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stor Amy!
Ready; Set; GO!! Conversational Warm-Up

Experiment: One of These Words Is Not like the Other!
Choose the word that does not fit and explain why.

1. medical assistant doctor farmer resident doctor nurse

2.toe eye mouth nose cheek

3. emergency room cafeteria intensive care unit delivery room operating room
4. heart lung brain foot liver

5. diabetes heart disease AIDS cancer lung

6. knee palm finger fingernail thumb

7.dog cat bird sheep cow

8 China America Vietnam Missouri Mexico

Interactive Listening

Cistening Task 1

Activityy! I
The words and phrases in the WORD BOX will appear in the following dialogue. Study the definitions so that
you will be able to read along with the recording.



TEACHER NOTE:  “An apple a day keeps the doctor
away!” is a common proverb.

At the end of this unit, your students
will be able to:

discuss doctors, health care issues,

E 2

and illnesses;
. diagnose illnesses and problems in

formal, informal, and casual situa-
tions;

» write dictations related to why peo-
ple are obese;

« debate the pros and cons of social-
ized medicine;

» define new words and idiomatic ex-

pressions related to the human body;
pronounce the “th” (/6/) sound clear-
ly and distinctly, as opposed to the
“s” (/s/) sound.

Experiment: One of These Words
Is Not like the Other!

: Divide the students into pairs.

» Instruct the students to read through the list of
words and decide which word does not fit with
the rest. Instruct the students to discuss with
their partner why this word doesn’t fit.

- When most of the students are finished, call on
individual students to share their answers with

the class.

“*" Reference Key

1. medical assistant doctor farmer resident doctor
nurse
Answer: Farmer. The rest are all jobs that

people have in a hospital. (A resident doctor isa
doctor that is assigned to a particular hospital and
doesn’t have a private practice).

2.toe eye mouth nose cheek

Answer:

Toe. The rest are all body parts that

are found on a person’s face.

3. emergency room cafeteria intensive care unit
delivery room operating room
Answer: Cafeteria. The rest are all areas in a
hospital where patients are treated. The “intensive
care unit” means the area of a hospital where very
sick patients are kept that need to be monitored
very closely.

4. heart

Answer:

lung brain leg liver

Leg. The rest are all organs found
inside the human body.

5. diabetes heart disease AIDS cancer blood
Answer: Blood. The rest are all diseases that
affect the human body. “AIDS” is an acronym for
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome.
severe disease that will eventually lead to death.

6.knee palm finger fingernail thumb

Answer: Knee.

Itis a

The rest are all parts of a
person’s hand.
7.dog cat bird
Answer: Bird. The rest are all land animals but

sheep cow

a bird live in the air.
8. China America Vietnam Missouri Mexico

Answer: Missouri. The rest are all countries

but Missouri is a state in the U.S.

Review the words and phrases in the WORD BOX with the
students before playing the audiotape.

Activity ‘
Step 1: Ask students to close their books and listen.

Suep 2: Ask students to listen and read along. Do not
stop the tape during this exercise.

Step 3: Ask students to write the missing words in the

blanks to complete the dialogue. Do not stop
the tape during this exercise.

2a
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WORD BOX

X-ray: a photograph taken using radiation to see bones inside the human body

vital signs: pulse rate, breathing rate, body temperature and blood pressure of the
human body

fracture: a break in bone

splint: a strip of rigid material used for holding a broken bone etc. when set

crutches: a staff that fits under the armpit to assist with walking. Crutches are usu-
ally used when one has a broken leg or broken foot

cast: arigid dressing that supports a broken bone

swelling: a term that describes how a body part will briefly expand once it has been
injured

Activity €

Directions: Listen to the following dialogue.

Step 1: Listen the first time for the words in the WORD BOX.

Step 2: During the second recording, listen and read along.

Step 3: The third time you hear the recording, write the missing words and phrases you hear in the
blank spaces provided to complete the dialogue.

Megan: I’ m really glad that my house. This
when we work together.

Jessica: I’m really enjoying it too! This is my whoa....  (Jessica comes crashing to the
floor off of the ladder.)

Megan: ?
Jessica: I think because it hurts really bad.
Megan: I’11 help you to your feet and take you to the so that they

can X-ray it and see if it’s broken.

(Musical interlude)

Triage nurse: ?

Jessica: I fell off of a ladder today and I think I broke my ankle.

Triage nurse: Let me take your vital signs and get from you.
Jessica: do you think it will be until the doctor can see me?




L An Apple a Day Keeps the Doctor Away!

Checking for Understanding

Write the cloze answers on the board or overhead transparency while students correct their own work. Then play the audio
version again so the students can read along and listen with a complete and correct dialogue. This reinforces the skills leamed
as well as the vocabulary and its use.

f »?‘;'Script and Key

Megan: I’m really glad that you came to help me paint my house. This is really fun to do when we work
together.

Jessica: I’ m really enjoying it too! This is my whoa.... (Jessica comes crashing to the floor off of the
ladder)

Megan: Are you okay?

Jessica: I think I broke my ankle because it hurts really bad.

Megan: I’11 help you to your feet and take you to the emergency room so that they can X-ray it and see if
it’s broken.

(Musical interlude)

Triage nurse: How can I help you today?

TEACHER NOTE: A triage nurse is a nurse that specializes in treatmg people in emergency
situations. They usually work in emergency rooms in hospitals. ‘

Jessica: I fell off of a ladder today and I think I broke my ankle.
Triage nurse: Let me take your vital signs and get some more information from you.
Jessica: How long do you think it will be until the doctor can see me?

