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Preface

Many years of teaching enabled us to have the first-hand knowledge that our
students are relatively weak in undertaking academic research and writing. Some
students are even virtually ignorant of the basic rules and standards of writing academic
research papers. It is with this in mind that we venture to write this handbook to help
our students of English to familiarize themselves with the basic steps, skills and
techniques in writing a research paper. Emphasis is placed on explaining the accepted
practice in the MLA style of documentation. The APA style and Chicago style
documentation are also introduced.

This book is the result of the authors’ fifteen years of experience in teaching
academic research and writing to undergraduates and postgraduate students. It has been
tried and repeatedly revised at the School of Foreign Languages at Southwest China
Normal University, Henan Normal University, Shanxi Normal University, Guizhou
Normal University, Ningbo University, Yunnan Educational College, Xichang Teacher’s
College, South China University of Technology, and Shaoguan College.

It was our joint efforts that have brought about the publication of the book , but each
of us was assigned with a specific chapter or chapters. More specifically, Liu Jianbo
designed the framework of the book, and wrote Chapters I, IV, V, and VI. He also
wrote the sample research paper. Li Ruping wrote Chapters [ and II. Yuan Lei wrote
Chapters VI and Vl. She also provided and updated most of the examples.

We sincerely welcome readers’ comments and criticism so that improvements can
be made in future editions. Meanwhile, readers are reminded that, due to the length
constraints, some typesets in this book (such as double space and indentation) are not

strictly in accordance with the guidelines. We apologize for any confusion this may bring

about.

Liu Jianbo -
Li Ruping
Yuan Lei
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Chapter 1

What ie a Research Paper

.g Definition

Cooeat

A research paper is an academic essay that consists of the existed academic
findings and the student’s own understandings, analyses and arguments on a
subject. It 1s a lengthy documented report from the student’s firsthand acquisition,
synthesis, and interpretation of information. its content focuses upon a topic that
the student’s own intellectual curiosity brings him or her to study. The primary
purpose of a research paper 1s to inform the reader in the field about the research
topic, methods, and to demonstrate the validity or reasonableness of the
conclusion about it. A research paper may be a published article in a journal, a
monograph distributed by a research institution, or a term paper, course paper
and a thesis or dissertation as a partial requirement for a university degree.

Although it is meant to be objective, a research paper is also an expression of
the student’ s own understanding of the topic. His or her personal values,
insights, and experiences have a great influence on the whole writing process.
There 1s no completely objective research paper. However, students should try to
be as objective and neutral as possible.

BB organization

Regardless of subject area, a research paper usually includes title page,
outline, abstract, table of contents, text proper, notes, works cited, and
appendix.

The title page usually consists of the following items:

1. title of paper;
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2. subtitle (optional) ;

3. full name of author;

4. submission statement;

5. date submitted.

An outline, which is optional, usually consists of headings of each part of the
paper. It gives a concise framework of the whole research paper.

An abstract is a concise preview of the whole paper and gives the reader
general information on the main content.

A table of contents is a list of all the headings of the research paper in
sequence of their appearance with their page numbers. It informs the content of
the paper so that the readers can decide whether to continue reading. It also tells
the accurate place of the identified content to make the checking convenient.

The largest part of a paper is naturally the text proper, which consists of three
major sections: introduction, body and conclusion. The introduction serves as an
orientation for readers of the paper, giving them the perspective they need to
understand the detailed information in later sections. The body, which is the main
part of the three, illustrates and supports the thesis set forth in the introduction
through discussions, analyses, data, experiments and examples. The conclusion
states a final idea or summarizes the paper’s major arguments with an emphatic
and forceful statement to influence the reader’s final impression of the essay and
shows the possible implication or consequence of the argument.

Notes of a research paper is optional. It provides some detailed explanations of
the text.

Works Cited lists all the sources quoted in the text.

Appendix is also optional, where materials such as questionnaires, classroom
observational sheets, photocopied textbooks or other documents are attached.

