¥

B ALK Bt

WEFERIIEBH (EIThR)
BEHR R

>aking Countries:

A Survey
5 IR

VLisshiEsge it

5 3 41 SHANGHAI FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION PRESS




Br.) CESEEE +—E" BREMLIRH

it EERREETWANERTIEM (Z1THR)
BER BHER

I\/onor English—Speak/ng 'Coum‘r/es
A Survey

T ERE
ma TR KERE BRI

LA LY R EHH
AR

VLEsmiEss dhmit

Sb 45 4 SHANGHAI FOREIGN LANGUAGE €DUCATION PARESS




EHEMEE (CIP) 8

FUEEZFMN / TR&ES. —LiE:

L HAMESE KA, 2008 (2009FEED)
(it 2 RS B IE SRR A RFIHEA)

ISBN 978-7-5446-0889-3

I3 I, F L WE—EEEE—%
FR—H# V. H3194

R R A BB ECIPHIERT (2008) 251038435

HAE &7 LESEIMNMEINE B IRTL
C FMESMNRTEKE ) iB%: 200083

=] iE: 021-65425300 C(HE#H)
B AR FS: bookinfo@sflep.com.cn
(75| HE: http://www.sflep.com.cn  http://www,sflep.com

TEHWEE: E£AE

: Bl EpsREen)

: Bieeds s LHERATER

: 787X 1092 1/16  EFK 24  FI 46T T F
: 2008 FE S HEE 1AL 2009 5F 2 HSH 20KENH
= 5000

TEHE I
BNHEZ

ISBN 978-7-5446-0889-3 / K - 0011
38.00 T

2 e P A5 0m A BN 3 o BRI AL 7T il A AL 1 e

W
S



E2EH

F F: #MHH%

£ R (MUHEREYWHF)

A kT SEE K F
I R BREESNEEFER
ik PSR 8 N
EF4 MR A

IHRE A KAF
IR M A

b &Y o FESERE K
3L LilExINR B F B
v A kEA¥

& R g K%

bR A Vi i e

x| i WRAF

EXE%  LENEELE
%) A BEAY

AT 9k £ EESNERE K
ITHF e SNEE K F
kagpk Al AFE
KA LRI R AF
KA i 9 K ¥

F 9 7B AF

FRA AKX K F

A W) A B E
L R E S EE ¥ B
FRT BHREERXZ¥R

Wik g
WiEY
& ¥
M EF
k&
AR
W E AR
# B
3 A
Ak

AR

2%a
ok
y: Je P
A t8eA
#E X
F IR
FIRiE
208
kA
A

okt

AR

BEEERE
BiTA%

L ANEE k¥
JRIMESN T K

K HNEE
*HINE R B K ¥

R R 9 A ¥
HIIHE F

REANEE AF

2
A% SNEHE
ALK
PHEE T RY
EMAF
A

i ANEE AF
Bl k%

£ B A
LEITE H R
3t 7 i 75 K
W17 I 95 K
R R Bk A
LigshEEKRF
g I 5 K



R F

 REEEHSWAREE SRR, HEEREMEIRNEE, BT RENER
FURTH, BB 30 SERES W BEBEAE RO TR, T RIGEL WHFERRAHIT
B | SCHERMERT, SR ASERITER SHAT, ARSI E O (T,
TR R BGOSR R BT, TN (PR RR S SEa
KA RS O EAR, B “EUA LS ROBEEE = SRR A SRR
#%%%ﬂL%ﬁﬁf%% HE. AR, Xk, B EESRITAERE. Hy. &
‘ S TS SRR A", SR SRS AR R AR B RIS R R,
%@%ﬂﬂi%@éﬁAﬂ*mT“%ﬁ%ﬂ*ﬁﬁ&%r@ AIERR PR
B RGNS SO IR, WA R T IER SME R R
MR, TR A B2 R RERS AR OEE AL, |
 BAFHE, IELNESEEHRIEARES . SFemi. Bk, ik
£TeAk. EEMGrERBRBmIYE, HRAEZMORES HEETL, SN REGES
AR HCE BRI BRI T 3R A0DkAR kﬁ%ﬁﬁ;wiwkwﬁ,ﬁik L& AL,
S A B T B AME R P AR B B S AR B A
Bt RIS, BIEL . 5 SES ARk — S S R R
BEXTBEEL W IERER . AR RSB T 3. ERAER,
b ﬁ?&mﬁWﬁﬁ%ﬂb&%ﬂ%Z%%ﬁT%@m@%ﬁz BRE T At
EHESE, MEEFHENES AR E MRS TRA. 28, TEMEAAN
RS, B T AR . REE . BEREN FHARSHREIELY
AR BRI, ﬁﬁ%Aﬂ+ﬂ”@%ﬁmmﬁw L ECRTRE ¢ | %ﬁﬁﬁ@%@%ﬁ“
HRRSE RS R E .
X R A AR, ATRIE S OB R, ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@%uﬁﬂ

