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UNIT

The Olympic
Games

Reading and Translating

Bl Reading A

Read the following passage, paying attention to the questions on the left.

1. Where did the
ceremony be-

gin?

2. When did the
first Games
take place?

Modern Olympic Games

Every four years, the best athletes from countries around the world come
together in the spirit of peace and friendship to compete in the Olympic Games. With
the lighting of the Olympic flame the Games begin, the Olympic spirit kept alive.
That flame has been brought over thousands of miles by relay runners all the way
from Olympia in Western Greece, where the ceremony began 2 700 years ago. This
simple ceremony, with the lighting of the torch, is the spark that renews the Olympic
flame wherever the Games are played. The Games symbolize the early Greeks’
ideal of man’s unity, their vision of peace and of human perfection.

The Olympic began as a religious ceremony. The first Games in recorded history
took place in the year 776 BC. This was the time of the Western Zhou Dynasty in
China. All the Greek city-states participated. States at war with each other would end
hostilities for the duration of the Games.

The Olympic motto is universally accepted as
“Swifter, Higher, Stronger. ” One athlete from the
host country takes an oath at the opening ceremony
on behalf of all the competing athletes: “In the name
of all competitors, | promise that we shall take part in
these Olympic Games, respecting and abiding by
the rules which govern them, in the true spirit of
sportsmanship, for the glory of sport and the honor of
our teams.”

In ancient times, winners were crowned with
wreaths of the sacred olive; their names were pro-
claimed throughout the Greek city-states. Things
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have not changed much in this regard. Today, first place winners are awarded with
gold medals, second place winners, silver, and third place winners get the bronze.
And, as in ancient times, Olympic stars bécome internationally famous.
A Frenchman named Le Baron Pierre De Coubertin (1863 —1937) started the
3. Who started modern Olympic Games in 1896. He believed the Games would help bring
the modern  friendship and fair play to people all over the world.
Olympic Let us hope that this living experience of peace and friendship between all the
Games? people of the world that began in Olympia, in ancient Greece, will continue for many
centuries to come.

NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

I. Mark the following statements with T (true) or F (false) according to the passage.
() 1. Every four years, the best athletes from all over the world come to compete in the Olympic
Games.

() 2. With the lighting of the Olympic flame, the Games end.
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( ) 3. The Olympic began as a religious ceremony.

() 4. Itwas the time of the Western Zhou Dynasty in China when the first Olympic Games took
place.

() 5. More than one athlete from the host country takes an oath at the opening ceremony on
behalf of all the competitors.

() 6. Inancient times, winners were awarded with gold medals.

) 7. Olympic stars became internationally famous in ancient times.
( ) 8. Le Baron Pierre De Coubertin started the modern Olympic Games in 1896.

ll. Give brief answers to the following questions.
1. When do the best athletes from countries around the world come together to compete in the
Olympic Games ?

2. In what way do the Games begin?

3. When did the first Olympic Games take place in recorded history?

4. What is the Olympic motto?

5. How were winners awarded in the ancient Olympic Games?

6. Who was Le Baron Pierre De Coubertin?

Build up Your Vocahulary
llIl. Match the definitions in column B with the terms in column A.

1. OG a. to say publicly that something important is true or exists

2. ceremony b. to accept and obey a decision etc. even though you may not agree
with

3. athlete c. something that makes you feel proud

4. hostility d. someone who is good at sports

5. oath e. Olympic Games

6. competitor f. a person or team that is competing with others

7. glory g. a formal or traditional set of actions used at an important social or
religious event

8. abide by h. a formal and very serious promise

9. proclaim i. afeeling or attitude that is extremely unfriendly

10. swift j. very fast
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IV. Fill in the table below by giving the corresponding translation.

V. Complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese in the brackets into English.

1.

N

n

(4]

o

¢

With the lighting of the Olympic flame, the Games begin (B BHE LS
®).

_ One athlete from the host country takes an oath at the opening ceremony

(REFHEREIR).

States at war with each other would (fER B &M1& IE—Y)
B 1T3h).
_In ancient times, winners were crowned with wreaths of the sacred olive, and their names
(FEFT A BRIP K Gy 1 B5%).
_ He believed the Games would help bring friendship and fair play
(A2ttRAR).

The Olympic began as a (BEAR).

ll Reading B

Le Baron Pierre De Coubertin
— Father of the Modern Olympics

Le Baron Pierre De Coubertin was born on January 1, 1863. Young Coubertin, whose father was

an artist and whose mother a musician, was raised in the cultivated and aristocratic surroundings. He

was

intensely interested in literature, education, and sociology since childhood. At the tender age of

17, his deep interest in education was sharply focused on the problem of the widespread apathy still
crippling his fellow Frenchmen even a decade had passed since their demoralizing defeat in the
Franco-Prussian War. He concluded that education would be the development of the individuals,
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which was the key to the future of the society.

