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It is not long since I retired my selfe unto mine owne house, with full purpose, as much as
lay in me, not to trouble my selfe with any business, but solitarily and quietly to weare out
the remainder of my well-nigh-spent life; where me thought I could doe my spirit no greater
favour, than to give him the full scope of idlenesse, and entertaine him as he best pleased,
and with all, to settle him-selfe as he best liked: which 1 hoped he might now, being by time
become more settled and ripe, accomplish very easily but I finde,

Variam semper dant otia mentem.—1.ucan, iv. 704.



