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PREFACE

THE object of this book is to provide a concise statement of the biblio-
graphy of all periods of English literature from Caedmon to Dylan
Thomas. Apart from its final section (1900-1950), it is a compression
by rigorous selection of the only comprehensive work in this field, the
Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature (Cambridge 1940) and
of its Supplement (Cambridge 1957). Six periods are treated: the Old
English period (60o-1100), the Middle English (1100-1500), the
Renaissance to the Restoration (1500-1660), the Restoration to the
Romantics (1660-1800), the Nineteenth Century (1800-1900) and the
Early Twentieth Century (1900-1950). It is obvious that strict limits
must be set to so vast a scheme, and I have tried to observe the follow-
ing throughout:

(i) Scope of the work. Only writers in English native to or mainly
resident in the British Isles have been included. This means that (as in
C.B.E.L. itself) American literature as such has been excluded—its
bibliography is in course of being treated in admirable detail in Mr Jacob
Blanck’s Bibliography of American Literature (8 vols. New Haven1955—,
for the Bibliographical Society of America)—though sections on Henry
James and T.S.Eliot will be found in their appropriate periods. It
means too that the present work excludes Anglo-Indian, English—
Canadian, English—-South African and Australian and New Zealand
literature, all of which were briefly treated at the end of Volume 111 of
C.B.E.L. No such national limits, however, have applied to the choice
of biographical and critical studies concerning the British and Irish
writers considered here.

(ii) Principles of selection. Only some four hundred writers have
been considered at all, and these have been arranged within their
periods in simple alphabetical order. In practice this has meant includ-
ing almost all the writers ranking as major in C.B.E.L., with a few added
from the sections called ¢ Minor’ and from such special sections as the
¢ Literature of Science’. In the case of the period 19001950, of course,
a selection of about eighty writers has had to be made de nouveau,
and in such a matter the taste of a single editor is no certain guide.
Balance is called for as much as discrimination, and a firm emphasis
upon literary .as opposed to quasi-literary values. Throughout the
book, and especially in its last section, I have worked on the principle
that the object of a reference book is to predict questions and then
simply and lucidly to answer them; and I have tried to include such
authors, space permitting, as the reader of a bibliography of English
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PREFACE
literature might ordinarily expect to find there, each author being
treated in as much detail as the scale of the book seemed to allow. The
book begins with lists of general bibliographies, literary histories etc.,
and each of the six periods begins similarly with general works con-
cerned solely or largely with a single period.

(iii) Arrangement. The canon of an author’s works is represented
only in selection; and when, as in most cases, a list of biographical and
critical works is added, only standard biographies and major and
general critical studies are entered. The emphasis is heavily upon books
as opposed to articles, and though critical essays of eminence have
often been listed specialist articles are never included. The division
establishes the most elementary distinction in enumerative biblio-
graphy, that between primary and secondary, ‘works by’ and ‘works
about’. The canon is preceded, where they exist, by standard biblio-
graphies, concordances and other reference books concerned with
a single author. The structure of each author-section is therefore as
follows :

NAME (dates of birth and death)

Reference works, e.g. bibliographies and concordances

A SELECTION FROM THE CANON, in order of publication
Collected works, letters and journals

Standard biographies and critical studies

(iv) Style of entries. The short title of each book is entered as it
appearsonthetitle-pageofthe firstknown edition,unless otherwisenoted,
exceptthat punctuation is systematically enforced, capitalization reduced
to the usage of current prose, contractions expanded and the use of 7, f, u
andvmodernized. The short title is followed by the name of the editor, if
any, the place of publication (unless it is L.ondon)* and year of the first
edition,? whether such information appears in the book or not, followed
by the year of publication of the author’s final revision, if any, and
details of the most modern and scholarly editions. But in this last
respect some concessions have been made to the principleof availability,
and useful modern reprints as well as scholarly editions have often
been entered. It will be seen that Concise C.B.E.L., unlike C.B.E.L,
itself, attempts to list only the most significant early editions, namely
the first edition and that representing the author’s final intention—the

! For this purpose all books published in England by the Oxford University
Press have been entered as ‘Oxford’.

