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General Editor’s Preface

The reception given to a writer by his contemporaries and
near-contemporaries is evidence of considerable value to the
student of literature. On one side we learn a great deal about
the state of criticism at large and in particular about the devel-
opment of critical attitudes towards a single writer; at the
same time, through private comments in letters, journals or
marginalia, we gain an insight upon the tastes and literary
thought of individual readers of the period. Evidence of this
kind helps us to understand the writer’s historical situation,
the nature of his immediate reading-public, and his response
to these pressures.

The separate volumes in the Critical Heritage Series present a
record of this early criticism. Clearly, for many of the highly
productive and lengthily reviewed nineteenth- and
twentieth-century writers, there exists an enormous body of
material; and in these cases the volume editors have made a
selection of the most important views, significant for their
intrinsic critical worth or for their representative quality—
perhaps even registering incomprehension!

For earlier writers, notably pre-eighteenth century, the ma-
terials are much scarcer and the historical period has been
extended, sometimes far beyond the writer’s lifetime, in
order to show the inception and growth of critical views
which were initially slow to appear.

In each volume the documents are headed by an Introduc-
tion, discussing the material assembled and relating the early
stages of the author’s reception to what we have come to
identify as the critical tradition. The volumes will make avail-
able much material which would otherwise be difficult of
access and it is hoped that the modern reader will be thereby
helped towards an informed understanding of the ways in
which literature has been read and judged.

B.C.S.
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Note on the Text

The items printed in this volume, whether from books,
periodicals, or unpublished materials, follow the
originals in every important respect. All omissions have
been clearly indicated; in the reviews these consist for
the most part of summaries or lengthy quotations from
Stevenson's work. Typographical errors, unless they have
some special significance, have been corrected without
remark and titles have been made uniform. The following
abbreviations have been used throughout:
B Unpublished materials in the Beinecke
Collection, Yale University Library.
Items are indicated by their catalogue
number in George L. McKay's 'The
Stevenson Library of Edwin J.
Beinecke', 6 vols, 1951-64.
LS 'The Letters of Robert Louis Steven—
son', South Seas Edition, ed. Sir
Sidney Colvin, 1925. The four volumes
of letters (xxix-xxxii of the edition)
are numbered separately; references
are to the volume number in respect to
the letter series rather than the
edition. The South Seas Edition of
the letters is the most complete to

date.
Balfour, 'Life' Sir Graham Balfour, 'The Life of
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Chronology of Works

[1850 Stevenson born.]
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December 1878,
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but Some Portraits of Raeburn published
earlier in 'Cornhill', 'Macmillan's',
'"London'.

1882 '"Familiar Studies of Men and Books'
(February). Essays published earlier in
'Cornhill', 'New Quarterly Review', 'Mac-
millan's'.

'"New Arabian Nights' (July). Stories in
vol. i published earlier as 'Latter-Day
Arabian Nights' in 'London', 8 June - 26
October 1878; stories in vol. ii published
earlier in 'Cornhill', "Temple Bar', 'London’'.

1883 '"Treasure Island' (November). Periodically
in 'Young Folks', 1 October 1881 -~ 28 Janu-
ary 1882.

'Silverado Squatters' (December). Periodi-
cally in 'Century Illustrated Magazine',
November-December 1883,

1885 'A Child's Garden of Verses' (March). Some
verses published earlier in 'Magazine of
Art'.
"More New Arabian Nights: The Dynamiter'
(April).

'"Prince Otto' (November). Periodically in
"Longman's', April-October 1885.

1886 "The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde'
(January) .
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1886
(continued)
1887

1888

1889

1890

1892

1893

1894

1895

'Kidnapped' (July). Periodically in 'Young
Folks', 1 May - 13 July 1886.

'The Merry Men' (February). Stories pub-
lished earlier in 'Cornhill', 'The Broken
Shaft', the 'Court and Society Review',
'Longman's’.

'Underwoods’ (July). Some verses published
earlier in 'Magazine of Art', 'Cornhill’,
'Atlantic Monthly', etec.

'"Memories and Portraits' (November).
Essays published earlier in 'Cornhill',
'"Longman's', 'Edinburgh University Maga-
zine', etc.

'Memoir of Fleeming Jenkin' (January).
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'Young Folks', 30 June - 20 October 1883.
'The Wrong Box' (June).
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Periodically in 'Scribmer's Magazine',
November 1888 - October 1889.

'Father Damien' (July). Published earlier
in ‘'Scots Observer', 3 and 20 May 1890, and
in the 'Australian Star', 24 May 1890.
'Ballads' (December). Several ballads
published earlier in 'Scribner's' and
'Scots Observer'.

'Across the Plains' (April). Essays
appeared earlier in 'Longman's', 'Fraser's',
'Magazine of Art', 'Scribmer's’'.

'The Wrecker' (June). Periodically in
'Scribner's', August 1891 - July 1892.

'A Footnote to History' (August).

'Island Nights' Entertainments' (April).
Stories published earlier in 'Illustrated
London News', 'Black and White', 'National
Observer'.

'Catriona' (September). Periodically as
'David Balfour' in 'Atalanta', December
1892 - September 1893.

'The Ebb-Tide' (September). Periodically
in 'To-Day', 11 November 1893 - 3 February
1894; 'McClure's Magazine' (USA),
February-July 1894.

Edinburgh Edition, vol. i (November).
Remaining twenty-seven volumes appeared at
intervals to June 1898,

[Stevenson dies, 4 December.]

'Amateur Emigrant' (January). Text of 1880
extensively revised.

'"Vailima Letters' (October).
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1896

1897

1899

[1901
1895{-1912]
1906[-1907]
1908[~-1912]
1911
1922
1924
1924[-1926]
1925

'"Fables' (March). Periodically in 'Long-
man's', August~September 1895.

'Weir of Hermiston' (May). Periodically

in 'Cosmopolis', January-April 1896.

'Songs of Travel' (August). Verses previ-
ously printed in 'Pall Mall Gazette', 'New
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Mall Magazine', November 1896 - November
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'Letters to Family and Friends', ed. Sidney
Colvin (November).

Graham Balfour, 'Life of Stevenson'.]
Thistle Editrion (New York).

Pentland Edition (London).

Biographical Edition (New York).

Swanston Edition (London).

Vailima Edition (London).

Tusitala Edition (London).

Skerryvore Edition (London).

South Seas Edition (New York).
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