.i Working Procedure

Student researchers usually follow the following steps in writing a research
paper

* selecting a subject of interest;

* checking reference sources for the topic;

* focusing on one aspect of the subject ( narrowing the subject) ;
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writing a research question;

formulating a thesis statement;

designing the study;

developing a preliminary outline;
collecting data;

revising the preliminary thesis statement and preliminary outline;
writing the first draft of the paper;
revising the paper;

editing for mechanical errors;

editing the citation and the bibliography;
finalizing the paper;

printing and binding the paper.




The Research Topic

.Wg Negotiating a Topic

A tutor or an instructor may assign a topic. In this case, the tutor has already
considered its suitability for research, the student’s interest and understanding of a
certain subject. What the student needs to do is to demonstrate his or her grasp of
basic concepts through independent research and study. Assigned topics are
usually closely connected with the offered courses. Students can, therefore,
benefit from class notes, textbooks, assigned readings and the instructor’s
expertise in the field.

However, in most academic practices, tutors and instructors do not assign
students topics. Instead, they expect students to find topics themselves or
negotiate topics.

To negotiate a topic, students must first locate a good research subject, and
resort to one or a combination of the four exercises; following personal interests,
talking with other people, brain-storming and reading source materials.

2.1.1 Following Personal Interests
Interest is the best teacher. When a student begins looking for a research
topic, he or she should think about those that he or she might be willing to spend
time researching. If he or she does not have a real interest in a topic, he or she

may lose motivation at some stage and this in return will make his or her task
much harder.

Students often ask, “How shall | know that | can maintain interest in
something until | have studied it thoroughly?” This is true, but the more he or she
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gets into a subject, the more interesting it becomes; the more interesting it is, the
deeper understanding he or she gains. Generally speaking, a student should
choose something that seems to promise him or her real value, something that he
or she has always wanted to learn more about. He or she will write best on a
subject that he or she is interested in. His or her sense of satisfaction and
achievement will certainly be greater when the job is done.

2.1.2 Talking with Other People

As the Chinese saying goes: “One evening’s conversation with a gentleman

is worth more than ten year’s study.” This is also true with finding a research
topic because a good research topic may come from a talk with fellow students,
instructors, the elders and friends. Conversations might trigger good ideas for a
research topic. Therefore, talk to classmates, instructors, the elders and friends to
find out if they have any interesting ideas or experiences relevant to the subject.

2.1.3 Brainstorming
Brainstorming is a form of exploring a topic that involves listing relevant
words and phrases in rapid succession. Doing researches needs a lot of mental
work. A student may sit down and write down all the thoughts and ideas on the

subject that come to his or her mind, no matter how simple or obvious they might
seem. These ideas and thoughts may look like a junk, but after sorting and
grouping, they may provide valuable ideas for research.

2.1.4 Word-star or Clustering

Clustering is a variation of brainstorming in which a writer places a key word
or phrase in a circle as the nucleus ‘and adds related words and ideas in radiating
lines and circles.

Begin the word-star by drawing a circle around the subject, and then connect
the circle with lines to any ideas that can associate with it. Circle the second idea
and connect it to other associations.

Students should not have to worry about what ideas come first or how to
group them. Simply write them down. Group and organize them later.
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2.1.5 Using Library Sources
A good library usually contains excellent sources either in paper form or in
electronic form. Students usually turn to the following for ideas: encyclopaedias,
books, and periodicals.

(McWhorter 32)

2.15.1 Encyclopaedias

Everyone is probably familiar with such encyclopaedias as Encyclopaedia
Britanica and Encyclopaedia Americana, which cover practically all subjects.
Entries in an encyclopaedia are alphabetically arranged by subjects. Articles in
encyclopaedias are often excellent, authoritative summaries and discussions
written by carefully chosen experts in the related fields.

An encyclopaedia article is useful in finding a topic. It can also suggest
possible bibliography.

