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Chapter One

A Brief Introduction to

iBT TOEFL Reading
HEERRERE{N

— .Overview 2 %

The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) is an examination used to evaluate a nonnative
English speaker’s proficiency in the English language. Many North American colleges and universities, as
well as a large number of institutions, agencies, and programs, ask for official TOEFL score reports.
TOEFL score is also an important criterion when considering whether a foreign student is eligible to apply
for scholarships. Meanwhile, US embassy in China will refer to your TOEFL score when he or she makes
the decision whether to satisfy your visa application. Therefore, TOEFL is the first step that you must take
if you wish to study in the United States of America.

Pt RENAFXERERBFTARITRRELG —AL K, RELEHKFAAK S
MM BB ERERT T ARG, KBRGLRAG - BFARTH IR I H LS4
HEZHFE RN, £BRTRARBARTRAELNEESH FBERGLLHEREAR, B
AR, REBELBFT LBAXEHE T,

TOEFL test has undergone a series of changes. Before 1988, TOEFL test centered on knowledge and
language sub-skills. For example, the test measured how students knew facts about the language, their
vocabulary as well as their grammar knowledge. The test then belonged to discrete-point test for each item
tested something very specific such as an idiom in a vocabulary test. The test did not show how well
students could use the language in actual exchanging ideas and information. In the year of 1998, ETS
(Educational Testing Service) introduced a new kind of TOEFL test. That is computer-based test (CBT).
This test contained items which were designed to directly elicit the students abilities and skills in using the
language. It is a pity that CBT was not introduced in mainland China. Instead we used the old TOEFL test
format, that is paper and pencil-based test (PBT). In September 2005, the TOEFL Internet-based test
(iBT) came into being. It was first used in the US and Canada. Then in August 2006, it was intro-
duced to China. The iBT TOEFL test is a totally new version of the TOEFL test. It is an internet-based
test delivered in secure testing centers around the world. The new TOEFL test has the following charac-
teristics:

HAEREREERLEAT — RN K4, 1988 37, #BH KR EL KRBT LEH
G, WA, F XL BFAGETHRA AL EARE L RGTE, LG LBFAERE—
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Ao B HBIRE X, QLIRS I EFM—H Lk, FLLE, R ediedE XHF xR
BRFRMT R AEGEREBRAXE S, 3T 1998 5 ,ETS e th —Fr#res g F Xk %, A
AMK (CBT), ZIAH XA OGRS HMAARG THRFATETHEERANPBITAHAR
iteg, %K, CBT &b A B XG4 09 #2 — AN, BT, AR R AN R E &AW e84 K
X,PPLK 2005 59 A ATERMOGBEL XRARLE, ALB R LXT, IHFLHK
AR THAAE R — A S AL, EHELMK T A RS2 B R, AHHDIH
ERAATH L I

1. Tt can measure students’ ability to communicate successfully in an academic setting. The new test
will better measure what colleges and universities need to know: a prospective student’s ability to use
English in an academic setting. The new Speaking section evaluatés a person’s ability to use spoken
English, and the new integrated Writing evaluates a person’s ability to combine and communicate about
information from more than one source.

CHRAFRAFAGARLRAGEEL LGRS, IFHPRBEEFHANBRETH
RNAEG Sl —AFELEFRARREPHEEAREGRA, 2O 0ERTRLBHOETE
FAMHOFEARN, BAGSEERSARFLAZEARABELAE

2. It reflects how language is really used. The new integrated tasks that combine more than one skill
are designed to reflect how people really use language. By preparing for the new TOEFL test, you will be
building the skills you need to use language in an academic setting and communicate with confidence.

EHBTRARRAEHERANE TGRS, £HGCOMA LR T EORE, CLHRBRA
REAEHEABTRHCRIT G, ENHEBOELIRF LR EHTREF AR TRAE
THHET, A ERABR BRGNS,

3. It can keep up with the best practices in language learning and teaching. In the past, language
learning focused on learning about the language (especially grammar), and students would receive high
scores on tests without having the ability to communicate. Now teachers and students understand the im-
portance of learning to use English to communicate, and activities that focus on communication and in-
tegrating skills are very popular in many English language programs.

EHBEREETEIARFERGOSET F Rt AR X, BT FINECETHETY
FF(LARBER), FETLTAERFETABRIGHATHARZOSK ALELRFFE
AT ARE F T T AR BA B ERM, MZARAERSHBFTH AP, BAXARSR
A A E 8 B LA RARAT |

The iBT TOEFL test consists of four sections: Reading, Listening, Speaking, and Writing. All
sections are taken on the same day, and the entire test is about four hours long. The test is not computer —
adaptive. Each test taker receives the same range of questions. Instructions for answering questions are
given within each section. There is no computer tutorial.