2 No attempt has been made, however, to adjust the year of publication as
recorded in the book itself when a discrepancy of months between the recorded and
actual dates of publication is such that the book actually appeared in the year before
or after the recorded date.
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PREFACE

probable foundations of the text of a modern edition.! Changes other
than revision are specifically noted, e.g. ‘enlarged’, ‘abridged’ etc.
Editorial notes are bracketed or distinguished by italic type.
Acknowledgements. My first thanks are due to the Syndics of the
Cambridge University Press, whose invitation to prepare this book
single-handed came as my work as editor of the C.B.E.L. Supplement
was nearing its end. The invitation forced me to put my ideas on the
nature and purpose of bibliographical reference into strict order, and
if I have solved the essential problem of achieving conciseness in
this complex field without gross falsification, it is due to the sympathy
with which they considered my first specimens and their advice at
later stages. Professor John W.Clark, Mr J.C.Maxwell and Professor
George Whalley, along with many other patient and obliging friends,
have made an important contribution at the proof stage, and I have been
fortunate, too, in enlisting the help of six scholars who have each read
one period-section and who, without subscribing to all my methods
and conclusions, have made many hundreds of suggestions and saved
me from many errors: Mr R. W. Burchfield in the Old English section,
Dr J.A.W.Bennettin the Middle English, Dr Ethel Seatoninthe Renais-
sance, Mr Herbert Davis in the eighteenth century, Mr Michael Sadleir
in the nineteenth and Mr H.S.Harvey in the twentieth. A seventh
scholar, Mr F.W.Bateson, has a graver responsibility. It was he who
first introduced me to the work of the Cambridge Bibliography six years
ago, when it stood in urgent need of a Supplement, and who urged me
to undertake a Concise C.B.E.L. For so much encouragement, and for
his suggestive comments on reading the book in manuscript, I wish here

to record my thanks.
GEORGE WATSON

! In a few cases (e.g. FitzGerald’s Rubdiydr), intermediate editions representing
successive revisions of special interest have also been recorded.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

The demand for a second edition has enabled me to make some correc-
tions and many additions to this bibliography, especially in publications
of the last seven years.

St John’s College, Cambridge
March 1964

G.W.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Period bibliographies, literary histories, anthologies, grammars etc. will
be found at the beginning of period-sections, below.

Bibliographies

Watt, Robert. Bibliotheca britannica: or a general index to British and
foreign literature. 4 vols. Edinburgh 1824. With subject-index.

Lowndes, William T. The bibliographer’s manual of English literature,
4 vols. 1834; 11 vols. 1857-64 (rev. H.G.Bohn).

Catalogue of the printed books in the British Museum. 393 pts. 1881~
1900; Supplement [1882-99], 40 pts. 1900-5; General catalogue,
¢. 300 vols. 1931~ (complete revision).

Halkett, Samuel and John Laing. A dictionary of the anonymous and
pseudonymous literature of Great Britain. Ed. Catharine Laing,
4 vols. Edinburgh 1882-8; 7 vols. Edinburgh 1926-34 (rev. and
enlarged by James Kennedy et al.); vols. viii~ix, 1900-50, by Dennis
E.Rhodes and Anna E.C, Simoni, Edinburgh 1956.

Lee, Sidney et al. The year’s work in English studies. Oxford 1921-
(English Assoc.). Annual collections of essays by various hands on
current pbns since 1919.

Peers, E. Allison er al. Bibliography of English language and literature.
Cambridge 1921- (Modern Humanities Research Assoc.). Annual
lists of current pbns since 1920.

American bibliography. PMLA, xxxvII- (1922-). An annual record of
modern language pbns (American pbns only before 1957) since 1921.
Wise, Thomas J. The Ashley library: a catalogue of the printed books,

manuscriptsand autographletters collected by Wise. 11vols. 1922-36.

Northup, Clark S. A register of the bibliographies of the English
language and literature. New Haven 1925.

Batho, Edith C. et al. Summary of periodical literature. Review of
English studies, 1-. (1925— ). Quarterly lists of current periodical
articles.

Kennedy, Arthur G. A bibliography of writings on the English
language. Cambridge, Mass. 1927; 1961.

~—— A concise bibliography for students of English. Palo Alto, Cal.
19403 1960 (enlarged by Donald B. Sands).

Davies, Godfrey ez al. Bibliography of British history. Oxford 1928-.

