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“One had to cram all this stuff into one’s mind, whether
one liked it or not. This coercion had such a deterring
effect that, after I had passed the final examination, I
found the consideration of any scientific problems dis-
tasteful to me for an entire year. . . . It is in fact nothing
short of a miracle that the modern methods of instruc-
tion have not yet entirely strangled the holy curiosity of
inquiry; for this delicate little plant, aside from stimula-
tion, stands mainly in need of freedom, without this it
goes to wrack and ruin without fail. It is a very grave
mistake to think that the enjoyment of seeing and search-
ing can be promoted by means of coercion and a sense
of duty. To the contrary, I believe that it would be possi-
ble to rob even a healthy beast of prey of its voracious-
ness, if it were possible, with the aid of a whip, to force
the beast to devour continuously, even when not hungry
—especially if the food, handed out under such coercion,
were to be selected accordingly.”

—Albert Einstein
(quoted in Examining in Harvard College)



PREFACE

4

In these remarks on the schools, I do not try to be gener-
ous or fair, but I have seen what I am talking about and
I hope I am rational. This case is that we have been
swept on a flood-tide of public policy and popular senti--
ment into an expansion of schooling and an aggrandize-
ment of school-people that is grossly wasteful of wealth
and effort and does positive damage to the young. Yet I
do not hear any fundamental opposition in principle,
nor even prudent people (rather than stingy people)
saying, go warily. The dominance of the present school
auspices prevents any new thinking about education,
although we face unprecedented conditions.

It is uncanny. When, at a meeting, I offer that per-
haps we already have too much formal schooling and
that, under present conditions, the more we get the less
education we will get, the others look at me oddly and
proceed to discuss how to get more money for schools
and how to upgrade the schools. I realize suddenly that I
am confronting a mass superstition.

In this little book, I keep resorting to the metaphor
school-monks: the administrators, professors, academic
sociologists, and licensees with diplomas who have pro-
liferated into an invested intellectual class worse than



8 Preface

anything since the time of Henry the Eighth. Yet I am
convinced—as they get their grants and buildings and
State laws that give them sole competence—that the
monks are sincere in their bland faith in the school. The
schools provide the best preparation for everybody for
a complicated world, are the logical haven for unem-
ployed youth, can equalize opportunity for the under-
privileged, administer research in all fields, and be the
indispensable mentor for creativity, business-practice,
social work, mental hygiene, genuine literacy—name it,
and there are credits for it leading to a degree. The
schools offer very little evidence of their unique ability
to perform any of these things—there is plenty of evi-
dence to the contrary—but they do not need to offer
evidence, since nobody opposes them or proposes alter-
natives.

A major pressing problem of our society is the de-
fective structure of the economy that advantages the
upper middle-class and excludes the lower class. The
school-people and Ph.D. sociologists loyally take over
also this problem, in the war on poverty, the war against
delinquency, retraining those made jobless, training the
Peace Corps, and so forth. But as it turns out, just by
taking over the problem, they themselves gobble up the
budgets and confirm the defective structure of the
. economy.

And inevitably, expanding and aggrandizing, becom-
ing the universal trainer, baby-sitter, and fix-it, the
schools are losing the beautiful academic and commu-
nity functions that by nature they do have.

1)
The ideas in this book were called up for specific

busy occasions. The remarks on the drop-outs were the
substance of a contribution to a national conference on