IR N IS, REK. e %ﬁﬂ%#ni&%M@‘mmaﬁﬁ&ﬁﬂ

| HM R X LM E AR,

YE%J%Q%E&%P/}“AEEQEEPEQ ﬁcfﬁ B RE R &ﬁﬁﬂi‘%ﬂﬁﬁ%fﬁﬂlﬂ)\?ﬁ
SRR HOAE FRAT ESEBE GG . SN i R BRI R R B, SEM RS, 71
RIeITAL . KRBT SRR H LR FAIGE L AR RIIBH”, LTS
RigT BB EBNFRUAR . A, &b#ﬁﬁ)ﬁ%i’é@ﬂ#‘ﬁﬁ%ﬂgﬁﬁm%ﬁ%z



WIBPHEER, REES MR RFEY, EAMEIAIRE, I8 S
F, BUEEFOTRERTE . MRS A IR . AR R RS R
TR, HEHM RS 5 HR T LA, ‘ _ ‘
BT IE A TR A0 % B RE . B kAR . SCARARARITRSE S AR PSR R,
PTG HERIERE | TS, SO, SO, ASTRISE . MR, BRI, SH0E 2007, JL
TR T AR ERRIGE LT EMIRME, HFRNH BRI REIGEAE X2
FHMARBRIEE L FA, REFESAERE, EMRSHRARL, AR T &%

USRI RR: AREFE L, BT EIT FILCHBS AT, B

et AMHRIVE., MRBRIIEARE ST, RS R R RA L, RRERTE, BTk
LA, % B R RE R EAGE LIS, ‘
RIBHE TR S RS RENE RS EREHAN, L EHREELN
FETA TR, FORBELRAEL LSRR SNER, BT
EESE I R AR T, e e
FIBH SR ERHER | Sl RS . AR EIME, FREEEHNA
A, S CEHEBSHE R BRI REE, REHH— AR
EEE. G, FRERAOES A, ST, AEREE
TR A AR5 U SRR -

# 5%
HAFGRIMELLHFHFERLEMAERR
B FRF LR 2sMEF ALK



Pieface

Major English-Speaking Countries: A Survey is a textbook designed for
English majors in Chinese colleges and universities. As indicated by its
title, the textbook provides a brief survey of the major English-speaking
countries in the world, including Great Britain, the United States, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand. Unlike many other similar survey textbooks
that tend to emphasize the history, politics, economy, diplomacy and even
the military of the countries involved, this one gives priority to such is-
sues as ethnicity, race, gender, immigration, labour, religion, education,
social services, and private life, all relating to the social and cultural as-
pects of these countries. Such a deliberate effort is not meant to deemphasize
the importance of politics, economy and history in the making of a nation.
Instead, it is intended to broaden the perspectives of the students in their
understanding of the English-speaking countries covered in this textbook,
looking at them not simply from political and economic angles, but also
from social and cultural dimensions. Out of this concern, while extensive
coverage has been given to the social and cultural life of these countries,

sufficient attention has also been paid to the history, politics, and economy



ii

of these major English-speaking countries. In short, this textbook aims to pro-
vide a balanced, well-proportioned, multi-dimensional, and close-to-life survey.

