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Preface

Volume III has been completely rewritten.
Sections are devoted to intestinal parasites,
the liver, the biliary tract, the pancreas, and
the so-called secondary gastrointestinal dis-
orders. The contributors have been chosen
from our official family (past and present) of
the gastrointestinal division of the Graduate
School of Medicine.

Section VIII deals with intestinal parasites.
Parasitosis constitutes one of the most impor-
tant facets of public health endeavor through-
out the world. The gastroenterologist every-
where must be prepared to recognize such
infections. Succinct but comprehensive cover-
age of the various intestinal parasites will be
found in Chapter 87. They are appropriately
illustrated. A separate chapter has been de-
voted to schistosomiasis because of the wide
distribution of this parasite and its importance
as a public health menace in many countries.

The liver (Section IX) continues to be an
area of the utmost interest to the gastroenter-
ologically minded physiologist, clinician, sur-
geon, and radiologist. Its status in health and
disease has been extensively reviewed in the
light of the many additions to our knowledge
and better understanding of its function and
diseases. The chapter dealing with diagnostic
procedures reflects present thinking in the
application of techniques based upon sound
physiologic principles. In this chapter will be
found a description of the liver tests now
generally employed, as well as an appraisal of
the various procedures utilized in the roent-
gen study of the liver and its circulation. Liver
scanning and biopsy are fully described. Jaun-
dice is allotted space appropriate to its clinical

xi

importance. This section is introduced by a
lucid discussion of bilirubin metabolism and
classification of jaundice, followed by chap-
ters concerned with the clinical aspects of the
various types of icterus and their differential
diagnosis. The task of bringing up to date
present concepts in the areas of hepatic in-
flammations and cirrhosis has been a her-
culean one. I believe the reader, whether neo-
phyte or erudite scholar, will concede that
this material has been thoroughly and judi-
ciously presented. Chapter 97 contains a com-
plete check list of substances injurious to the
liver with bibliographic references to them.
Indeed it is believed that the section on the
liver successfully reflects the great advances
that have occurred since the publication of
the first edition of this text.

In Section X, dealing with affections of the
gallbladder and biliary tract, basic material
has been carefully revised. The chapter on
diagnostic procedures will undoubtedly be
frequently consulted. It comprises all of the
accepted techniques concerned with the
roentgen visualization of the gallbladder and
bile ducts as well as the various methods of
applying diagnostic biliary drainage proce-
dures, including timed biliary drainage and
the utilization of cholecystokinin-secretin tech-
niques. Inflammatory and calculous diseases
as well as tumors of the gallbladder and
biliary tract are fully discussed. The sections
on therapy have been thoroughly considered.
The many controversial aspects of the func-
tional disorders of the biliary tract (dyskine-
sia, etc.) are, I believe, fairly presented. Sec-
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tion X includes a discussion of the cystic duct
syndrome and postcholecystectomy symptoms.

Much new knowledge has accrued in the
area of functions and diseases of the pancreas
during the past two decades. In the section
devoted to this organ (Section XI), the con-
tributors have succeeded, I believe, in assim-
ilating and correlating recent increments to
our knowledge with pre-existing factual data.
A perusal of the chapter on diagnostic proce-
dures should afford the clinician adequate in-
formation concerning the many tests that are
available. These have been critically exam-
ined and appraised. Pancreatography and iso-
tope scanning have been added. Pancreatitis
and tumors receive thorough treatment. A ra-
tional selection of tests (pancreatic profile)
as well as a thorough discussion of therapy
will be found in these chapters. New chap-
ters have been added dealing with endocrine
functions of the pancreas, hypoglycemia, post-
operative pancreatitis, and cystic fibrosis.

Much that is new and of great clinical in-
terest and importance will be found in the
section dealing with the so-called secondary
disorders of the gastrointestinal tract (Section
XII). New chapters in this section include:
(1) the psychiatric aspects of gastrointestinal
function and disease; (2) a clinico-physiologic
correlation of functional disorders; (3) inti-
mations of autoimmunity in digestive disease;
(4) collagen disorders affecting the gastroin-
testinal tract; (5) abdominal vascular lesions;
(6) angiography in the diagnosis of abdomi-
nal disorders; (7) gastrointestinal manifesta-
tions of endocrine disorders; and (8) der-
matologic-gastrointestinal  interrelationships.
These topics constitute important links be-
tween gastrointestinal function and disease on
the one hand and systemic disease on the
other. They constitute valuable additions to a
text on gastroenterology. These data have not
before been gathered together in any volume
with which I am familiar. The chapters in this
section dealing with allergy, food poisoning,
and the interrelationship of cardiovascular
and urologic disorders and gastrointestinal
affections have been rewritten.

In Volume III, as in the preceding volumes,
the need for an intimate correlation of basic
material with clinical data, both diagnostic
and therapeutic (medical and surgical), has
been ever in mind. This interrelationship has

been evaluated throughout the text. Chapters
concerned with diagnostic procedures have
been given ample space, commensurate with
their importance and their usefulness to the
clinician. Certainly these various diagnostic
aids have great value in the study of affec-
tions of the liver, the pancreas, and the biliary
tract that are discussed in this volume. The
practicing physician and surgeon will find
adequate discussions on therapy in all affec-
tions under consideration.

The size of the volume has been expanded
considerably, due in some measure to the lib-
eral use of illustrations, made necessary quite
often by the introduction of so many new
techniques and procedures. These have been
splendidly reproduced by the publisher. It is
hoped that the reader will find them useful.

The subject matter contained in the various
chapters, although frequently written by dif-
ferent authors, has been correlated so that a
continuity of thought and substance has been
reasonably maintained. Such continuity has
not often been achieved in works of this mag-
nitude in which chapters have been contrib-
uted by numerous authors. If we have suc-
ceeded in this, it was made possible by the
cooperative efforts of our authors, who had
the advantage of having worked in the same
medical atmosphere, that is, the clinic of the
Graduate School of Medicine. I appreciate
their tolerance in accepting deletions and
additions in order that the various chapters
could be molded into a unity. Their criticisms
and advice were most helpful. T fully appre-
ciate the sacrifices in time and effort that
their contributions entailed. If the text adds
in some small way to the dissemination of
knowledge in gastroenterology, their efforts
will have been rewarded. It is hoped that
their wives and families have been as tolerant
as mine have been.

Finally I should like now to express sincere
gratitude to my wife for her forbearance, and
to my secretaries, Misses Peggy Hagan and
Katherine Aurandt, for their boundless energy
and unstinted help. The fullest cooperation
and assistance has been afforded by the superb
staff of W. B. Saunders Company in every
way at all times. This is keenly appreciated.

H. L. Bockus
Philadelphia, Pa.
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