Esdaile, Arundell. The sources of English literature: a guide for
students. Cambridge 1928.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Brussel, I.R. Anglo-American first editions, Pt i, East to west, 1826~
1900. 1935; Pt ii, West to east, 1786~1930, 1936.

Cross, Tom P. Bibliographical guide to English studies. Chicago 1938;
1963 (revised and enlarged by Donald F. Bond as A reference guide to
English studies).

Besterman, Theodore. A world bibliography of bibliographies.
3 vols. 1939-40; 4 vols. Geneva 1955-6 (enlarged).

Spargo, John W. A bibliographical manual for students of the language
and literature of England and the US. Chicago 1939; 194I.

Bateson, F.W. (ed.). The Cambridge bibliography of English literature
[600~1900]. 4 vols. Cambridge 1940; Supplement 600-1900, ed.
George Watson, Cambridge 1957.

A catalog of books represented by Library of Congress printed cards to
1942. 167 vols. Ann Arbor 1942-6; Supplement, 42 vols. 1948.
Supplements in progress.

Hayward, John. English poetry: a catalogue of first and early editions
from Chaucer to the present day. Cambridge 1947; 1950.

Baldensperger, F. and W.P.Friederich. Bibliography of comparative
literature. Chapel Hill, N.C. 1950.

Matthews, William. British diaries: an annotated bibliography of
diaries written between 1442 and 1942. Berkeley, Cal. 1950.

Stewart, James D. et al. British union-catalogue of periodicals. 4 vols.
1955~

Sawin, Lewis et al. Abstracts of English studies, 1- (1958-). Monthly
summaries of periodical literature.

Other Reference Works

Chambers, Robert. Cyclopaedia of English literature. 2 vols. Edin-
burgh 1843~4, 4 vols. 1857-60; ed. David Patrick, 3 vols. 1901-3,
1938 (enlarged).

Brewer, E.Cobham. Dictionary of phrase and fable. 1870;
1949.

Stephen, Leslie, Sidney Lee ez al. The dictionary of national biography.
21 vols. 1885~1909; Supplements, London (later Oxford) 1909—.
Complete to 1950. See p. 201, below.

Cousin, John W. Biographical dictionary of English literature. 1910,
1938; 1958, 1962 (Dictionary of literary biography, English and
American), rev. D. C. Browning (EL).

Ekwall, Eilert. The concise Oxford dictionary of English place-names.
Oxford 1936; 1960.

Harvey, Paul. The Oxford companion to English literature. Oxford
1932, 1946; The concise Oxford dictionary of English literature, ed.
John Mulgan, Oxford 1939.



BIBLIOGRAPHIES—LITERARY HISTORY

Ghosh, J.C. and E.G.Withycombe. Annals of English literature,
1475-1925. Oxford 1935; 1961 (continued to 1950).

Smith, W.G. The Oxford dictionary of English proverbs. Oxford
1935; 1948 (rev. Paul Harvey).

The Oxford dictionary of quotations. Oxford 1941; 1953.

Tilley, Morris P. A dictionary of the proverbs in England in the six~
teenth and seventeenth centuries. Ann Arbor 1950.

Hartnoll, Phyllis. The Oxford companion to the theatre. Oxford 1951;
1957 (with supplement).

Opie, Iona and Peter. The Oxford dictionary of nursery rhymes.

Oxford 1951; 1952.
Steinberg, S.H. Cassell’s encyclopaedia of literature. 2 vols. 1953.

Literary History and Criticism

Warton, Thomas (1728-90). The history of English poetry from the
eleventh to the eighteenth century. 3 vols. 1774-81. Completed to
¢. 1600,

Johnson, Samuel. Prefaces biographical and critical to the works of the
English poets. 10 vols. 1779-81. ‘Lives of the poets’.

Hazlitt, William. Lectures on the English poets. 1818.

. Lectures on the English comic writers. 1819.

Hallam,Henry. Introduction to the literature of Europe in the fifteenth,
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 4 vols. 1837—9.

Taine, Henri. Histoire de la littérature anglaise. 4 vols. Paris 1863—4;
tr. 2 vols. Edinburgh 1871.

Jusserand, J.-J. Histoire littéraire du peuple anglais. 2 vols. Paris
1894-1904; tr. 3 vols. 1895~1909. A history of English literature to the
Civil War.