To this end, the whole textbook is divided into five parts, each discussing
one country in its social, political, cultural and historical context, beginning
with Great Britain and concluding with New Zealand. For each chapter, the
same organisational structure is applied uniformly, which includes Focus In,
Project, Content: Notes/Explanations, Simple Questions, Essay Questions, and Websites

for Further Reading. Focus In is designed to highlight the key information covered
in the chapter, helping the students to get a quick idea of what the main points
are in it. Project is meant to set the students thinking, thinking about the principal
issues discussed in the chapter. As for Content, it is primarily descriptive, present-
ing facts and information for the most part, and offering analysis only when
necessary. In Notes/Explanations, detailed information is provided for some of the
important but difficult issues mentioned in the chapter. They are useful, neces-
sary and informative. Simple Questions and Essay Questions serve a dual purpose.
On the comprehension level, they help students consolidate their understand-
ing of the particular chapter, and on the practical level, particularly the essay
questions, they can be used as examination questions to test what the students
have learned from the textbook. Finally, a Websites for Further Reading section is
added to each chapter to facilitate the learning process for the students in case
they want to explore the subject further on their own. At any rate, every possible
effort has been made to assist the students in deepening their understanding of
these major English-speaking countries.

The preparation of this survey textbook has been a collaborative undertaking,
with altogether five scholars participating in the project, each responsible for
one part. Prof. Geng Dianlei (3kBZ) wrote Part One about Great Britain; Prof.
Wang Enming (8 %), Part Two about the United States; Dr. Chen Huilin

(BREBE) , Part Three about Canada; Prof. Lin Ling (#¥%) , Part Four about
Australia; and finally Ms. Wu Min (32#) Part Five about New Zealand. In
order to provide some degree of consistency and uniformity to the textbook,
Prof. Wang Enming took the responsibility of revision and proofreading for the
whole textbook. On the whole, however, the project has been a collective effort,
putting together our thoughts, experience, data, information, and, above all,

commitment to the study of English-speaking countries’ cultures and societies.
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Indeed, over the past ten or twenty years or so, all of the five authors have
been engaged in the teaching of survey courses of these English-speaking
countries. In this sense, the textbook in the present form can be viewed as the
product of their years of teaching experience and academic pursuit. With this in
mind, we sincerely hope that the students will not only find the textbook infor-
mative and useful, but also share our joy and excitement in the exploration of the

world of English-speaking countries.

CWang/ anmmg/
American Studies Centre, College of English

Shanghai International Studies University
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Focus in

British Isles

" England
e el
A _High’;l_‘and‘ Zone

What role does the United Kingdom play in the modern world? What are its physical

features?

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (shortened
to the United Kingdom, the UK or Britain) is a country sitnated in the British
Isles, which lie off the northwest coast of the European continent. Politically, it
is a union made up of four constituent countries: England, Scotland, Wales,
and Northern Ireland, plus several overseas territories. The United Kingdom
covers 242,514 square kilometres (93,635 square miles) and claims a popula-
tion of about 60,587,300 (estimated in mid-2006). It has London as its national
capital, located on the bank of the river Thames in southeast England. The
Union Flag, popularly known as the Union Jack, is the national flag and “God

T

British Comme
Scotland

Lowland Zone

Save the King/Queen” is used as the national anthem.



By the turn of the twentieth century, the United Kingdom had built up a
huge overseas empire that, for better or worse, had massive impact on the history
of the world. In modern times, it retains links with parts of its former empire
through the British Commonwealth, including sharing with some of them the
same monarch — Queen Elizabeth IT — as head of state. Its parliamentary and
legal systems have also been emulated throughout the world. But more impor-
tant today in Britain’s international relations is the European Union, of which
the UK has been a member since 1973. As one of the five permanent members of
the UN Security Council and a founding member of NATO, the UK today
pursues an active global approach to foreign policy, which invariably involves a
close military and political relationship with the United States. A leading mem-
ber of the Group of Eight, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development, and the World Trade Organisation, the UK is a highly developed
country with a US$ 1.833 trillion economy and the fifth largest gross domestic
product in the world. Socially, it is a highly prosperous and peaceful country and

culturally, it is preeminent in the arts, sciences and technology.

