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Part One Humorous Stories 1
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1. I Want to Get Out

A bar owner locked up his place at 2 a.m. and went home to sleep. He had been
m bed only a few minutes when the phone rang. “What time do you open up in the
morning?” he heard an obviously inebriated man inquire.

The owner was furious; he slammed down the receiver and went back to bed. A
few minutes later there was another call and he heard the same voice ask the same
question. “Listen,” the owner shouted, “there’s no sense in asking me what time I
open because I wouldn’t let a person in your condition in...”

“I don’t want to get in,” the caller interjected. “I want to get out.”

2. Racehorses Are Boasting

Several racehorses are 1n a stable. One of them starts boasting about his track
record.

“Of my last 15 races,” he says, “I’ve won 8.”

Another horse breaks in, “Well, I’ve won 19 of my last 271"

“That’s good, but I've taken 28 of 36,” says another, flicking his tail.

At this point a greyhound whe’s been sitting nearby pipes up. “I don’t mean to
boast, ” he says, “but of my last 90 races, I’ve won 88.”

The horses are clearly amazed. “Wow,” says one after a prolonged silence, “a
talking dog!”

3. A Slippery Parrot

The pet-shop customer couldn’t believe his good fortune. The parrot he had just
bought could recite Shakespeare’s sonnets, imitate opera stars and intone Homer’s
epic poems in Greek. And he cost only $600.

Oace the man got the bird home, however, not another word passed his beak.
After three weeks the disconsolate customer returned to the shop and asked for his
money back. “When we had this bird,” said the proprietor, “he could recite poetry and
sing like an angel. Now you want me to take him back when he’s no longer himself?
Well, all right. Out of the goodness of my heart I'll give you $100.”

Reluctantly the man accepted his loss. Just as the door shut behind him he heard
the parrot say to the shop owner, “Don’t forget—my share is $250.”
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4. An Insane Cabbie

Late for a return flight from Dublin, an American tourist in Ireland jumped into a
cab. “Quick,” he said, “get me to the airport as fast as you can!” The cabbie nodded
and floored the gas pedal. Soon they were barreling along at more than 70 miles an
hour.

Just ahead a stoplight was bright red. The cab shot through the intersection
without slowing down in the slightest. “Are you blind?”” shouted the tourist. “That was
ared light!”

The cabbie was unfazed. “I don’t believe in red lights, sir, nor do any of my five
cab-driving brothers.” After two more hair-raising hurtles through red lights, the
tourist was relieved to see a green light. But right before the intersection, the cabbie
slammed on the brakes. “Are you insane?” yelled the passenger. “That was a green
light!”

“True, sir,” replied the cabbie. “But you never know when one of my brothers
may be coming through.” '

5. Three Wishes

A despondent woman was walking along the beach when she saw a bottle on the
sand. She picked it up and pulled out the cork. Whoosh! A big puff of smoke
appeared. '

“You have released me from my prison,” the genie told her. “To show my thanks, I
grant you three wishes. But take care, for with each wish, your mate will receive
double of whatever you request.” '

“Why?” the woman asked. “That bum left me for another woman.”

“That is how it is written,” replied the genie.

The woman shrugged and then asked for a million dollars. There was a flash of
light, and a million dollars appeared at her feet. At the same instant, in a far-off place,
her wayward husband looked down to see twice that amount at his feet.

“And your second wish?”

“Genie, I want the world’s most expensive diamond necklace.” Another flash of
light, and the woman was holding the precious treasure. And, in that distant place, her
husband was looking for a gem broker to buy his latest bonanza.

“Genie, is it really true that my husband has two million dollars and more jewels
than I do, and that he gets double of whatever 1 wish for?”

‘The genie said it was indeed true.

“Okay, genie, I'm ready for my last wish,” the woman said. “Scare me half to
death.”
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6. A Good Reminder
“If he starts to cry, you’ll have to leave the theater,” a movie-theater usher
warned a young couple with an infant, “but you can ask for your money back.”
Thirty minutes into the film, the husband whispered to his wife, “What do you
think?”
“This film is a waste of time.”
“T agree. Why not wake the baby up?”

7. St. Peter’s Trouble

A young couple had a fatal car accident on the way to their wedding, When they
met St. Peter at the Pearly Gates, they asked if it was possible for thein t¢f marry in
heaven. He said he would make some inquiries and get back to them.

A year later, St. Peter found the couple and told them they could get marrigd.
“Could we get a divorce if it doesn’t work out?” they wanted to know.