Courthope, W.J. A history of English poetry. 6 vols. 1895-1910.

Hales, John (ed.). Handbooks of English literature. 11 vols. (10 pts).
1895~1903.

Wiilker, Richard. Geschichte der englischen Literatur. Leipzig 1896;
2 vols. Leipzig 1906—7.

Saintsbury, George (ed.). Periods of European literature. 12 vols.
Edinburgh 1897-1908.

—— A short history of English literature. 1898.

—— A history of criticism and literary taste in Europe. 3 vols.
Edinburgh 1900-4; A history of English criticism : being the English
chapters of the History revised, Edinburgh 1911.

Ward, A.W. and A.R.Waller (edd.). The Cambridge history of
English literature. 14 vols. Cambridge 1907-16; 1932 (without biblio-
graphies) ; vol. xv: Index, Cambridge 1927. See under Sampson,below.

Baker, Ernest A. The history of the English novel. 10 vols. 1924-39.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Legouis, Emile and Louis Cazamian. Histoire de la littérature anglaise.
Paris 1924; tr. 2 vols. 1926—~7; 1 vol. 1930, 1957; A short history of
English literature, by Emile Legouis, Oxford 1934~5 (abridged).

Nicoll, Allardyce. British drama. 1925; 1947.

—— A history of English drama, 1660-1900. 6 vols. Cambridge
1952~9. A revision of his period histories.

Barfield, Owen. Poetic diction: a study in meaning. 1928; 1952.

Chambers, R. W. The continuity of English prose. In Nicholas Harps-
field, Sir Thomas More, ed. E. V. Hitchcock, 1932; 1950 (separately)
(EETS).

Williams, Charles. The English poetic mind. Oxford 1932.

Eliot, T.S. The use of poetry and the use of criticism. 1933.

Elton, Oliver. The English muse. 1933.

Bateson, F.W. English poetry and the English language. 1934.

English poetry: a critical introduction. 1950.

Bodkin, Maud. Archetypal patterns in poetry. Oxford 1934.

Dobrée, Bonamy (ed.). Introductions to English literature. § vols.
1938-58; 1950~2 (vols. iii and i). With bibliographies.

Leavis, F.R. Revaluation: tradition and development in English
poetry. 1936.

Sampson, George. The concise Cambridge history of English literature.
Cambridge 1941; 1961 (with addn by R.C.Churchill).

Atkins, J.W.H. English literary criticism. 3 vols. Cambridge (later
London) 1943-51. Completed to 1800.

Grierson, Herbert and J.C. Smith. A critical history of English poetry.
19443 1947.

Wilson, F.P. and Bonamy Dobrée (edd.). The Ozford history of
Englishliterature. 14 vols. (12 pts). Oxford 1945—. With bibliographies.

Brooks, Cleanth. The well wrought urn: studies in the structure of
poetry. New York 1947.

Baugh, Albert C. et al. A literary history of England. New York 1948.

Craig, Hardin et al. A history of English literature. New York 1950.

Ford, Boris (ed.). A guide to English literature. 7 vols. 1954-61
(Pelican). Studies by various hands, with anthology in vol. 1.

Allen, Walter. The English novel: a short critical history. 1954.

Tillyard, E.M.W. The English epic and its background. 1954.

Kinsley, James (ed.). Scottish poetry: a critical survey. 1955.

Wellek, René. A history of modern criticism, 1750-1950. 4 vols.
New Haven 1955—- . Literary criticism in Europe and N. America.

Frye, Northrop. Anatomy of criticism: four essays. Princeton 1957.

Wimsatt, W.K. and Cleanth Brooks. Literary criticism: a short
history. New York 1957. Classical criticism, and English since r6th
century.
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LITERARY HISTORY—-ANTHOLOGIES

Daiches, David. A critical history of English literature. 2 vols. New
York 1960.

Watson, George. The literary critics: a study of English descriptive
criticism. 1962 (Penguin); 1964.

Davies, Hugh Sykes and George Watson (edd.). The English mind:
studies in the English Moralists presented to Basil Willey. Cam-
bridge 1964.

Collections and Anthologies

Johnson, Samuel. The works of the English poets. 68 vols. 1779~81;
75 vols. 1790 (enlarged). Incorporated in Chalmers, below.

