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MIGISHI KOTARO

The Centennial Anniversary of his Birth
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Message

We are pleased to present this traveling exhibition featuring
the works of Migishi Kotaro (1903-1934), a modern Western-style
painter whose young career was cut off in the prime of his life.

Migishi spent his youth in Taisho era Sapporo. a time and
place brimming with progressive energy. His interest was quickly
drawn to Western-style painting. While studying at the local high
school, Migishi set his sights on traveling to Tokyo to become a
painter. At first Migishi's paintings were influenced by Kishida
Ryusei, and then his paintings underwent a dizzying number of
changes in just over a decade of work. His paintings range from
works on Chinese and Japanese subjects to lyrical depiction of
clowns and those reflecting the most avant garde arts brought in from
the West. In 1934, just as Migishi's focus had turned to creating
mystical images of butterflies and shells, an illness ended his life at
the young age of 31.

Migishi’s statement upon his debut as a painter, "Normally
when [ am painting, [ feel an immense happiness,” speaks of the
beauty and joy he felt when he painted, no matter what unhappiness
might exist in his everyday life. His infatuation with the act of
painting persisted throughout his life, and indeed, each of his works
evokes a uniquely romantic lyrical feeling.

This year marks the 100th anniversary of Migishi's birth. The
exhibition begins its tour in Sapporo, Migishi's birthplace. It will then
travel to Shimonoseki, Fuchu, and finally to Nagoya, where Migishi's
life ended. It gives all of the organizers great pleasure to present this
exhibition featuring approximately 150 major works by Migishi,
including several superb works whose whereabouts had long been
unknown. Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to express
our heartfelt appreciation to all those whose efforts and deep
understanding have made this exhibition a reality.

The Organizers
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