Position andBm'ders %

The UK’s geographical position is marked by latitude 50°N in Southern
England and by latitude 60° across the Shetland Islands off the northwest coast
of Scotland. The distance from the southern coast of England to the most
northern point of the Scottish mainland is 955 km (around 600 miles), and the
English east coast and Welsh west coast are 483 km (around 300 miles) apart.
The UK is bordered on the south by the English Channel, which separates it
from the continent of Europe. It is bordered on the east by the North Sea,
separating it from Belgium and Holland. Its only land border with another
nation is between Northern Ireland and Ireland on the Island of Ireland. The
UK today is a small nation in terms of physical size. With an area of 242,514
square kilometres (93,635 square miles), it is roughly the size of Colorado in
the US, or the Guangxi Autonomous Region of China. Most of its territory is
land (about 240,880 square kilometres, or 93,004 square miles) and the rest

comprises inland water such as lakes and rivers.

~ Components %

As afore-mentioned, England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, plus
several overseas territories, constitute one nation-state, the United Kingdom.

But geographically, culturally and politically, these constituent countries dem-




onstrate distinct features.

England )
England is the largest, most populous, and wealthiest division of the United
Kingdom. It makes up 130,281 square kilometres (53.7 per cent) of the country’s
total area. In mid-2006, 50,762,900 or 83.8 per cent of the total population of
the UK lived in England, making this region, particularly the capital London,
the most densely populated part of the country. With the bulk of the most
fertile lowlands and six of the country’s seven conurbations, England has a
higher proportion of wealth and natural resources than the rest of the UK.
London, which is the seat of government, centre of business, and the heart of
arts and culture, dominates England, just as England dominates Great Britain.
This English dominance is such that many people use “England” to refer to
the whole United Kingdom, the entire island of Great Britain, or the British
Isles. This is not only incorrect, but may annoy people from other parts of the
UK. Not surprisingly, the English themselves feel most British and least at-
tached to a separate English identity. However, this also means that England
no longer represents the whole nation when the other three nations of the UK

enjoy separate political status in one way or another.

Scotland

Scotland is the second largest of the four nations both in area and
population. It has an area of 77,925 square kilometres (32.1 per cent) and a
population of 5,116,900 (8.4 per cent) as reported in mid-2006. But its popula-
tion density is the lowest in the country (only about 65 persons per square
kilometre), due to most part of Scotland being rugged and unsuitable for people
to live. Three-quarters of the population live in the lowland zone located be-
tween the two uplands in the north and south. It is the home of Glasgow in the
West and Edinburgh on the east coast, respectively the largest city and the
capital of the region.

Before Scotland formally joined the Union with England in 1707, it had
been a unified state independent of the UK for a long time. Today, Scotland no
longer has a separate legislature and executive, and its economy is integrated
into that of the rest of Britain. But it does have a separate administration, differ-
ent legal and educational systems as well as its Presbyterian national church.
Above all, it has retained much of its distinct cultural identity.

Wales

Wales, a peninsular jutting from England into the Irish Sea, is the smallest
among the three nations on the island of Great Britain, with an area of 20,732
square kilometres (8.5 per cent). It has a population of 2,965,900 (4.9 per cent) as



reported in mid-2006, with a population density of 142 persons per square
kilometre. Cardiff, the capital, is located in southern Wales, serving as an impor-
tant seaport and industrial centre.

Due to its adjacency to England, Wales has been dominated by England
for longer period of time than the other nations of the UK — officially, since its
union with England in 1536. Nevertheless, it retains a unique cultural, social,
and economic development, notably its national language, Welsh, and a de-
volved Welsh Assembly.

Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland, often referred to as the province of Ulster, is part of the
Island of Treland located in its northeast corner. It is the smallest both in area
and population among the four nations of the UK. It occupies an area of 13,576
square kilometres (5.7 per cent of the UK and one-six of the Island of Ireland)
and had a population of 1,741,600 (2.9 per cent) in mid-2006. The capital,
Belfast, a seaport on the east coast, is a centre of shipbuilding and linen textiles.

"The northern part of Ireland is separated from Scotland by a very narrow
channel, which has historically subjected the region to intrusive British
influences. However, when some of the people try to maintain strong links
with the Irish culture that is predominant on the rest of the island, deep-rooted
religious and political antagonisms inevitably arise, which have characterised
the history of Northern Ireland. For over a century since 1801, Ireland had
been part of the United Kingdom. But in 1922, the Irish Free State declared its
independence, leaving only six northeastern counties inside the Union to be
called Northern Ireland. Under an accord in 1998, a semi-autonomous gov-
ernment was established in mid-2000 in this region.

In addition to the four constituent parts, the UK also has a number of
small islands in the British Isles, including the Isle of Wight, Anglesey, the
Isles of Scilly, the Hebrides archipelago, the Orkney Islands, and the Shetland
Islands. But the Isle of Man in the Irish Sea and the Channel Islands off the
French west coast are dependencies that are largely self-governing, In addition,
the UK claims several other dependent territories throughout the world, in-
cluding Gibraltar, Saint Helena and the Falkland Islands. These overseas terri-

tories arc remains of the former British Empire.

%7 Topography |

Great Britain has been traditionally divided into two major natural re-

gions — a Highland zone in the north and west and a Lowland zone in the




south and east. They are approximately divided by an imaginary line running
through England from the River Exe on the southwest coast to the mouth of

the River Tees on the northeast coast.

The highland zone

The highland zone is a region of high hills and mountains in the north
and west that are frequently broken by valleys and plains. Scotland, Wales and
parts of England are located in this zone.

Situated farther north are the Scottish Highlands, which may be subdi-
vided into three main areas. The first is the North-West and Central Highlands
(the Grampians). They are the chief range in the Highlands, reaching as high
as 1,343 metres (4,406 feet) above sea level. The highest point here as well in
Britain is Ben Nevis at 1,343 metres (4,406 feet). The second is a broad valley
known variously as the Central Lowlands, the Scottish Lowlands, or the Mid-
land Valley. This valley contains most of Scotland’s cultivated farmland and
major industries and mines, particularly coalfields. It also contains Scotland’s
major urban centres (including the capital city of Edinburgh) and accommo-
dates three-quarters of the Scottish population. The third is the Southern
Uplands, an area of rounded hills and broad valleys. The maximum elevation
here is 850 metres (2,800 fect), and much of the area consists of moorlands used
for grazing sheep. The western portion of the Highlands contains most of
Scotland’s famous lochs or large lakes.

Starting at the Cheviot Hills on England’s border with Scotland and end-
ing in the Midlands of central England lies the Pennine Chain, known as the
“backbone of England”. It is a massive plateau belt, extending 260 km (160
miles) from north to south, made up of several broad and rolling moorlands.
Many of England’s major industrial areas such as coalfields are based on the
flanks of the Pennines. Located to the west of the northern Pennines are the
Cumbrian Mountains, a mountainous dome of ancient rocks deeply eroded
by glaciers. This region contains the Lake District, an area of rivers and lakes
that is famous for its scenic beauty.

Most of Wales 1s occupied by the Welsh Massif, an upland mass contain-
ing the Cambrian Mountains and descending eastwards into England. The
highest peak in Walcs is in Snowdon in the northwest, which rises to 1,085
metres (3,560 feet) above sea level. In southern Wales, lower and less rugged
mountains, the Brecon Beacons, extend in a roughly east-west direction.

Not far across from the southern Scottish coast, Northern [reland consists
of hilly highlands similar to those of Scotland. In the centre of the valley is
Lough Neagh, the largest lake in the British Isles, which is 29 km (18 miles)
long and 18 km (11 miles) wide. The highest part of Northern Ireland is the

Mourne Mountains in the southeast, with a maximum elevation of 852 metres