The following is an excerpt from Columbia Encyclopaedia about
expressionism. It offers general information and classic references.
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Expressionism, term used to describe works of art and literature in which the
representation of reality is distorted to communicate an inner vision. The
expressionist transforms nature rather than imitating it. 1 In painting and the
graphic arts, certain movements such as the BRUCKE (1905), BLAUE
REITER (1911) and NEW OBJECTIVITY (1920s) are described as
expressionist. In a broader sense the term also applies to certain artists who
worked independent of recognized schools or movements, e.g., Rouault,
Soutine, and Vlaminck in France and Kokoschka and Schiele in Austria —
all of whom made aggressively executed, personal, and often visionary
paintings. Gauguin, Ensow, Van Gogh, and Munch were the spiritual
fathers of the 20th-century expressionist movements, and certain earlier
artists, notably El Greco, Griinewald, and Goya exhibit striking parallels to
modern expressionistic sensibility. See articles on individuals, e. g.,ENSOR.
See Carl Zigrosser, The Expressionists ( 1957 ); Frank Whitford,
Expressionism (1970) ; John Willett, Expressionism (1970); Wolfgang
Pehnt, Expressionist Architecture (1973). 2 In literature, expressionism is
often considered a revolt against realism and naturalism, seeking to achieve a
psychological or spiritual reality rather than record external events in logical
sequence. In the novel, the term is closely allied to the writing of Frank
Kafka and James Joyce (see STREAM OF CONSCIOUSNESS). In the
drama, Strindberg is considered the forefather of the expressionists, though
the term is specifically applied to a group of early 20th-century German
dramatists, including Kaiser, Toller, and Wedekind. Their work was often
characterized by a bizarre distortion of reality. Playwrights not closely
associated with the expressionists occasionally wrote expressionist drama,
e. g, Karel Capeck’s R. U. R. (1921) and Eugene Oneill’s The Emperor
Jones (1921). The movement, though short-lived, gave impetus to a free
form of writing and of production in modern theater. See Egbert Krispyn,
Style and Society in German Literary Expressionism (1964 ). ( Harris and
Levey 913)

But always keep in mind that encyclopaedia articles are only broad
introductions. Books and journals are more detailed and up-to-date. Therefore,
encyclopaedias serve only to familiarize students with fundamental facts and basic
concepts.
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2.15.2 Books

Books are among the best sources in which to discover a topic for research.
Skimming a book’s table of contents, introduction, index and a few chapters is
enough to tell whether the book is suitable. Keep in mind that a student is only
browsing books for possible topics; therefore, he or she should not read the books
in detail but to get an overview of possible topics.

2.1.5.2.1 Table of Contents

The table of contents of a book outlines the major subject areas and enables
the reader to find under what headings a certain topic is discussed. Survey a
book’s table of contents to find an interesting topic.

The following is the table of contents of Modern Poetry & the Tradition by
Cleanth Brooks:

CONTENTS

A Retrospective Introduction vii

Preface XX viii
I Metaphor and the Tradition 1
I Wit and High Seriousness - 18
IlI.  Metaphysical Poetry and Propaganda Art 39
IV.  Symbolist Poetry and the Ivory Tower 54
V. The Modern Poet and the Tradition 69
VI.  Frost, MacLeish, and Auden 110
VII. The Waste Land: Critique of the Myth 136
VIII. Yeats; The Poet as Myth-Maker 173
IX. A Note on the Death of Elizabethan Tragedy 203
X. Notes for a Revised History of English Poetry 219

Selected Bibliography 245

Index 247

( Brooks xxxiii )
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If a student is interested in Yeats, he or she will find Chapter VIl “Yeats. The
Poet as Myth-Maker” useful. He or she may ignore the other chapters.

2.1.5.2.2 Index

Most academic publications in English include an index, which is usually
located at the end of a book. It lists alphabetically the book’s major contents,
topics, subtopics, ideas, places and names mentioned in the book. The page
numbers after the index entries tell where exactly to locate the listed items. It is
useful to discover specific topics.

