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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

The twin clichés, “population explosion” and “information explosion”, succinctly
point up complaints shared by the linguistic profession with other scientific disciplines
as well as, increasingly, with the humanities. It is not always appreciated, however,
that the two “explosions” are coupled in a dialectic relationship: the more linguists are
trained, the more research is produced and therefore the more of its results will be
published; on the other hand, the more information is available, the more specialists
will be required to process pertinent portions of the total output. Given the limitations
of time — his scarcest resource — every linguist must reach a compromise between
two alternatives: he can, in varying degree, yield to the pressure to spend more and
more time reading and thus have less and less time left over for creative work; or, by
lowering his standards of “keeping up”, he can narrow the scope of his activities and
thus risk being inadequately informed.

The most frequently suggested solution to this dilemma calls for the establishment
of some sort of abstracting service. The arguments for such a service (cf. T.J. Condon,
“Abstracting scholarly literature: a view from the sixties”, ACLS Newsletter 18.1-14
[1967]) are usually based on the mirage that unwanted information can be rejected
with confidence by reading about it in some abstract form. Reading abstracts is, in
fact, not only unreliable but also extremely boring, and there is good evidence to
indicate that it actually takes less time to skim a paper than to read an abstract of it
and, if the paper is judged relevant, to then get to the original without delay.

By striking a workable balance between relevance and coverage, the Current Trends
in Linguistics series attempts to provide linguists with quite another solution to the
problem: dependence on a human network, the most essential ingredient of which is
good judgment. Our series is meant to function as a kind of “invisible college”, in
which the readers are invited to participate in a manner depicted in an insightful
editorial by P.H. Abelson: “Outside their own specialties they rely on colleagues they
can trust to lead them to experts who can be trusted, who in turn either directly
provide the needed information or guide them to the most reliable relevant literature.
.. Reliance on this human network provides more than raw information. It provides
judgment, and suggestions of more feasible approaches to the problem being con-
sidered. In view of the many strengths of this information network, computer
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technology has far to go to match it in effectiveness and especially in cost” (Science
159:3815 [1968)).

The articles in this series are assigned to the best available scholar for any given
subject, as determined by the Editorial Board for that volume. Trustworthiness of
treatment is thus assured. Each paper is a highly individualistic contribution, hope-
fully interesting in itself. Guided by the table of contents, the indexes, and the
extensive bibliographic controls, the reader is invited to maximize for himself the
product of relevance and coverage, which is quality. Naturally, the quality inherent
in the various volumes and, within them, the various articles, will inevitably reflect
the state of linguistic sophistication in each region and in each subdiscipline as repre-
sented in the part of the world under scrutiny. The purpose is not to improve on
reality but to represent this as it exists in a given place at a given time, and — to
repeat — to do so as reliably and interestingly as possible under very differing
circumstances.

The first volume in this series appeared in 1963. Shifts in editorial policy were
stated and the reasons for them discussed in my Introduction to Vol. II; they apply,
mutatis mutandis, to this fourth volume as well. There has also been, in the meantime,
a change in the source of financial support: whereas Vols. I-III were sponsored, with
three successive grants, by the National Science Foundation, the preparation of this
volume and of Vols. V and VI was made possible by three successive contracts
between the United States Office of Education and the Indiana University Foundation.
The contract for Vol. IV bore the identification USOE OEC 5-14-017. I hereby
gratefully acknowledge this indispensable aid.

The outline for the master plan for Current Trends in Linguistics, most recently
published in my Introduction to Vol. II, now stands as follows:

Vol. 1, Soviet and East European Linguistics, which had been sold out by 1967, was
reprinted in 1968 and is once again available.

Vol. 11, Linguistics in East Asia and South East Asia, has been off press for some
months.

Vol. 111, Theoretical Foundations, first published in 1966, is still available as a
whole, and the chapters by Chomsky, Greenberg, and Hockett in separate booklets
as well (Janua Linguarum, Series Minor 56, 59, and 60, respectively).

Vol. V, Linguistics in South Asia, is completely composed and the authors and
editors are currently reading their first proofs; the book should, therefore, appear
late in 1968.

Vol. V1, Linguistics in South West Asia and North Africa, is being prepared in
collaboration with Associate Editors Charles A. Ferguson (Stanford University,
Carleton T. Hodge (Indiana University), and Herbert H. Paper (University of
Michigan), and Assistant Editors John R.Krueger (Indiana University) and Gene M.
Schramm (University of Michigan). The book is in press, scheduled to appear
sometime in 1969.

Vol. VII, Linguistics in Sub-Saharan Africa, is being prepared in collaboration with
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Associate Editors Jack Berry (Northwestern University) and Joseph H.Greenberg
(Stanford University), and Assistant Editors David Crabb (Princeton University) and
Paul Schachter (University of California, Los Angeles). This book is likewise in
press, and is also scheduled to appear in 1969.

Vol. VIII, Oceanic Linguistics, is being prepared in collaboration with Associate
Editors J.Donald Bowen (University of California, Los Angeles), Isidore Dyen
(Yale University), George W.Grace (University of Hawaii), and Stephen A.Wurm
(Australian National University), and Assistant Editor Geoffrey O’Grady (University
of Victoria). Many articles have been received and the book is expected to go to press
in the Winter of 1968 and, accordingly, appear late in 1969.

Vol. IX, Linguistics in Western Eurpe, is being prepared in collaboration with
Associate Editors Werner Winter (University of Kiel) and Einar Haugen (Harvard
University), and Assistant Editor Curtis Blaylock (University of Illinois). The dead-
line for manuscripts has been set for the end of 1968, and they are expected to go to
press in the Spring of 1969, envisaging a publication date early in 1970.