Triage nurse: ~ Fortunately, it’s pretty quiet here. It won’t be too long. You can have a seat and you will be
called shortly.

- TEAGHER NOTE: “Quiet” in this context means “not busy”.

Jessica: Thank you.
(Musical interlude)

Dr. Ray: Hello! Can you tell me what brings you to the ER today, Jessica?.

TEAGHER NOTE: “ER” means “emergency room”. It is an abbreviation.

Jessica: I was painting earlier today and I fell off a ladder. I think I broke my ankle.
Dr Ray: Are you able to stand or walk on it?
Jessica: Not at all. It s too painful.

3a
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Triage nurse: Fortunately, it’s pretty quiet here. . You can have a seat
and you will be called shortly.

Jessica: Thank you.
(Musical interlude)

Dr. Ray: Hello! what brings you to the ER today, Jessica?

Jessica: I was painting earlier today and . I think I broke my ankle.

Dr Ray: Are you able to stand or walk on it?

Jessica: Not at all.

Dr. Ray: I’m going to exam your ankle now. (Short pause) at your X-rays.
[ see a fracture on your ankle. You were right. Your ankle .I’'m
going to get some more medical information from you and then I’ll get you into a
splint and give you some crutches.

Jessica: How long will I have to be on crutches, Dr. Ray?

Dr. Ray: 1’1l make sure that you get an appointment . She’ll put youin a
cast after the swelling goes down and

Jessica: Several weeks! It’11 be really difficult, . Thank you, doctor.

Activity Checking for Understanding
It is now time to check your answers with your teacher. After you have corrected your work with your
instructor, listen again to the dialogue as you read along with the completed and corrected exercise.

Activity Answering Questions
Answer the following questions regarding the dialogue above. Write down your answers in the space provided
and discuss them in class.

1. What was Jessica helping Megan do when she fell off of the ladder?
2. What did the triage nurse do for Jessica?
3. After he looked at the x-rays, what was Dr. Ray planning on doing next?

4. How do you think Jessica felt when she was told she would be in crutches and how do you know?



Unit1 An Apple a Day Keeps the Doctor Away!

Dr. Ray: I’ m going to exam your ankle now.  (Short pause) Let’s take a look at your X-rays. Iseea
fracture on your ankle. You were right. Your ankle is broken. I’m going to get some more
medical information from you and then I’1l get you into a splint and give you some crutches.

Jessica: How long will T have to be on crutches, Dr. Ray?

Dr. Ray: I’ 11 make sure that you get an appointment with your regular doctor. She’ll put you in a cast
after the swelling goes down and you’1l probably be on crutches for several weeks.

Jessica: Several weeks! It 11 be really difficult, but I’1l do my best. Thank you, doctor.

Activity {2} Answering Questions

This is a quick-check exercise with the entire class. Ask the students if there are any words or phrases that they need to have
explained, then ask the following questions. These questions will help you evaluate how well the students are listening and
understanding in context.

@,-,xff”‘&Reference Key
1. What was Jessica helping Megan do when she fell off of the ladder?
She was helping Megan paint.
2. What did the friage nurse do for Jessica?
She took her vital signs and some information.
3. After he looked at the x-rays, what was Dr. Ray planning on doing next?
Dr. Ray was going to get some more medical information from Jessica, put her in a splint and give her some
crutches.
4. How do you think Jessica felt when she was told she would be in crutches and how do you know?
She was surprised and unhappy about it because she said, “Several weeks!” It would be difficult for her but she
would do her best.

Listening Task ¢

Activite
Ask the students to answer the following questions as they listen to the dialogue.

'@;':‘fw"”}Script

Jessica:  Hi Megan!

Megan:  Hi Jessica! How is your ankle? You should be getting your cast removed pretty soon, right?

Jessica:  Thanks for asking. My ankle is doing well and I’'m getting the cast removed next week. I couldn’t
believe how much it cost for me to go the emergency room and then to my doctor’s office to put this
cast on!

Megan: I’msureit cost an arm and a leg!

Jessica:  I'm sure glad I have good insurance to pay for it. Why is the cost of health care so expensive in our
country?

Megan:  Oh, Ihave a lot of thoughts on that! I think that part of the problem is because we use insurance and
government programs to pay for our health-care expenses. If people have to pay only a little or nothing
at all, then it’s easy to abuse the system and go to the doctor for everything. Why bother trying
to live healthy when you can just go to the doctors and get free medicine!

4a
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Cistening Tosk 2

Directions: Listen as the dialogue continues. As you listen, answer the following questions.
1. When is Jessica getting her cast removed?

2. How much did Megan think Jessica’s doctor’s visits cost?

3. Why do doctors have to charge a high price?

4. What are some of the reasons that Megan say are the cause of high health care costs?
5. Why does Megan think patients are greedy?

Activity

Directions: Listen to the dialogue again for the meanings of the words and phrases as they are used in
the dialogue. Write down your explanations on the lines that appear after each word or phrase below.

to cost an arm and a leg:

technology:

skyrocketing costs:

profit:

malpractice:

Activity In Your Opinion

1. Many Americans are upset about the skyrocketing costs of health care in their country. Do you
think that the cost of health care is too expensive in your country? Why or why not?

2. When is it acceptable to sue a doctor for malpractice? When is it unacceptable?



