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Heidi

Five-year-old Heidi has lost both
parents and must live with her
grandfather. No sooner does she
grow to love him and his beautiful
Swiss Alps when she must go far
away and live with strangers. There

she struggles with loneliness, while
learning important lessons about
hope and faith. The lessons serve her well when her friend comes to visit and

everyone’s lives are changed as a result.

Heidi was Johanna Spyri’s first book. It was first published in 1880 and
has since been enjoyed by generation after generation.

Now children’s story author Anne de Graaf has rewritten this delightful
story in simpler language, especially for today’s children. She replaces
outdated terms with more clearly understood phrases, while still capturing the
charm of the original Heidi.

This version also highlights the moral messages of a story about a little
girl and her loss and love and life. Here is a children’s classic taken from the
past made readable for the present.
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Up the Mountain

O

About a hundred years ago there lived a little girl named Heidi.

Heidi was five years old. Heidi had no parents. They were both
dead. So Heidi’s Aunt! Detie took care of her instead. But not really.?

Aunt Detie had found a good job in Germany, but she and Heidi
lived in a city in Switzerland®. So now Aunt Detie wanted to find
someone else who could take care of Heidi. Poor, little Heidi. She had
no mother and father. Now she had no home.

This is how it happened that Heidi had to follow Aunt Detie along
a mountain path, on their way to Heidi’s grandfather’s house. That

was where Aunt Detie wanted to leave* Heidi.

Heidi was so hot, she could hardly

TR
breathe. She wore two dresses, one on O terERLAR
top of the other’. This was so® Aunt b hett 4 B,
Detie didn’t have to carry the clothes. @

A friend of Aunt Detie walked a

@ ar
& —#HARmeys
short while with them. “Detie, they say g T b

Uncle is crazy” now. Are you sure @ X2EA

@ A7

you’re doing the right thing?” “I’m




sure.” Aunt Detie knew Heidi’s grandfather
wasn’t crazy. 1 #®5%
But he was angry. A long time ago he had
taken all the money his family gave him and spent it. Then his parents
died. He married and had a son. But then his wife died. When he had
asked people in the village to help him raise' his son, nobody would.
Tobias grew up and his father loved him very much.
Soon after Tobias married, though, he was building a house and a

huge piece of wood fell on him. Then he died, too. A few days after-



wards his wife died of a broken
heart!. Heidi’s grandfather was an-
gry that everyone he had ever loved
had left him and died.

When Tobias and his wife
died, they had left behind their little
baby, Heidi. That was when she
had gone to live with Aunt Detie.
Now Aunt Detie was bringing
Heidi back to a man who had

sworn? never to love again. He didn’t think it was worth the pain®.
Aunt Detie told her friend all this and her friend left shaking her
head®. Aunt Detie hurried up the slope’. After a little while she saw
that Heidi was no longer behind her.“Heidi!” When Aunt Detie found
her, she did not like what she saw. Heidi danced through a nearby

il

meadow® with hardly any clothes on!
1 Hemi
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She had found a new friend who was

the village goatherd’, a boy named Pe-

ter. Heidi had gone over to pet his

goats®,
When Heidi saw how cool and g“‘,gi -
' s 7 #1
comfy® Peter looked in his shorts'® and @ L%
bare feet, she had had an idea. She sat || QF 4Fm ey
down and pulled off her boots and 10 F ks

Al



socks',  then quickly unbuttoned both
dresses. Heidi waved her bare arms in the
air and danced off to play with Peter and
the goats.

“Heidi! ” AuntDetieshrieked? “Where
on earth are your clothes?” Heidi pointed
at the neat’ little pile farther down the
slope. “Oh, you are a naughty* little girl.
Peter,” the young woman pointed at the
boy. “Peter, you run down and get them for

”

me.” When she held up a coin, the boy

darted’ down the h111 and brought back the clothes as fast as he
could.

After another hour, the little
group came to a high pasture®
where three fir trees’ stood be-
hind a cabin®.

“There it is,” Aunt Detie said.

Heidi looked up and saw the

little house which seemed to perch’ k
right on top of the world. It was sur-
rounded" by green pastures, dot-
ted' by yellow and white flowers. A

little wooden bench stuck out? of




the side of the house. On that seat there was a man, smoking a pipe’.

His hair and beard and eyebrows? were a bushy® white.

Heidi ran ahead of Aunt D?tie and held out her
hand to the man. “Hello, Grandfather.”

“Hey, what’s that?” the old man
growled®, But he took her hand all
the same. “Good morning, Un-
cle,” Aunt Detie said. She as
well as everyone else in the
nearby village called the old
man Uncle. “I’ve brought you
Tobias’s daughter.” Aunt De-
tie felt very nervous®’. The
sooner she was rid of ® Heidi,
the better. “She’s come to stay
with you, Uncle. You haven’t
seen her for four years. 1’ve

done all I can for her and now




it’s your turn'.” The old man snapped back? ‘
1 #3047
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“My turn, is it? And when she starts to whine’
and cry for you, what am I supposed to do
then?”  “That’s your problem,” Aunt Detie
said. “You’re the child’s grandfather. If you — ,
can’t take care of her, then find someone else who can.” “Out of here!”
he stood up and shouted at her. ~ “Go back where you came from and
don’t come here again!” '

Aunt Detie turned to Heidi and said, “Goodbye then.” She fairly*
ran all the way back to the village.




{CHAPTER 2

"4

ol

At Gmdfathgr’ s
e

When Aunt Detie left, Grandfather sat back down onto the bench.
He puffed! great clouds of smoke from his pipe. Heidi watched him for
a few moments, then ran off to visit the
goats’ stall?, which was empty. Then she
ran through the fir trees and stopped to
listen to the wind singing through their
branches. Heidi raised? her arms and did
a little dance underneath* the great
branches.

Heidi went back to Grandfather :
then. “Please, Grandfather, may I see the

inside of the hut?”




The old man was not all that

A
¥y =3

S,

happy with the way things had turned 3

27 Bk
out'. He said roughly?, “All right.” & w7
Inside, Heidi saw one big rcom with & am
a ladder® that went up to a loft. After {535 LR
spending a few moments exploring’ &7 o
4P 4T E0mE

all four corners of the little cabin, §
Heidi asked, “Where is my bed, :
Grandfather?”

He grunted® at her and pointed

& KmAkEE
@ »
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up with his pipe. Heidi climbed up
the ladder then and discovered a
sweet smelling hayloft’. “Oh! I want g
to sleep up here, Grandfather. Look!”
her voice squealed® even higher.
“There’s even a little round window so I can see the stars at night.”
Heidi pulled and piled the hay into one mound”. At the head of
the haybed", she made a haypillow”. Her grandfather brought her a
heavy sheet® to tuck* around the hay. Now it could not tickle' her at
night. He also gave her a heavy sack of blankets's. “There, that will
keep you warm.” The bag of blankets was just like a giant pillow.
Heidi was so pleased with her new bed, she said, “I almost wish it
were time to go to sleep now.”

Grandfather grunted and said, “Don’t you think we should have

o