The following chart shows the range of questions and the timing for each section. The time limit for
each section varies according to the number of questions. '

AL XL AIEPARSY: Bk, Fh, BB, BASSRAR —XTAR,F AR
L3 KA AN, REHENESRE R, HFAEARFHGFAERETRA LR XT
M AR L ARG, RAARE AT A R,

THL P MG E AR SRS R E, A5 0 H R 2RBFEGHER L,



iBT TOEFL Reading Breakthrough

Test Section

Number of Questions

Timing

Reading 3 -5 passages, 12 - 14 questions each 60 — 100 minutes
Listening 4 — 6 lectures, 6 questions each 60 - 90 minutes
2 — 3 conversations, 5 questions each 5 minutes
Break 5
Speaking 6 tasks; 2 independent and 4 integrated 20 minutes
Writing 1 integrated task 20 minutes
1 independent task 30 minutes
43 L W it 7]
)E 3-SHXE BF 12-14H8 60 ~ 100 434
_6 A3 A3
795} 5 4rep
sy 6 2 EMBA 4 HESHE 20 45 4h
Bt I REARE | BALEHEE 20 3%k 30 5Bt
The iBT TOEFL Score Scale
Listening 0-30
Reading 0-30
Speaking 0-30
Writing 0-30
Total Score 0-120
The total score is the sum of the four skill scares.
FEELWS
i/} 0-30
b ik 0-30
o E 0-30
B4 0-30
45 0-120

%5 & v R R G AR AR b

ZHREREER

The first section of the TOEFL iBT tests your ability to read and answer questions about passages

(readings). It contains three passages, and each passage is followed by twelve to fourteen questions for a

total of thirty-nine questions. The passages are generally from 600 to 700 words long. You have sixty

minutes to finish this section.

Skills that are tested in this section include the abilities to

A. scan for details

B. use context clues to understand the meaning of vocabulary

. draw inferences

C
D. recognize coherence
E

. understand how the author explains certain points
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F. understand why the author uses certain examples or mentions certain details
G. recognize restatements (paraphrases) and sentence simplifications

H. distinguish between important ideas and minor ones

I. analyze and categorize information in order to complete summaries and charts

You can skip answers and come back to them later. You can come back and change your answers at

any time during the Reading testing period. If you want, you can take notes about the passages while you

are reading.

AR WA X F —H Rk, XN R AR L E DL EMA S, Gk XEA
EZRXF BEIXFLEA 2 -4 ANFH,EHH 39 AFIM, &5 Wik L F609%E £ 600 - 700 392
M), P8 KA A 60 94,

Aoy XA A BikH k4 T .

A MEXFFR@T G,

B, A\ L F XA L E B,

C. #E#AH,

D, #ikE o987,

E. ZMAFMERREN TR,

F. 2L E6 3R L emF G RENES,
G. HAREER kfea TRILENES,

H E5 22 REBAEGED,

I. W £ EABHEGRS,

AETAHFHZE X —EM, G X AR FELTUAEL XP O ERER, wREE F4
TR R L F-BRER,

e

= .

The Ifg@stsages

The passages are very similar to the type of material that you would find in an introductory under-

graduate university textbook.

The passages cover a wide range of topics, but in general can be classified as follows:

1.

Science and technology, including astronomy, geology, chemistry, mathematics, physics, biol-

ogy, medicine, and engineering.

. History, government, geography, and culture.
. An, including literature, painiing, sculpture, dance, drama, and architecture.

2
3
4,
5

Social science, including anthropology, economics, psychology, urban studies, and sociology.

. Biography and autobiography.

Some passages might be classified in more than one way. For example, a biography might be about

the life of a historical figure, an artist, or a scientist.

Most of the context for the readings is North American (U. S. or sometimes Canadian) . However,

you may also see some international contexts, especially from English-speaking countries such as the U-

4



iBT TOEFL Reading Breakthrough

iy
nited Kingdom, Australia, and New Zealand.

The passages are mainly expository. In other words, they explain something. However, some pas-
sages may be narrative (telling the story of an event or a person) or persuasive (arguing in favor of or a-
gainst some point or issue). Passages may employ various patterns of organization and development: cause
and effect, comparison and contrast, definition, classification, and analysis.

