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1.

THE AIM OF THIS DICTIONARY

This dictionary aims to provide appropriate explanations and exam-
ples of the usage of what is considered to be the basic vocabulary of the
Japanese language. It has been compiled to help foreigners of Japanese
achieve better results in their study of the language, and it is also hoped
that it will be a helpful guide to Japanese teaching their native language
to foreigners.

It is presumed that users of this dictionary will have studied the
Japanese language for approximately 500 hours.

This dictionary aims not only to reinforce the users’ knowledge of the
words already learned, but also to expand the students’ awareness of
their usage. Consequently, this dictionary will hopefully be of use to the
more advanced learner as well.

Bearing in mind the type of student expected to use this dictionary, we
have not ventured to include a number of stubtle variations of meaning
which do occasionally arise in Japanese.

4500 words considered essential were selected by the Compilation
Committee on the basis of the results of both vocabulary research and
the usage of existing Japanese language texts. During selection, Special
attention was given to word formation and those basic words necessary
to the understanding of compounds.

363 characters have been selected for use in explanations and exam-
ples, This list, called “Characters used in this dictionary” is included in
this dictionary.

In addition to the main body of the dictionary, the following appendices
are also included.

(1) Japanese Grammar (2) Word Formation
(3) Family Terms (4) Counting

(5) Demonstratives (Ko-So-a-Do)

(6) Onomatopaeic Words

(7) On-Kun List and Joyo-Kanji

(8) Index



ORGANIZATION OF THIS DICTIONARY

I Vocabulary entries (midashigo)

1. Writing

The entries are written in hiragana, except in the case of borrowed
words which are usually written in katakana. The present-day orthography
is boserved. Pay attention to such words as the following. e.g.

BBEWw [K&Ew], Bt 8], LAY [42E], =L [#:< ]

2. Inflectives*! (katsuyogo)

Verbs and adjectives have a dot “ . ” between the stems (gokan)** and
inflected endings (gobi)*3. However, such verbs as “suru” and ‘furu”,
which are difficult to divide, are not marked with a dot “ . ”. e.g.

2K [EL) B-&5 [BE3]), L0622 9 [WYEI], b
AN G20
Adjective-verbs are listed in their stems. e.g.
Efwn, &R, LTh
Auxiliary verbs, when they can be divided into stems and inflected endings,
have a dot “ . ” placed between them. e.g.
B-d, L\, k-2
For *1, 2, 3, see the appendix “Japanese Grammer.”

3. Arrangement of entries
The entries are arranged in the order of 50 sounds (% + \»+ 9 - 2 -
B & ) without differentiating between hiragana and katakana.
(a) Kana with “»” (%, ¥, ¢, V¥, ), kana with “= ” (IZ, U5,
d3, 2, |¥) and those without them are treated indiscriminately.
However, when they appear in the same situation, they are arranged
as follows. e.g. .
“17 [2E)” precedes “i¥ [#]”
“I3H [#&)]” precedes “i¥H [Ei]”
“IZo &7 precedes “i¥-&”
(b) The small “>” which indicates a double consonant as in “A%-> Z
9 [###) 7, “& 5T [WF] 7, etc, and small “<”, “W”, “L” which
are used in contracted syllables asin “H % [Z5] 7, “& [&wp 9] 7, “&
19 [4H) ” etc. are treated same as ordinary kana, but they are

(10)