“Good grief!” St. Peter exclaimed. “It took me #whole year to find a-preacher up
here—and now you want me to find a lawyer.” -

8. The Minjster’s Puzzle

After a preacher died and went to hgaven, he noticed that a New York cabdriver
had been given a higher place than hie.isd. “J don’t'understand,” he complained to St.
Peter. “I devoted my entire life fo nay congregation.”

“Our policy is to reward'sesults,” explaiged St. Peter. “Now what happened,
Reverend, whenever you gave a setmon?”’

The minister admitted that some in the congregation fell asleep.

“Exactly,” sajd St. Petef. “And when people rode in this man’s taxi, they not only
stayed awake, they prayed.

9. Why They Yell in Protest?

The sociologist on an African jungle expedition held up her camera to take
picturek«io‘f%tfhé natéve children at play. Suddenly the youngsters began to yell in
protest.

Turning red, the sociologist apologized to the chief for her insensitivity and told
him she had forgotten that certain tribes believed a person lost his soul if his picture
was taken. She explained to him, in long-winded detail, the operation of a camera.
Several times the chief tried to get a word in, but to no avail.

Certain she had put all the chief’s fears to rest, the sociologist then allowed him
to speak. Smiling, he said, “The children were trying to tell you that you forgot to take
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off the lens cap!”

10. Pekingese

Henry’s new job had him spending a lot of time on the road, and out of concern
for his wife’s safety he visited a pet shop to look at watchdogs.

“I have just the dog for you,” said the salesman, showing him a miniature
Pekingese. ' : -

“Come on,” Henry protested, “that little thing couldn’t hurt a flea.”

“Ah, but he knows karate,” the salesman replied. “Here, let me show you.” He
pointed to a cardboard box and ordered, “Karate the box!” Immediately the dog
shredded it. The salesman than pointed to an old wooden chair and instructed, “Karate
the chair!” The dog reduced the chair to matchsticks. Astounded, Henry bought the
dog. : -

When he got home, Henry announced that he had purchased a watchdog, but
his wife took one look at the Pekingese and was unimpressed. “That scrawny thing
couldn’t fight his way out of a paper bag!” she said.

“But this Pekingese is special,” Henry insisted. “He’s a karate expert.”

“Now I’ve heard everything,” Henry’s wife replied. “Karate my foot!”

11. The Worst Part of the Job ‘

Because of the shortage of jobs in town, a boy appeared for work on a farm. The
foreman decided to give him-a try and told him to milk a cow, equipping him with a
stool and a bucket. :

An hour later the boy returned dirty and sweaty, the bucket in one hand and the
broken stool in the other.

“Extracting the milk was easy,” he explained. “The worst part was getting the
cow to sit on the stool!”

12. A Marriage Terror
Dexter had just returned from two weeks of vacation. He asked his boss for two
more weeks off to get married.
“What?” shouted the boss. “I can’t give you more time now. Why didn’t you get
married while you were off?” : '
“Are you nuts?” replied Dexter. “That would have ruined my entire vacation!”

13. On a Collision Course
Through the pitch-black night, the captain sees a light dead ahead on a collision
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course with his ship. He sends a signal: “Change your course 10 degrees, east.”
The light signals back: “Change yours, 10 degrees west.”
Angry, the captain sends: “I’'m a navy captain! Change your course, sir!”
“I’m a seaman, second class,” comes the reply. “Change your course, sir.”
Now the captain is furious. “I’m a battleship! I'm not changing course!”
There’s one last reply before collision, “I’m a lighthouse.”

14. Who’s Stupid?

During our basic army training, a sergeant was telling us how a submachine gun
sprayed bullets. He drew a circle on a blackboard and announced that.it had 260
degrees. o A

“But, sergeant, all circles have 360 degrees,” someone called out. * ™. -

“Don’t be stupid,” the sergeant roared. “This is a small cirele.”

15. A Lazy Son-in-Law
A very successful businessman had a meeting with his'new son-in-law. “I love
my daughter, and now I welcome you into the family,” said the-man. “To show you
how much we care for you, I'm making you a 50-50 partner.in my business. All you
have to do is go to the factory every day and learn the-operation.”

The son-in-law interrupted. “I'hate factories. I-can’t'stand the noise.”

“I see,” replied the father-in-law. “Well, then you’ll work in the office and take
charge of some of the operations.”

