . LR FELHFT. XF. 58,
SEMEBEEES,

® ARTELMHENGMTRE, 28 . Kirh
NLirslh T —R,

E 2Bk
English-Chinese

P E SRR
cems of Chinese Literature
SRS

Classical Literature



Xiang Yu

He went out and told Xiang Yu to wait outside with his
sword. Then he went back, sat down again by the governor
and said; “Please summon Xiang Yu to take your orders to
Huan Chu. ”

When the governor agreed, Xiang liang called Xiang Yu
in. With a glance at him he said: “The time has come. ”

Xiang Yu drew his sword and cut off the governor’s head.
Xiang l.iang picked up the head and put on Yin Tong’s seal
and insignia. The governor’s followers flew into a panic and
Xiang Yu killed dozens of them, till all in the office cowered
in abject terror and no one dared stand up. Then Xiang Liang
summoned the chief citizens and the officers whom he knew,
told them why he meant to raise a revolt, and mobilized an
army. He sent men to take the neighbouring districts, and
gathered a select force of eight thousand men. appointing the
local gallants as his lieutenants, scouts and sergeants. One
man complained that he had received no post. but Xiang
Liang retorted: “When I asked you to see to something in a
funeral, you didn’t do so well. That is why I have given you
no work. ”

All agreed that this was just. So Xiang Liang became the
governor of Kuaiji, with Xiang Yu as his adjutant. and they
took over all the districts in that province.

Zhao Ping, a native of Guangling, attacked that city for
Chen She but failed to take it. When he heard of Chen She’s
defeat and of the Qin army’s approach, he crossed the
Yangtze and pretended that Chen She had ordered him to
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Xiang Yu

make Xiang Liang the chief minister of Chu.

“You have conquered the land to the east,” he said. “Now
lead your army west against Qin!”

Xiang l.iang led eight thousand men west across the river.
When he heard that Chen Ying had taken Dongyang he sent
an envoy asking him to join forces with him and advance
west. Chen Ying was a secretary in the Dongyang
government , known and respected throughout the county for
his integrity. After the young men here had killed their
magistrate, thousands of men banded together and started
locking for a leader. When they could find no one suitable.
they asked Chen Ying to lead them. Chen Ying declined on
the score of unfitness, but they forced him to take charge,
and some twenty thousand men of that county followed him.
The young men wanted to set him up as their king. and form
a grey-turbaned army of their own.

Chen Ying’s mother said to him: “Since I married into your
family, 1 have not heard that any of your ancestors ever
attained noble rank. It is not good to win fame overnight.
Better serve as a subordinate. Then if you win, you will
become a noble; if you lose, you will escape more easily il
your name is not known to all. ”

So Chen Ying dared not be king.

“The Xiang family has produced generals for several
generations,” he told his officers. “They are well known in
Chu. For our revolt, we must have them. With the help of
this noble family, we are certain to overthrow Qin. ”
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