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ANALYSIS

This text is an inspiring speech made by Winston Churchill, Great Britain’s ex-Prime Minister
and famous orator, when he visited Harrow School on October 29, 1941. The whole speech can
be divided into three parts. Part | (Paragraph 1) is the opening remarks in which Churchill sum-
marized the great events that had happened in the world with Great Britain in particular and then
talked about the purpose of his visit — to encourage the whole nation to fight against the Nazis.
Part [I (Paragraphs 2-5) is the body of the speech in which he analyzed the world situation and
how other countries looked at Britain and then called on the British people not to give in. Part IIl
(Paragraphs 6-8) is the closing remarks in which, by changing a word in the additional verse of
the school song, he expressed his conviction that this nation was determined to fight for the victory
of this great war.

Paragraph

1

In this paragraph, Churchill reviewed the great events that had happened in the world, partic-
ularly in Great Britain. Then he led the audience to the intention of this visit — to encourage the
British people to keep on fighting against the Fascists.

The following questions may be asked:
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1) What was Churchill’s intention of singing some of their songs?

At the initial stage of the Second World War, Great Britain was fighting in isolation against
Nazi Fascists. Some British people doubted whether their nation could win the war with their own
efforts. Churchill wanted to convey the conviction of the government to the British people through
these songs and encourage them not to give in.

2) Why did Churchill use ill-favoured words such as ups and downs and misfortunes when

talking about the menace of the enemy?

Because he wanted to inspire patriotic spirit in the people, encourage them to face the diffi-
cult situation and fight bravely against the Nazis.

1. ups and downs % a mixture of good things and bad things
The organization has experienced its ups and downs since it was founded in 1999.
Sitting beside the window, he recalled the ups and downs of his parenthood.

2. the very great improvement =% the better armament of the British forces and assistance from
the United States. At the beginning of the Battle of Britain initiated by Germany on July 10,
1940, especially after the blitz of London, British military forces were poorly armed. Then
they obtained military aids from the United States and improved their armament. In addition,
Britain was no longer alone in the war. In 1941, the United States began to involve itself in
the war. On 7 July 1941, American troops joined British troops in the occupation of Iceland.
August 9-13, 1941, U. S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill met at Placentia Bay, off the coast of Newfoundland, and signed the Atlantic Char-
ter, a document outlining the Allied war aims.

3. position §=F" situation at a particular time

It is time those companies revealed more about their financial position.
Their soccer team is going to be in a very difficult position if nothing particular shows up.

4. the unmeasured menace of the enemy g the immense or incalculable threat or danger of the
enemy attack

5. ... you are beginning to feel impatient that there has been this long lull ... g ... you are be-
ginning to be anxious because there has been no progress of the war in such a long quiet period

Paragraphs

2~-5

In this part, Churchill concentrated on the purpose of his speech, i. e. to inspire the people
all over the country, men and women, old and young, to maintain the relentless spirit of this na-
tion and to fight for the final victory of this great war.

Questions to be considered :
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1) What did Churchill mean by saying “we must learn to be equally good at what is short

and sharp and what is long and tough” ?

By saying this he meant to make the British people fully aware that they should not only be
able to fight and win short and quick battles but also be ready to fight and win hard and enduring
wars.

2) Why did Churchill quote Kipling as saying “treat those two impostors just the same” ?

Because he tried to enlighten the British people from another perspective by implying that
they should treat triumphs and disasters of the war in the same way. Sometimes triumphs were just
overt phenomena, which could mislead people to a wrong conception. And disasters were not as
frightening as they seemed to be, and we should not feel discouraged. The massive air force of
Nazi Fascists was strong in appearance, but it could be defeated sooner or later.

3) What lesson had they learnt?

The lesson learnt throughout the past ten months was that when facing great difficulties, one
should never give in. With the reasonable combination of imagination and courage, the British
people could overcome any kind of difficulties and smash any attack of the mighty enemy.

4) Why did Churchill say the mood was different?

Because ten months ago, Hitler’s air forces struck Britain and the whole nation was thrown
into disorder and unease. Many other nations thought that this nation would be conquered soon just
as what had happened to France. But when they gathered in the same school ten months later,
they had accumulated, in addition to better armament, sufficient strength and confidence to fight
against the Nazi troops.