The following is part of the index from Modern Poetry & the Tradition by
Cleanth Brooks. It lists individual items included in the book. For example, if you
want to know more about T.S. Eliot, you can turn to pages viii, xii, xvii-xviii,
xxi, xxii, xxxi, 3, 4, 5, 13 n,33, 50, 53, 58, 74, 176, 217 and so on for

details.
248 Index
“Coronacn” , 41 Ecclesiastes, 140-41, 161
Cowley, Abraham, 6, 52 “Eclogue,” 89-90
Crane, Hart, xxx, 10 “Ego Dominus Tuus,” 185-6
Crashaw, Richard, 26, 43 “Eighth Air Force,” xxv-xxvi
“Cupid and Campaspe,” 19-20 Einstein, Albert, 217

“Elegy on an Unfortunate Lady,” 223
“Dance of Death, The,” 126, 130, 133  Eliot, T. S, viii, xii, xiv, xvii-xviii, xxi,

Dante, 53 n.,143-4 149, 159, 164, 168, xxii, xxxi, 3, 4, 5, 13 n,33, 50,
170-71,201 53, 58, 74, 176, 217; on fancy and
“Dark Night Of,” xxiv-xxv imagination, 14; on school of Donne,
Darwin, Erasmus, 226 42; on belief, 48; his relation to
D’ Avenant, Sir William, 52, 205 Symbolists, 55; his obscurity, 65,
Davidson, Donald, xxx 167-72; on tradition, 70; dramatic
Day, John, 152 element in, 213
Day Lewis, Cecil, 132 Elizabethan, poets, 19, 20, 33, 34, 38,
Decline and Fall of the Romantic Ideal, 57, 156, 219, 233; taste, 27-8, 33,
The, 2 232; tragedy, 203, 210; satire, 230
“ Definition of Love, The,” 12, 45 Empson, William, xxxi; on Elizabethan
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“Demon and Beast,” 188

“Desdichado, El,” 164

Dickinson, Emily, 76 n.,241

Didacticism, 34, 46-7, 52, 170;
Sparrow, 66; in heroic drama, 207-
8; in Swift, 226;
Coleridge, 238

Divine Comedy, The, 53 n. , 1434, 156,
164, 171

Dobrée, Bonamy, 206, 209

Donne, John, x, xii, xiii, xvi, 11, 12,
13 0,14, 24, 26, 28, 34, 62, 216,
219, 221, 225, 227, 237; Dryden
on, 35, 209; Yeats on, 64; use of

logic, 66-7; dramatic element in his

in

in Keats and

lyrics, 213; form in, 231; school of,
39-40, 42, 74, 220, 241
“Dragon Country,” xxiv
Dryden, John, xvii, xxviii, xxix, 10,
11; influence of Hobbes on, 52, 208;
his reprehension of Donne, 35, 209;
210;
Shakespeare’s low matter, 213-14

on comic relief, on

“Eagle, The,” 103
Earle, Bishop John, 221
Eastman, Max, 2, 4, 59, 240

2.15.3 Periodical Indexes

subplot, 210-12; on Beggar’s Opera,
227-9; on Paradise Lost, 232

Endymion, 41

Engle, Paul, 72

English Pastoral Poetry, 210-12, 227-
9, 232

“Epistle to’ Edmund Wilson,” 103

“Epitaph on the Countess of Pembroke,”
220

Erskine, Albert Russel, xxxi

Escapism, 47, 54, 58, 61, 67, 174

Eschenbach, Wolfram von, 152

Essay on Man, The, 224

Etherege, Sir George, 204

“Expense of spirit in a waste of shame,
The,” 216 )

“Expostulation and Reply,”

( quoted ) 238

Ezekiel, 140

Faerie Queene, The, 171, 181

“Fall of Rome, The,” xxiii

Fancy, as distinguished from imagination,
5-7, 10-11, 13-14, 20

Fielging, Henry, 228

“For the Union Dead,” xxvi

{ Brooks 248)

Periodicals are published more frequently than books and encyclopaedias,
and they are capable in providing current information and opinions. Indexes to
periodicals categorize almost all periodical articles. The most famous of such
indexes include Readers Guide to Periodical Literature, Humanity Index, Social
Sciences Index, and MLA Bibliography. A brief look at the title and the key words

358