“I hate office work,” said the*son-in-law. “I can’t stand being stuck behind a
desk.” :

“Wait a minute,” said the father-in-law. “I just made you half-owner of a
money-making organization, but you
don’t like. factories and won’t- work
in an office. What am I'"going to do
with you?”

“Easy,” said the  young man.
“Buy me out.”

16. What For?

The reading material at the
barbershop consisted entirely of
murder stories, mysteries, thrillers,
and ghost tales.
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When I asked the barber if he wanted to terrify his customers, he replied, “No, sir.
These books make the customers’ hair stand up and then it becomes easier to trim and
cut,”

17. Boasting
Three women started boasting about their sons. “What a birthday I had last
year!” exclaimed the first. “My son, that wonderful boy, threw me a big party in a
fancy restaurant. He even paid for plane tickets for my friends.”

“That’s very nice, but listen to this,” said the second. “Last winter, my son gave
me an all-expenses-paid cruise to the Greek islands. First class.”

“That’s nothing!” interrupted the third. “For five years now, my son has been
paying a psychiatrist $150 an hour, three times a week. And the whole time he talks
about nothing but me.”

18. Speeding

“I’ll need to see your license and registration,” says the highway patrolman after
stopping a middle-aged couple. ‘“You were speeding.”

“But, officer,” says the husband, “I was way under the speed limit.”

“Sir, you were doing 63-miles in a 55-mile zone.”

“T was not speeding!” insists the man. “Your radar gun must be broken.”

At this point, the wife leans over. “It’s no use arguing with him, officer,” she says
apologetically. “He always gets this stubborn when he’s been drinking.”

- 19. Who’s That?
In darkest night, a policeman watches a staggering man trying in vain to unlock a
door. '
“Is this your home, after all?” the policeman asks.
“Sm:e, I'll prove it to you if you help me.”
Inside, the man explains, “You see, this is my bedroom And this is my wife.”
“And who is the man next to her?” the policeman wants to know.
_“That’s me!”

A 20. Stealing

“You admit having broken into the dress shop four times?” asked the judge.
“Yes,” answered the suspect.

“And what did you steal?”

“A dress, Your Honor,” replied the suspect.

“One dress?” echoed the judge. “But you admit breaking in four tlmes'”
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“Yes, Your Honor,” sighed the suspect. “But three times my wife didn’t like the
color.”

21. The Couple’s Harrying

A couple, desperate to conceive a child, went to their priest and asked him to
pray for them. “I’m going on a sabbatical to Rome,” he replied, “and while I'm there,
I'll light a candle for you.”

When the priest returned three years later, he went to the couple’s house and
found the wife pregnant, busily attending to two sets of twins. Elated, the priest asked
her where her husband was so that he could congratulate him. A

“He’s gone to Rome,” came the harried reply, “to blow that candle out.”

22. Don’t Worry
The hospital patient was worried, “Are you sure it’s. pneumonia, Doctor?” he
asked. “T’ve heard of cases where a doctor treatéd a patient for.pneumonia, and he
ended up dying of something else.” ‘
“Don’t worry,” said the doctor. “When I treat.a patient’for pneumonia, he dies of
pneumonia.”

23. What’s the Problem?
After giving a woman-a full’ medical examination, the doctor explained his
prescription as he wrote it out: “Take

the green pill with a“glass 'of water &\\\’

when you get up. Take'the blue pill (’:‘ %

with a glass of water after lunch. Then ‘;’t‘;fz 7 A
MNP

just before going“to bed; take the red
pill with-another-glass of water.”

“Exactly. what.is “my -problem,

doctor?”’ the woman asked. :
You’re »not “drinking enough

water.”

24. Saints Help?
The cavalryman was galloping

down 'the road, rushing to catch up
with his regiment. Suddenly his horse
stumbled and pitched him to the ground. In the dirt with a broken leg, terrified of the
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approaching enemy, the soldier called out: “All you saints in heaven, help me get up
on my horse!”

Then, with superhuman effort, he leaped onto the horse’s back and fell off the
other side. Once again on the ground, he called to the heavens: “All right, just half of
you this time!”

25. Competition
Bill and George were always competing against each other. After one argument
over who was better at folding and packing parachutes, they went skydiving to settle
the dispute. Bill jumped first, pulled the cord and began to float gently to earth. Then
George jumped and pulled his cord, but nothing happened. Next he yanked on the
safety cord, but that didn’t work either. In a matter of seconds George, falling like a
rock, flew past Bill. “So,” Bill shouted, ripping off his harness, “you want to race!”