Vol. X, Linguistics in North America, is being prepared in collaboration with
Associate Editors William Bright (University of California, Los Angeles), Dell Hymes
(University of Pennsylvania), John Lotz (Center for Applied Linguistics), Albert H.
Marckwardt (Princeton University), Jean-Paul Vinay (University of Victoria). The
table of contents has been designed. The Editor expects to issue invitations shortly,
setting a deadline for late 1969; the book is scheduled, therefore, to appear late in
1970 or early the following year.

At least two more volumes, as previously announced, are under consideration to
round this cycle out sometime in the early 1970’s. Their thematic focus is slowly
crystallizing. One of these volumes is certain to deal with linguistics in its relationships
with adjacent arts and sciences; and the other with the three cardinal methods of
language classification, the genetic, the areal, and the typological, with special
reference to the scholarly literature concerning those extinct languages not treated in
previous volumes. Editorial Boards are currently being assembled for both. Cor-
respondents and reviewers have also made some suggestions, and the Editor would
welcome further constructive opinions as to the manner in which the series could be
made as useful as possible.

This work — like Vol. III — was conceived amidst the excitement of the 1964
Linguistic Institute of the Linguistic Society of America, held in Bloomington, and
the added turmoil of the partially overlapping Inter-American Symposium on
Linguistics and Language Teaching (August 3-8; cf. LSA Bulletin 38.32-33 [1965)).
This book is thus at least the sixth to appear as a direct consequence of that Linguistic
Institute; one other, which should certainly be singled out here, is the Instituto Caro
y Cuervo’s El Simposio de Bloomington, agosto de 1964; Actas, Informes y Comunica-
ciones, published in Bogota, in 1967.

At my request, during the Summer of 1964, the Program’s Executive Committee
appointed a special committee to work with the Editor on the development of this
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book; the members of this committee then became de facto the Editorial Board for
Vol. IV. Most of the contributors were initially invited while the Symposium was
in session.

As the perceptive reader will suspect, more chapters were conceived in our original
design than now appear within these covers: in Part One, missing are chapters on
Grammar, as well as on Comparative and Historical Linguistics; in Part Two, we had
hoped to include a discussion on the Linguistics of 19th and 20th Century Immigra-
tion; and in Part Three, there was to have been a study of the National Languages of
the Caribbean. Alas, the respective authors invited to write on these subjects with-
drew too late for us to find a suitable substitute.

The deadline for completion of the manuscripts was set for the end of 1965 — and
most of the authors scrupulously met their obligation; but due to unforeseen delays
some of the currency of the articles was inevitably lost. This unfortunate circumstance
— although partially remedied in proof — must be kept in mind when judging the
timeliness of certain contributions.

Seven chapters — those by Barthel, Cisneros, Coseriu, Escobar, Guitarte and
Torres, Lope, and Martinez — appear here in English translation. Credits are as
follows: Barthel’s and Coseriu’s were rendered from the German, the former by
Clifton Butcher, the latter under Professor Coseriu’s own supervision. The other five
came to us in Spanish; Claire Stevens translated Guitarte-Torres, and Cesar Bandera
translated the remaining four.

It is cheerful to be able to report here that linguistics in Latin America has come
a long way since this undertaking got under way, at least if organizational activities
give an accurate indication of academic achievement. The First Inter-American
Linguistic Institute was held in Montevideo, in January-February, 1966, sponsored
by the Inter-American Program and by ALFAL (acronym for the Asociacién de
Lingiiistica y Filologia de América Latina). The Second Inter-American Linguistic
Institute was held in Mexico City, from November 1967 to February 1968, at the
Escuela Nacional de Antropologia e Historia, under the joint auspices of the Program
and ALFAL and with the collaboration of several Mexican cultural institutions. Over
120 students registered, coming from every part of the Hemisphere (excepting only
Paraguay and some of the Central American countries). The IV. Symposium of the
Inter-American Program was also held in Mexico City, in January 1968, with 65
delegates and 42 observers in attendance. The third Institute and the fifth Symposium
are going to be held in S3o Paulo; the fourth Institute and sixth Symposium are
already being planned for Puerto Rico, and the succeeding one will probably take
place in Canada.

Mention should be made of certain developments which are not elsewhere reported
in this book.

(1) A new acronym, which is increasingly coming to be used for the Program
referred to above, is PILEI, for Programa Interamericano de Linguistica y Ensefianza
de Idiomas.
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(2) ALILEME, which is discussed on p. 608 of the book, has, in the meantime, ceased
to function as a separate organization, since a new Departamento de Lingiiistica
Computacional has been organized within ALFAL.

(3) Because of the current political situation in Argentina, some linguists (such as
L.J.Prieto) have left that country; others have changed their institutional affiliation.

(4) A new journal, Estudos Linguisticos, was started in S3o Paulo.

(5) In Bolivia, a notable event was the founding of an Instituto de Estudios
Lingiiisticos (INEL), by Martha Hardman-de-Bautista.

Professor Manrique has requested the following addendum: “Since the time this
paper was written, many changes have occurred in the institutional affiliations of
people referred to [in his article]; some tasks have been completed and others have
faced unexpected problems. [His] survey is outdated in some of its details, but the
general picture is still valid as of 1968.”

The Master List of Abbreviations, Index of Languages, and Index of Names were
compiled by Yolanda Lastra. The Editor wishes to express his appreciation to her
for attending to these chores and many others; her help in seeing this book through
press has been invaluable. Thanks are also due to the other three editorial associates
— Robert Lado, Norman A.McQuown, and Sol Saporta — for giving of their time
and wisdom; Albert S.Storm and Julia A.Petrov, of the U.S. Office of Education,
for their benevolent patience; and the staff of Mouton & Co. for their splendid
cooperation.

Bloomington, March 15, 1968 THOMAS A.SEBEOK
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