Thus, from 1880 to 1887, Coubertin studied education. During his visits to Europe and America,
he was deeply impressed by the high standard of physical and intellectual education. He strongly
approved of the curriculum at rugby, where competitive games and sport were compulsory.

Coubertin’s travels had led him to the conclusion that athletic exercise was of great value in the
intellectual development and upbringing of young people. Although interest in athletics was gaining
ground in many countries, there was still complete indifference at this issue in France. He held that
“competing for a place on an athletic team developed qualities of character, whereas the attitude in
French schools was that games destroyed study.” Thus, he decided to devote all his time and energy
to securing a reform in his own country. At the age of 24, he made up the aim of his life: he would help
bring back the noble spirit of France by reforming its old-fashioned and unimaginative education
system.

To this end, thirty-one-year-old Coubertin organized an international congress of sportsmen and
physical education enthusiasts in 1894. The “International Congress on Amateurism” was attended
by 79 delegates representing 49 organizations from nine countries. By the end of the Paris Congress,
Coubertin had formed the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and plans were in place to stage the
first modern Olympic Games in Athens, Greece in 1896.

Pierre de Coubertin died suddenly of a heart attack in a park in Geneva at the age of 74. In
accordance with his last wish, he was buried in Lausanne and his heart was placed inside a stele
erected to his memory at Olympia.

NEW WORDS
apathy /'&paf1/ n. TR, Bk, BAXLD
aristocratic / &risto'kraetik/ a. HER
compulsory /kam'palsary/ n. DiEHy, REIH
cripple /'kripl/ n. HIl 55
cultivated /'kaltivertid/ a. FiErn, SEH
curriculum /ka'rikjulom/ n. BR
demoralize /di'moral,arz/ v. EOEENIN, LSRR
enthusiast /in'@ju:ziest/ n. Pulsk, ERH
erect /1'rekt/ v. Bi~r
Geneva /dz1'niiva/ n. H R (B H)
intensely /in'tensli/ ad. ' BRI, P
Lausanne /lo(u)'z&n/ n. HR(ELTIRT)
reform /rr'form/ n. B
rugby /'ragb1/ n. BHIER
secure /sr'kjua/ v. IKEL
stage /sterdz/ v. L#, BE, BT

stele /'sti:li/ n. AR, AH, B#
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I Complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese in the brackets into English.

1.

I

o

Le Baron Pierre De Coubertin, (= H7F) in the culti-
vated and aristocratic surroundings.

. He was intensely interested in (%, #HBF¥ ML) since

childhood.

(fEfth i ARk £ A \]),, he was deeply impressed by the high standard
of physical and intellectual education.

. He decided to (i8R 1 fb -4 S B ) #K5 77) to securing a reform in his own

coundry.
(B 4ih24 % BF), he made up the aim of his life: he would help bring back the

noble spirit of France by reforming its old-fashioned and unimaginative education system.

. By the end of the Paris Congress, (B Bgar T B

It % 51%).

. At the tender age of 17, his deep interest in education was sharply (EPIE)

the problem of the widespread apathy still crippling his fellow Frenchmen even a decade had
passed since their demoralizing defeat in the Franco-Prussian War.
(FR1Efb 3% JE) , he was buried in Lausanne and his heart was placed inside

a stele erected to his memory at Olympia.

Il. Give brief answers to the following questions.
1.

What did Coubertin study when he visited Europe and America from 1880 to 18877

. What was of great value in the intellectual development and upbringing of young people?

. When did he make up the aim of his life that he would help bring back the noble spirit of France by

reforming its old-fashioned and unimaginative education system?

. When and where were the first modern Olympic Games held?

. How old was he when Coubertin died?

. Where was his heart placed?
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Simulated Writing

Name Card &

B RNMER RZIE B LA R A 5515 3 b T B R AR —FhF B, 5 A A %5 % 5 b N % R wikh.,
B E—BAAEANREES  B5S . BER, @i, BiE%., HANER BB MER, XF
HEFIH P A — B, EHUBRES .