LANGUAGE WORK

6. what is short and sharp and what is long and tough g difficulties and hardships of any kind,
imminent or distant, temporary or long-lasting
7. noble chance of war @z impressive opportunities of war
8. throwing our minds back to our meeting here ten months ago % recollecting our meeting at
Harrow School ten months ago
Please throw your mind back to 1945, when people all over the world were engaged in a
great and cruel war against the Fascists.

9. ... appearances are often very deceptive ... g2 ... surface phenomena tend to be misleading

10. meet with g experience ; undergo
Attempts to find civilian volunteers have met with embarrassing failure.
Efforts to put the Russian space programme into market have met with little success.

11. ... imagination makes things out far worse ... =% ... what one imagines tends to be worse
than reality ...

make out & see or understand
12. pray to be given that extra courage to carry this far-reaching imagination g% wish to be

equipped with excessive courage to accomplish or realize this effective and influential blue-
print



Unit 1

An Integrated English Course (4) Teacher’s Book

13.  convictions of honour and good sense g strong beliefs in honour and good judgement of du-
ty and justice
14. never yield to the apparently overwhelming might of the enemy = never give in or surren-
der to the seemingly strong enemy
15. ... our account was closed ... =& ... we were completely defeated by enemy troops ...
16. Very different is the mood today. g% How other nations view Britain and how the British
people think and feel about the war is quite different today from ten months ago.
17. Britain ... had drawn a sponge across her slate. Britain ... was completely wiped out.
18. ... our country stood in the gap. @#" ... our country shouldered the responsibility in isola-
tion.
At the critical moment of world economic recession, a powerful government is needed to
stand in the gap.

19. ... we have only to persevere to conquer. =& ... we have no choice but to hold on until vic-
tory comes.
Paragraphs

6-8

In this concluding part, Churchill reiterated his inspirations by changing a word in a verse of
a traditional song.

The following question could be asked :

Why did Churchill replace the word “darker” with “ sterner” ?

Because he had a strong conviction of victory. The word “darker” carries a pessimistic tone,
for it indicates “a period of unpleasant and frightening time” and implies hopelessness in a difficult
period. But the word “sterner” , although it has the identical referent, suggests the bright side of
the situation and shows Churchill’s optimistic view. By changing the word, Churchill wanted to
convey to the British people the message that although there were still great difficulties ahead,
Great Britain would prevail in the end.

L LANGUAGE WORK

20. that extra verse written in my honour g the verse that is added to a school song in my hon-
our. The verse is: '
Not less we praise in darker days
The leader of our nation
And Churchill’s name shall win acclaim
From each new generation
For you have power in danger’s hour
Our freedom to defend, Sir! -
Though long the fight we know that right
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Will triumph in the end, Sir!
21. each of us according to our stations %" each of us according to our social positions

k EY TO EXERCISES

I. Decide which of the following best states the speaker’s purpose.
B.

II. Judge, according to the text, whether the following statements are true or false.

1. T. Refer to the last sentence of the first paragraph.

2. T. Refer to the second paragraph.

3. F. Refer to Paragraphs 4. Imaginative people sometimes are pessimistic, as they see
things far worse than they are and foresee more dangers than there will be.

4. F. Refer to Paragraph 5. At the beginning of the German continual, intense air raids,
many nations thought that Britain was finished. But to their surprise, Britain stood
the ordeal and this miracle changed the view of those nations.

III. Answer the following questions.

1. Because he understands that the war is long and tough. it is not to end in months but in
years. He tells the people there that however long the war lasts, the final victory belongs
to Britain. But at the same time he makes it clear that not every day is an opportunity to
take action: they have yet to wait and persevere.

2. For one thing when Britain came under the heavy air attacks by Germany , many other na-
tions thought that Britain was finished. As the country stood the ordeal to their great sur-
prise, those nations changed their view. For another, people now start to see the hope of
the final victory as long as they persevere to the end, as opposed to their pessimistic
mood in the past as evidenced by the term “darker days” in a school song and by the
author’s suppression of his desire to change it.

3. Because the author has a strong conviction of victory. The two terms have different impli-
cations. When used in the text to refer to the days of war, “darker days” emphasizes the
dark/negative side of the event and shows the user’s pessimism. “Sterner days” , though
identical in its reference, suggests the bright side and shows the user’s optimism.

IV. Explain in your own words the following sentences taken from the text.

1. ... Britain has been in too long a period of stillness without taking any particular action
against the enemy !

2. ... we are sure to experience both Triumph and Disaster, and we must treat them as the

o5 .