26. What Did the Pope Say?

A small town’s only barber was known for his arrogant, negative attitude. When
one of his customers mentioned he’d be going to Rome on vacation and hoped to meet
the: Pope, the barber’s reaction was typical. “You?” he said. “Meet the Pope? Don’t
make me laugh! The Pope sees kings and presidents. What would he want with you?”

A month later, the man returned for another haircut. “How was Rome?” asked
the barber.

“Great! I saw the Pope!”

“From St. Peter’s Square, I suppose, with the rest of the crowd,” said the barber.

“Yes, but then two guards came up, said the Pope wanted to meet me, and took
me right into his private apartment in the Vatican.”

“Really?” the barber asked. “What did he say?”

“He said, “Who gave you that lousy haircut?” ”

27. The Answer Is on a Wrong Way

A preacher was asked to give a talk at a women’s health symposium. His wife
asked about his topic, but he was too embarrassed to admit that he had been asked to
speak about sex. Thinking quickly, he replied, “I’m talking about sailing.”

“Oh, that’s nice,” said his wife.

The next day, at the grocery store, a young woman who had attended the lecture
recognized the minister’s wife, “That was certainly an excellent talk your husband
gave yesterday,” she said. “He really has a unique perspective on the subject.”
Somewhat surprised, the minister’s wife replied, “Gee, funny you should think so. I
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mean he’s only done it twice. The first time he threw up, and the second time, his hat
blew off.”

28. What Happened That Night?

A pair of honeymooners checked into the Watergate Hotel in Washington, D. C.
That night, as the husband was about to turn off the light, his bride asked, “Do you
think this room is bugged?”

“That was a long time ago, sweetheart,” he reassured her.

“But what if there’s a microphone somewhere? I’d be so embarrassed.”

So the groom searched under tables and behind pictures. Then he turned back the
rug. Sure enough, there was a funny-looking gizmo in the floor. ‘He -took out the
screws, got rid of the hardware, and climbed into bed. ; e

The next morning the newlyweds were awakened by:a hotel clerk who wanted to
know if they had slept well.

“We did,” replied the groom. “Why do you ask?”

“It’s rather unusual,” the clerk answered. “Last mght the couple ‘in the room
below yours had a chandelier fall on them.”

29. Capitalist’s Kindness?

On a visit to the United States, a ‘Rus,sian politician met a Russian who had
immigrated to this country. “What do you do for a living here?” he asked him.

“My brother, my sister, and.1 work in-a big factory.”

“How do these capitalist bossestreat you?"

“Just fine,” answeted the man. “In fact, if you are walking home from work, the
boss picks you up in his big car and drives you to your door. Another time, he treats
you to a dinner ‘in ‘expens-ive" testaurants. Sometimes he takes you home for the
weekend and buys you presents.”

The politician was stunned. “How often does this happen?”

“Well, to me, aCtually never. But to my sister, several times.”

30. Information Agent
A secret agent was sent to Ireland to pick up some sensitive information from an
agent named Murphy. His instructions were to walk around town using a code phrase
until he met his fellow agent.
He found himself on a desolate country road and finally ran into a farmer.
“Hello,” the agent said, “I’m looking for a man named Murphy.”
“Well, you’re in luck,” said the farmer. ““As it happens, there’s a village right
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over the hill where the butcher is named Murphy, the baker is named Murphy, and
three widows are named Murphy. Matter of fact, my name is Murphy.”

Aha, the agent thought, here’s my man. So he whispered the secret code: “The
sun is shining...the grass is growing...the cows are ready for milking.”

“Oh,” said the farmer, “you’re looking for Murphy the spy—he’s in the village
over in the other direction.”

31. What a Good Patience!

An Englishman awaiting the train to Paris at the station restaurant in Calais
beckoned to the waiter and asked him in French laden with a heavy British accent,
“Do you know the man smoking a pipe and reading a newspaper over by the heater?”

“No, sir. So many of our patrons are just passing through.”

- *Well, please call the manager for me then.”

When the manager atrived, the Englishman repeated his question. The manager
scrutinized the man by the heater.

“I’m sorry, sir, but I’ve never seen him before.”

With that, the Englishman rose and walked over to the man. “Please accept my
apologies, sir, for speaking to you without having been properly introduced,” he said,
“but your coat is on fire!”

32. Does the God’s Answer Work?

When the preacher’s car broke down on a country road, he walked to a nearby
roadhouse to use the phone. After calling for a tow truck, he spotted his old friend,
Frank, drunk and shabbily dressed at the bar. “What happened to you, Frank?” asked
the good reverend. “You used to be rich.”