The vocabulary used in the Reading Section is sophisticated but not unrealistically difficult. Some
specialized vocabulary is glossed in other words, it is marked with a blue underline, and you can get a
definition by clicking on the word or phrase. If there are words that you don’t know that are not glossed,
sometimes you can guess the meaning from the context of the sentence. And remember that it is not
necessary to understand every word in the passage in order to answer the questions correctly.

P

HIAENECERRDREE K P —FHRAXERA 5, M EEH S 2,288
AW, TAFARTER:

1. £, ORI R IAF REHE AH EFR LY,

2, 55 R HAY e F 2 A

3. LRE, X F 45 MR S LA ER,

4, AL, QRALE BFF CEF RTALILLF,

5. fhiad B4,

AEXFTHRETAAARAEYGMM, o, —BHRGIFLTRSHIN-AH LA
W —BERER A ERS—4,

XKEHMBEERILFHAATLEREREAL, 22, ALIXFAABRE, HAALAREE
K, #wixB XA B L,

MiEXFEXERETHAL RAOETZX, EMELRAARME—LEY (28 FEXFTHE
RRIL—HE—MAERE —HFRARL—RAIALTEAIARE, BELFREAREAH
MRAP RF ik BRE shk Uk o £k oHk,

LR R P R AN LEE THENL, 2FERGLSARM, FLEELBEALTHAF E, R
SR EFEA, CEARS B ANGENL, o RA L RMBRAR, TREL Wik BT LH 894
Lo HitE, ZEABEFAM A~ EEMIXFLTHE~ANEFHEL,

1. Multiple-Choice Questions % 7 & 458
Most of the questions in the Reading Section are multiple-choice questions. There are eight main

types as shown in the following chart.

KEHAEME S TRAFM, FANES LB, KA TR
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Standard Multiple-Choice Reading Questions

Factual  questions | These ask you to locate and identify spe- | According to the information in paragraph| 7 to 10
(detail questions) |cific information in the passage. , where did... According to the items
passage, why did ... Which of the following
is true, according to the author?
Negative factual | These ask which of the answer choices is| According to the information in paragraph| 1 to 4
questions not true, according to information in the , which of the following is NOT... items
passage, or is not mentioned in the pas- (The author mentions all of the following in
sage. the passage EXCEPT ...
Vocabulary  ques- | These ask you to identify the meaning of a| The word / phrase in the passage means... [ 6 to 10
tions word or phrase used in the passage. items
Inference questions | These ask you to draw conclusions based | From the information in paragraph ,it[ 3t 6
on information in the passage. can be inferred that. . . In paragraph , items
the author suggests that. . .
Questions about the | These ask you why the author uses a cer- | Why does the author mention in para- 2103
author’ s purpose  |tain word, detail, or example in a pas- |graph ____ ? Why does the author give items
sage. details about ?
Questions about the | These ask you to describe how the author | How does the author explain the concept of | 2 to 3
author’ s methods | explains or accomplishes something in the in paragraph ? items
passage.
Questions about the | These ask you how the author feels about a| What is the author’ s opinion of _? Which of| 1 to 2
author’s attitude certain issue, idea, or person that is|the following most accurately reflects the items
mentioned in the passage. author’ s opinion of ?
Sentence  restate- | These ask which choice best restates and | Which of the following sentences best ex- 2103
ment/  simplifica- | summarizes the information in a sentence | presses the essential information in the sen- items
tion questions from the passage. tence below? (Incorrect answer choices miss
important information or change the meaning
of the riginal sentence in an imporiant way. )
Reference questions | These ask what word a pronoun or other | The word in the passage refers to. . . 304
reference word refers to. items
R S TUEFE IR E
LK BERBEMFAXEATAY, BRIBERXBRAE HH--? 78 10 78
(40 48) : WECE, a2
MEEE U THANREHRK?
HEEFETE | ERAMERHERARXEPRR | REXBANE, UTHEMER? UTHIREFR | 13 410E
BMABTRT WY& REB?
WILE BRBAXEPRIASREERR|XER BESEENERE - 6 % 10 &
1@ Q
78 8% ER M, B, WFEB AR LA &5 3Z6NE
ERBS AEHEHFR
& BERASEEFEARENRE., @Y | AP AEEERBRTRE- ? 23318
HAFHEN. VR Ty MIEy L --e e NE: e
i3] BERABHEERBREREFNT (EEE - B rp R i R I E? 28348
&ﬂ
HHEME ERHGEESEBRNSE. fEZA - ? 18 244
ATFEA R TAEH NS ?
REE ERHBELEXBEABENATF. (UTFTHB MOTRIGHXENEENE? (FRE| 28348
. BEFSBAREEFAINERDEL. )
#/IRE R AR R B FEEARR 3R 440
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Other Reading Questions

The last two questions in each set of questions have special directions.

