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Preface

A building is the crystallization of technology and art that reflects the material and spiritual culture.
Beijing, with its 3,000-year long history, is one of the seven ancient capitals of China; its history as a
capital is over 800 years. It’s name has changed over the centuries: Jicheng and Youzhou during the
Tang Dynasty (618-907), Nanjing during the Liao Dynasty (947-1202), Zhongdu during the Jin Dynasty
(1114-1234), Dadu during the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368), Beijing during the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644),
Jingshi during the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), and Peking in Republic of China (1911-1949) and Beijing -
capital of the People’s Republic of China. In recent decades, Beijing has undergone enormous changes in
urban development. In addition to admiring the urban structures of Beijing, people also pay great attention

to its culture.

The foreign buildings in old Beijing show the cultural differences between China and Western countries,
the changes of the times, conflict between old and new concepts and other social problems in the
development of modern China over the past 100 turbulent years. In such a milieu issues, such as how
to preserve traditional Chinese architecture, how traditional Chinese architecture resists, integrates and
develops with the Western architectural culture forced upon Beijing at that time and further challenged by

Chinese and foreign modern architecture.

The introduction of advanced Western construction techniques and building materials brought essential
challenges to traditional Chinese wooden architecture. Therefore, an analysis of modern Beijing
architecture reflects dramatic evolution and progress of social culture and is of important research value

for modern architecture.

Foreign buildings in the book Old Beijing’s Foreign Buildings painted and described by Li Fang vividly



demonstrate the unique style of the outstanding buildings in modern Beijing. The author uses a simple
yet informative text and vivid, clear paintings to describe 100 famous modern foreign buildings in old

Beijing.

Before I first read the book Old Beijing’s Foreign Buildings, Li Fang used to show me those pen drawings
of hers as she completed over the past few years as if enumerating her family valuables. She also told
me about the construction period, structure, artistic style, designer, function and preservation of those
buildings, which revealed that she had done extensive research beforehand. Therefore, hers is not only a
book displaying pen drawings of foreign buildings in old Beijing, but also a systematic analysis of modern

architectural culture in Beijing.

It is difficult for a graduate student to visit all the lanes and streets of Beijing in her spare time to paint
all those foreign buildings and rare to accomplish such an extensive task. We greatly admire her attitude
and conscientiousness in the current university learning environment. She presents a clear perspective
that allows the reader to understand that the modern buildings in old Beijing are an inalienable part of
Chinese architectural culture, which not only requires our attention and protection, but also gives us an
issue for serious exploration. For instance, how to find a scientific and sustainable method for cultural
preservation given the rapid urban development now and in the future, so as to harmoniously integrate
modern architectural culture with our daily life and it as our eternal urban culture and valuable resource.
This is the deep impression the book gives. Old Beijing’s Foreign Buildings will surely arouse the interest

and conviction for preservation on the part of all its readers.

Yang Huancheng
June, 2013
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Author's Foreword

The palaces, temples, gardens and other well-known tourist sites with traditional Chinese architectural
essence in Beijing are important cultural heritage of China. Therefore, I have sought to gain more knowl-
edge and understanding on them. When [ wander on the streets of Beijing, the “foreign buildings” in-
tegrating Chinese and Western styles and architectural techniques open a door for me to understand the
modern culture of old Beijing. I see the unique and mysterious grace of old Beijing and learn interesting

historical stories.

From the East Cathedral on Wangfujing Street to the Peking Union Medical College Campus, from Rui Fu
Xiang Silk Shop on Dasharlan Street to Quanyechang Fair, from the South Building of the Qing Ground
Forces Headquarters to the “Red Building” of Peking University, these modern buildings sit quietly on
streets or lanes, as if not willing to let people know they accompanied old Beijing through turbulent times.
Although these “foreign buildings” may have changed names or purpose, each has retained its unique

characteristics.

I had previously thought that buildings of strong modern, Western style were only to be seen in Shanghai,
Tianjin, Qingdao and other coastal cities. However, during my research, I found many “foreign buildings”
in Beijing. Those “foreign buildings” have witnessed the historic vicissitudes of Beijing as well as the ef-

forts of modern Chinese to combine Chinese and Western culture.

The outstanding modern buildings at Tsinghua University made a deep impression on me; Tsinghua
Imperial College and Tongfang Bu of the early period, Great Hall, Science Hall, Gymnasium and Library
(local), Biology and Chemistry Buildings, Library, Meteorological Station and the Second Gate of
the later period. Compared to modern buildings (i.e. Office building of Yenching University, Foreign

Languages Building, Russian Building, No.1 Gymnasium and Water Tower) built in the same period at



The palaces, temples, gardens and other well-known tourist sites with traditional Chinese architectural
essence in Beijing are important cultural heritage of China. Therefore, I have sought to gain more knowl-
edge and understanding on them. When I wander on the streets of Beijing, the “foreign buildings” in-
tegrating Chinese and Western styles and architectural techniques open a door for me to understand the
modern culture of old Beijing. I see the unique and mysterious grace of old Beijing and learn interesting

historical stories.

From the East Cathedral on Wangfujing Street to the Peking Union Medical College Campus, from Rui Fu
Xiang Silk Shop on Dasharlan Street to Quanyechang Fair, from the South Building of the Qing Ground
Forces Headquarters to the “Red Building” of Peking University, these modemn buildings sit quietly on
streets or lanes, as if not willing to let people know they accompanied old Beijing through turbulent times.
Although these “foreign buildings” may have changed names or purpose, each has retained its unique

characteristics.

I had previously thought that buildings of strong modern, Western style were only to be seen in Shanghai,
Tianjin, Qingdao and other coastal cities. However, during my research, I found many “foreign buildings”
in Beijing. Those “foreign buildings” have witnessed the historic vicissitudes of Beijing as well as the ef-

forts of modern Chinese to combine Chinese and Western culture.

The outstanding modern buildings at Tsinghua University made a deep impression on me; Tsinghua
Imperial College and Tongfang Bu of the early period, Great Hall, Science Hall, Gymnasium and Library
(local), Biology and Chemistry Buildings, Library, Meteorological Station and the Second Gate of
the later period. Compared to modern buildings (i.e. Office building of Yenching University, Foreign
Languages Building, Russian Building, No.1 Gymnasium and Water Tower) built in the same period at

Weiming Lake, there are distinctive forms and styles between the two campuses, which aroused great



desire in me to study “foreign buildings”. As a result, I have deeply studied the topic over the past few

years.

Over the past two years, I have prepared the book Old Beijing’s Foreign Buildings. 1 painted and sifted
through information with the encouragement of Mr. Zhou Ding of the Academy Press. It is a way for me
to keep learning, exploring and fulfilling myself. I will appreciate my readers’ advice and correction on

any mistakes caused by my limited knowledge.

I hope these “foreign buildings” in old Beijing will continue to demonstrate the depth of modern archi-
tectural culture and give inspiration to modern architects in how to integrate traditional architectural style

and culture with modern construction techniques.

Li Fang
June, 2013
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