Frank told a sad tale of bad investments that had led to his downfall. “Go home,”
the preacher said. “Open your Bible at random, stick your finger on the page and there
will be God’s answer.”

Some time later, the preacher bumped into Frank, who was wearing Gucci shoes,
sporting a Rolex watch, and had just stepped out of a Mercedes. “Frank,” said the
preacher, “T am glad to see things really turned around for you.”

“Yes, preacher, and I owe it all to you,” said Frank. “I opened my Bible, put my
finger down on the page and there was the answer—Chapter 11.”

33. The Most Amazing Thing
A guy walks into a bar and orders a beer. “Listen,” he says to the bartender. “If I
show you the most amazing thing you’ve ever seen, is my beer on the house?”
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“We’ll see,” says the bartender. So the guy pulls a hamster and a tiny piano out of
a bag, puts them on the bar and the hamster begins to play. “Impressive,” says the
bartender, “but I’ll need to see more.”

“Hold on,” says the man. He then pulls out a bullfrog, and it sings “Old Man
River”. A patron jumps up from his table and shouts, “That’s absolutely incredible!
I’ll give you $100 right now for the frog.” '

“Sold,” says the guy. The patron takes the bullfrog and leaves.

“It’s none of my business,” says the bartender, “but you just gave away a
fortune.” ‘ L
“Not really,” says the guy. “The hamster is also a ventriloquist,” ‘,,Tw‘f

34. Is That Amusing? o
An impassioned minister was visiting a country- church and began hlS address
with a stirring reminder: “Everybody in this pansh JS’gOIIlg fo Che A

m " o

The evangelist was discomfited to notice a man in the front pew who was
smiling broadly. “Why are you so amused?” he:asked. - ER
“I’'m not in this parish, ” rephed the man. ;[ m }u’st vxsmng my sister for the

weekend.

.35, X C”lever Artlst
Our family was at. an outdOoY fair watch&ng a caricature artist at work, when a
50-something woman,. stopped to wmh ‘as Hwell When she saw that the artist charged

.. 36. Gear Is Not Gear
Haviﬁg pﬁrehased a new car, my friend was chary of hiring a new chauffeur
because he hacf”@been warned that most chauffeurs exchanged new car parts for old and
made some money on the sly. However, since my friend did not know how to drive,
he had to engage a chauffeur, but he questioned every movement of the driver:

Once when we were riding together, the car slowed, and then picked up speed.
“What happened?” my friend asked the driver.
“I just changed the gear, sir,” the driver replied.
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Turning to me, my friend whispered, “I have to fire this fellow. He not only
changed the gear but has the audacity to admit it!”

37. A Miser

A farmer who was notoriously miserly called a doctor to attend his sick wife.

“They say you're a skinflint,” said the doctor. “Can I be sure of my fee?

“Whether you kill my wife or cure her, you’ll get your money without having to
sue,” said the farmer.

But the woman died, despite all the doctor’s efforts to save her. He duly asked
for his payment.

“Did you cure my wife?” asked the man.

“No,” admitted the doctor.

“Did you kill her?”

“Certainly not!” the doctor said indignantly.

“Well, then, I owe you nothing.”

38. A Computer Scale

While Milgrom waited at the airport to board his plane, he noticed a computer
scale that would give your weight and a fortune. He dropped a quarter in the slot, and
the computer screen displayed: “You weigh 195 pounds, you’re married, and you're
on your way to San Diego.” Milgrom stood there dumbfounded.

Another man put in a quarter and the computer read: “You weigh 184 pounds,
you’re divorced, and you're on your way to Chicago.”

Milgrom said to the man, “Are you divorced and on your way to Chicago?”

“Yes,” came the reply.

Milgrom was amazed. Then he rushed to the men’s room, changed his clothes
and put on dark glasses. He went to the machine again. The computer read: “You still
weigh 195 pounds, you're still married, and you just missed your plane to San
Diego!”

39. Too Late to Repent B
An angel appears at a faculty meeting and tells the dean that in return for his
unselfish and exemplary behavior, the Lord will reward him with his choice of infinite
wealth, wisdom, or beauty. Without hesitating, the dean selects infinite wisdom.
“Done!” says the angel, and disappears in a cloud of smoke and a bolt of
lightning. Now, all heads turn toward the dean, who sits surrounded by a faint halo of
light. At length, one of his colleagues whispers, “Say something.”