Sentence Addition Questions

The second-to-last question in each set of questions will generally be a sentence addition question.
This type of question gives you a sentence that is not in the passage and asks you to put it into the passage.
Four black squares appear between sentences of the paragraph. You must click on one of these squares to
put the new sentence into the correct place in the paragraph.

Complete-the-Summary and Complete-the-Chart Questions

The last question in each set of readings will be either a complete-the-summary or a com-
plete-the-chart question. Complete-the-summary questions are worth two points and complete-the-chart
questions are worth three or four points. (All the other questions in the Reading Section are worth only one
point. ) You can get partial credit if you answer some parts of these questions correctly.

For complete-the-summary questions you are given six answer choices and you must choose three of
these to create a summary of the passage. Incorrect choices are only minor ideas or they are not mentioned
in the passage.

For complete-the-chart questions, you are given a number of answer choices and you must put them in
the proper category in a chart. The answer choices will be some important characteristic or example, and
the categories will be major concepts described in the passage. You have to decide which of the answer
choices is related to which category and place it in the correct place in the chart. Some of these questions
have six possible answers and five blanks in the chart. These are worth three points. Some questions have
nine possible answers and seven blanks in the chart, and these are worth four points.

2. }HEREFM

4 Vi X A 0 )G R ARV B T B O R 4

AIEANLAA

FEWE RN BHE A K BRABALAM, XEPEAEBE— AL FPEABAY
OF, BXRECHBAXETRSENF , EXEFFTLRADNAET R, BRREEAF—AR
F 3 JEH G THANBLFE T ERGMT,

B g &3 Ao R M

BEMRZHBA RS N KM BAREREIRAME, BERRMHEH 2 5, RS
EA3-45(AERSAENHESMEAA 1 D). PRERETHRS AL, ARF—HF2oH,

EEM— R ANRT, R FBBEIALA, LPRAREARANEAGLE, EALERXR
AL PHEIENEFEEHIHEE,

HAMBR—LER, ERXF L CNAEABLLENLE  BFA—RAXFTEREHT X
B, RAAXFTHREEEOBAE, BRELLEAAHRILAGARE > RBMABA X, RERAN
AT ERGLE, ZEFHMAT—BRA AN RANS TG, SMEH I HERBATH I AN
Bt T REO, 58K 45,







Chapter Two,

Basic Skills Needed

for iBT TOEFL Reading
MREEARE BRGNS

&#
Passages for Building
Your Basic Reading Skills

This section is designed to measure your ability to read and understand short passages similar in topic
and style to those that students are likely to encounter in North American universities and colleges. This
section contains reading passages and questions about the passages. By reading these passages and an-
swering the questions that follow each passage, students are expected to make steady progress and build up
their basic reading skills at the same time. This is essential for them to lay a solid foundation and make a
necessary preparation when they come to the more complicated passages and rather challenging academic
iBT TOEFL reading questions.

Directions: In this section you will read S0 passages. Each passage is followed by a number of
questions about it. You are to choose the one best answer, A, B, C, or D to each question. Then on your
answer sheet, find the number of the question and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the
answer you have chosen.

Answer all questions about the information in a passage on the basis of what is stated or implied in
that passage.

R RARARINGE LGN RIFANEFMO AR, ZXELFHAZFRSESLE
KERBRGBEMEAR—H X5 AL FAIFEHAM, B HRXLEXFHIEXF
GHF M, FEXARETRENERE, #—FTENEHE, RAZIH, T TUAHLTREOE
B ARER A A A REREGEBRE ZREIETRTFAS N AEE,

AR OS50 BARLE, FEIFTEA—LRE, FAFEE 4 LA, EXE LR B R4
ERRGELHATRABGENE, FAE HARMHERLAARL AL, FEMELE,

Read the following passage:

The railroad was not the first institution to impose regularity on society, or to draw aitention to the

importance of precise timekeeping. For as long as merchants have set out their wares at daybreak and