AFHR —BELE . BRI BRI PRIRAAARE, R ROR A EIRRR, dbhk R bBgw, B
WERAER, M ML,

AN R — A e B spR, PRRIAL AR R R S5 . Mot KB, IR R, BT
MR 5

Sample 1

Jilin Institute of Physical Education T AT 2R

o = H HE
Prof. LilLin

Add: No.2476 Ziyou Rd. Changchun, China Wbk KEFETHEHBHKK 2476 5

Tel: 0431- 5267874 Fax: 5267874 M i%. 0431- 5267874 . 5267874

Cell-phone: 13039110618 FHL: 13039110618

Post Code 130022 B . 130022

E-mail: Li Lin 18@yahoo.com.cn {54 Li Lin 18@yahoo.com.cn
Sample 2

Jilin Trade Center EHR BB L

Guo Chengjiang BRIT 28
Manager

Add: No.2699 Qianjin Street, Changchun Wbk : b E R AR K HT 2699 5

Tel: 0431-4721236 Fax: 4721235 W% 0431-4721236 {3, 4721235

Cell-phone: 13843185666 FHlL: 13843185666

Post Code :130012 b%: 130012
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Follow-up writing
| RERRENEETT kB R,

FRALIMIE K F R # b2 % #i Mok SHERENTEHRR 24745
W4 . 130022 ALig: 0431-5685421 FHL. 13338321252

I —kIRECRE R,

Listening and Speaking

Showing the Way

. Sample Dialogue 1

Excuse me.

Yes? What can | do for you?

Well, | need a map of Beijing. Can you tell me where | can get it?
Sure. See that tall building at the end of the street?

Yes, that white building?

Right. That's a bookstore. I'm sure you can find a map there.
Thank you very much.

You're welcome.

Sample Dialogue 2

Excuse me, sir. Do you speak English?

| beg your pardon?

Oh, so you do speak English.

Well, just a littie, actually.

Can you tell me where the post office is?
Sure. Go straight ahead. Turn right at the next street. You'll see a gray building. The post office is
on the first floor.

Thank you very much.

You're welcome. Goodbye.

A: Bye!

wrmm>0»

w »

Sample Dialogue 3

A: Oh no! I'm lost. I'd better ask for help. Excuse me, ma’ma. Could you please tell me how to get to
the Railway Station?

B: Sorry, I'm also new here. You may ask the policeman over there for direction.

A: Excuse me, sir. Can you help me out? I'm going to find the Railway Station.

C: Sure. Take No.1 Line for two stops and get off at the Square Station. You will find Pine Street. Walk
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north for about three blocks. The Railway Station is next to the Star Hotel.
Thanks, but where is the nearest subway station?
Walk along the street until you get to a large park. There is a subway station near a post office. You
cannot miss it. '
Is it too far to walk?
No. It’s only a five-minute walk.
Thank you very much.
You are welcome.

Sample Dialogue 4

w >

o »

>0

Excuse me, I'm a tourist here. | wonder if you could tell where this address is?

: Oh. It's far from here. Would you take a taxi or the subway?

Subway may be OK tp me.

Right. You may take No.1 Line and ride to Fuxingmen and then transfer to Line 2 and ride south
for two stops. You may get off at Jishuitan. | think the hotel you are looking for is right behind the
subway station.

Is it on the street?

No, you will need to ask for direction if you can’t find it.

Thanks a lot.

You are welcome. By the way, the nearest subway station is over there. Cross the street. You can’t &
miss it.
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I. Role-play the sample dialogues.
ll. Complete the following dialogues by translating the Chinese parts given.
1. A: Excuse me. Could you tell me (B KEWEAE)?
B: OK. (—HEKL 1055, HAHRE).
A: Thank you very much.
B: You're welcome.
.§ 2. A: Excuse me. Can you help me out? (B XL R E 2E)?
S B: (it s —EE, H=AEH, ABER).
o A: Thanks a lot.
K B: Don'’t mention it.
Q 3. A: Do you know where this address is?
BE B: Sorry, 'm a stranger here. (4 br 2 Rk 22).
N A: Excuse me. Do you know where this address is?
§ C: (BET AT A, BLMAEHRET).
ug.: A: Thank you.
C: It's my pleasure.

. Match the following two columns.

1. TH—T a. cross the road / street
2. —HE b. subway station
3. mHH c. | beg your pardon?
4. g d. I'm a stranger here, too.
5. gk e. What can | do for you?
6. WA, BHH—E, f. The post office is on the first floor.
7. B X B AR, g. Turn left at the next street.
8. BT & LBk AT h. turn right
9. MM RE—E, i. go straight ahead
10. TEpHEMH LTG? j. Excuse me.

IV. Learn to communicate in the given situation.
A is a freshman and B is a senior student. They meet on the campus.
A wants to go to the school library, but he doesn’t know the way. The following can be referred to
in your dialogue. ”
the school library
It's not very far from here.
Just go straight ahead for 5 minutes.
turn left
You can’t miss it.