Ellis, George. Specimens of the early English poets. 1790, 3 vols.
1801 (enlarged); Specimens of the later English poets, ed. Robert
Southey, 3 vols. 1807.

Anderson, Robert. The works of the British poets, with prefaces.
14 vols. Edinburgh 1792~-1807.

Chalmers, Alexander. The works of the English poets. 21 vols. 1810.
See Fohnson, above.

Child, Francis J. English and Scottish ballads. 8 vols. Boston 1857-8;
The English and Scottish popular ballads, ed. Child, § vols. Boston
1882-98, ed. Helen C.Sargent and Kittredge, Cambridge, Mass.
1904 (selection). See Matthew Hodgart, The ballads, 1950.

Palgrave, Francis T. The golden treasury. 1861; 1891; Oxford 1907,
1940 (OSA) (enlarged).

Arber, Edward. An English garner. 8 vols. 1877-96; ed. Thomas
Seccombe, 12 vols. 1903—4 (enlarged).

British anthologies. 10 vols. 1899-1901.

Saintsbury, George. Specimens of English prose style. 1885,

Quiller-Couch, Arthur. The Oxford book of English verse. Oxford
1900; 1939 (enlarged).

—— The Oxford book of ballads. Oxford 1910.

— The Oxford book of English prose. Oxford 1925.

Dixon, W.Macneile and Herbert Grierson. The English Parnasaus: an
anthology chiefly of longer poems. Oxford 1909.

Auden, W.H. and John Garrett. The poet’s tongue. 1935.

Auden, W.H. The Oxford book of light verse. Oxford 1938;
1939.

— and Norman H.Pearson. Poets of the English language. § vols.
New York 1951.

Brooks, Cleanth and Robert Penn Warren. Understanding poetry: an
anthology for college students. New York 1938; 1950.

Roberts, D. Kilham. The centuries’ poetry. 4 vols. 1938-53 (Penguin).

Bennett, H.8., C.S.Lewis et al. Fifteen poets. Oxford 1941.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Davies, Hugh Sykes. The poets and their critics. 1943 (Pelican);
2 vols. 1960-2 (enlarged).

Sutherland, James. The Oxford book of English talk. Oxford 1953.

Allott, Kenneth et al. The Pelican book of English prose. § vols. 1956
(Pelican).

Hayward, John. The Penguin book of English verse. 1956 (Penguin).

Pinto, V. de Sola and A.E.Rodway. The common muse: an anthology
of popular British ballad poetry, XVth-XXth century. 1957.

Allott, Miriam. Novelists on the novel. 1959.

Prosody

For a bibliography see Karl Shapiro, A bibliography of modern prosody,
Baltimore 1948.

Schipper, Jakob. Englische Metrik. 3 vols. Bonn 1882-8; 1 vol.
Vienna 1895 (Grundriss) (abridged), tr. Oxford 1910.

Mayor, Joseph B. Chapters on English metre. 1886.

—— A handbook of modern English metre. Cambridge 1903.

Bridges, Robert. Milton’s prosody. Oxford 1893; 1921 (enlarged).

Sievers, Eduard. Altgermanische Metrik, Halle 1893.

Omond, Thomas S. A study of metre. 1903.

English metrists. Oxford 1921.

Saintsbury, George. A history of English prosody from the twelfth
century. 3 vols. 1906~10.

Historical manual of English prosody. 1910.

A history of English prose rhythm. Edinburgh 1912,

Abercrombie, Lascelles. Principles of English prosody, pti. 1923.

Smith, Egerton. The principles of English metre. Oxford 1923.

Lewis, C.S. The fifteenth-century heroic line. Essays and studies,
xxiv (1938).

The alliterative metre. In his Rehabilitations, Oxford 1939.

Shapiro, Karl. English prosody and modern poetry. Baltimore 1947.

Ing, Catharine, Elizabethan lyrics. 1951.

Book Production and Distribution

Ames, Joseph. Typographical antiquities : being an historical account of
printing in England. 1749; 3 vols. 1785-90 (rev. William Herbert);
4 vols. 1810-19 (rev. Thomas F.Dibdin); Index, 1899.

Reed, Talbot B. A history of the old English letter foundries. 1887;
1952 (rev. and enlarged by A.F. Johnson).

Plomer, Henry R. A short history of English printing, 1476-1898.
19003 1915 (popular edn).