9
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communal festivities have been celebrated, people have been in rough agreement with their neighbors as to
the time of day. The value of this tradition is today more apparent than ever. Were it not for “public
acceptance of a single yardstick of time, social life would be unbearably chaotic: the massive daily
transfers of goods, services, and information would proceed in fits and starts; the very fabric of modern
society would begin to unravel.
Eammple 1
What is the main idea of the passage?
A. In modern society we must make more time for our neighbors.
B. The traditions of society are timeless.
C. An accepted way of measuring time is essential for the smooth functioning of society.
D. Society judges people by the times at which they conduct certain activities.
The main idea of the passage is that societies need to agree about how time is measured in order to
function smoothly. Therefore, you should choose answer C.
Sample Answer: A B H D
Example 11
In line 4, the phrase “this tradition” refers to
A. the practice of starting the business day at dawn
B. friendly relations between neighbors
C. the railroad’s reliance on time schedules
D. people’s agreement on the measurement of time
The phrase “this tradition” refers to the preceding clause, “people have been in rough agreement with
their neighbors as to the time of day. " Therefore, you should choose answer D.
Sample Answer: A B C B

Now begin work on the questions.

Passage 1

Even the fariest and most impartial newspaper is a medium of propaganda. Every daily newspaper has
an editorial page. Here opinion is expressed on events and personalities in the news. But editorial
judgement is so persuasively presented that many people accept these opinions as facts. Good journalists
uphold a code of ethics which distinguishes between news and editorial opinion. This code holds that in
an editorial column the publisher is entitled to advocate any cause he chooses. It is understood that there
he is speaking as a partisan and may express any view he desires. Because a modern newspaper is so
expensive to produce and so costly to establish, newspapers have increasingly become big businesy orga-
nizations. Although there are exceptions, these large newspapers tend to reflect the views of their owners
in their editorial on economic and political matters. In the news columns, however, the complete and
unbiased facts should be reported. The better metropolitan newspapers and the great press associations

usually can be relied on to keep their news impartial. But the less ethical publications often deliberately

10
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£ .
color” the news to favor or oppose certain groups or movements.

1. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. Every newspaper is a tool of propaganda.
B. Editorial page is important for daily newspapers only.
C. The news column is not interesting for readers.
D. Good journalists are welcomed.
2. The author states that no modern newspaper
A. is controulled by big business interests
B. separates fact and opinion
C. operates according to a code of ethics
D. is free of propaganda
3. According to the passage all daily newspagers
A. are operated by an unbiased publisher
B. are supported by a big business organization
C. have an editorial page
D. follow a code of ethics
4. The words “these opinions” in line 3 referto
A. opinions given by readers
B. opinions given by editors
C. opinions written by publishers
D. opinions written by good journalists
5. According to the journalistic code of ethics, a newspaper must
A. accept only responsible advertisers
B. separate editorials from news
C. interpret news according to its editorial viewpoint
D. determine what the reader should know about the news
6. The word uphold in line 4 is closest in meaning to
A. believe
B. support
C. like
D. accept
7. The word code in line 4 could best be replaced by which of the foliowing?
A. sign.
B. circle.
C. rule.
. D. theory.
8. According to the passage, a newspaper publisher may use the editorial page to support

1"
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A. only the cause which is most popular
B. any cause supported by the advertisers
C. any cause he believes in
D. only the cause of the owners
9. The word partisan in line 6 is closest in meaning to
A. publisher
B. businessman
C. advertiser
D. supporter of a party
10. Newspapers have entered the category of large business organizations because of
A. their influence on the reading public
B. their reports of stock market activity
C. the millions of papers sold daily
D. the tremendous costs of production
11. When only one side of the news is regularly presented in a newspaper, the reader may
assume that the
A. paper is a member of a large press association
B. paper’s ethical standards are suspect
C. paper is in financial trouble
D. paper upholds a journalistic code of ethics
12. The word coler in line 12 most nearly means
A. dye
B. tint
C. describe
D. distort

When Christopher Columbus landed in America’s shores, he encountered copper-skinned people
whom he promptly called “Indians”. Mistaken in his geography, he believed he had reached India. Cur-
rent estimates indicate that there were over a million Indians inhabiting North America then. There are
approximately 800, 000 Indians today, of whom about 250, 000 live on reservations.

The early settlers had an amicable relationship with Indians, who shared their knowledge of hunting,
fishing, and farming with their uninvited guests. The stereotyped cunning, evil Indian of Western movies
was created by callous, treacherous white men; the Indian was born friendly.

Conflict developed between the Indians and the settlers, whose encroachment on Indian lands brought
an era of turbulence. As early as 1745, Indian tribes joined to drive the French off their Land. The
French and Indian War did not end until 1763. The Indians had succeeded in destroying many of the



