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Preface

P olitics is dynamic! The study of American government entails a critical
analysis of human political behavior within the context of diverse institutions
and processes. The fundamental objective of political scientists who study
American government is to acquire a broad understanding of American poli-
tics through descriptions, explanations, and evaluations of often complex po-
litical phenomena. Political scientists systematically attempt to make
intelligible those governmental activities that often seem remote, obscure, inac-
cessible, complicated, and unintelligible to most citizens. Observations, expla-
nations, and analyses of American politics also offer ample opportunities for
evaluative critiques of how the government ought to function.

American government has been explored through a rich diversity of per-
spectives, approaches, and interpretations. Political scientists who focus on the
American government do not conform to one particular mode of inquiry; they
follow different paths of investigation and use distinct tools, techniques, and
methods of analysis. Sources: Notable Selections in American Government brings
together 41 selections from classic primary sources that have had dramatic
impact upon the ways in which people think about American government and
politics. Many of these selections have not only influenced contemporary un-
derstanding of complex institutions, processes, and behavior, but they have
also directly shaped and altered the critical political decisions and acts of a
multitude of policymakers and political practitioners (e.g., voters, lobbyists,
legislators, judges, presidents, bureaucrats, and political party leaders). The
literature included here reflects the efforts of numerous American government
scholars to intertwine insights and interpretations of the political system with
invaluable predictions and suggestions for reform.

The selections chosen for this book cover a wide range of substantive
topics and incorporate an extensive variation of the most notable perspectives
found within the study of American government. For example, the selections
in Part 1 provide exposure to the distinct world views and interpretative analy-
ses of the classical liberal theoretical tradition (founded by John Locke in the
seventeenth century and reaffirmed by Louis Hartz in the twentieth century),
the democratic-egalitarian tradition (represented by Alexis de Tocqueville), and
the communitarian school of American political thought (articulated by Robert
N. Bellah and Amitai Etzioni) in reference to the cultural, ideological, and
intellectual context of the American political system. This format is consis-
tent throughout this book, as alternative scholarly views and explanatory
models are offered to the critically active reader for her or his interpretation
and assessment.
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[ consistently focused on several criteria as [ engaged in the design of this
volume of readings. I wanted students to become enthusiastic in their discov-
ery of topics that have been of profound significance to the evolution of the
American government. In order to fulfill this objective, I initially collected over
100 potential sources for inclusion in this book. I subsequently weeded out
selections that replicated other sources as well as those that were not as read-
able as others. Second, I chose selections that would inspire the reader to
seriously think about key issues, topics, themes, theories, concepts, problems,
and solutions pertinent to the literature on American government. A good
number of selections provide examples of how concrete political behavior and
policies are linked to abstract political concepts and political theories. Third, I
incorporated sources that were rich in their depth and scope of coverage of the
American political system. The selections range from a source that was written
in the seventeenth century to many sources from the twentieth century; from
English and French theorists to many American analysts; and from sources
that are highly laudatory of the American government to sources that suggest
major political, social, and economic reforms. Although most of the sources
were written by traditional political scientists who primarily study American
government, several of the selections were authored by nonpolitical scientists
(e.g., sociologists, historians, and mass media communication experts). Fourth,
I wanted the selections to articulate as lucidly as possible the multiple tensions
endemic to the American political system and the continuous struggle of ethnic
and racial minorities and women to fully achieve their democratic rights. Fi-
nally, and perhaps most important, a fundamental objective of this book is to
enable students to develop some proficiency in their critical thinking, critical
reading, reasoning, and analytical skills, in addition to acquiring general infor-
mation on the American government. I firmly believe that the selections cho-
sen are provocative, challenging, and readable.

Organization of the book The selections are organized topically around the
major areas of study within American government. Part 1 includes selections
on the intellectual and ideological context of American government; Part 2, the
constitutional framework and the Federalist system; Part 3, civil liberties and
civil rights; Part 4, democratic participatory organizations; Part 5, democratic
participatory processes; Part 6, institutions of national government; and Part 7,
dimensions of public policy. The selections are further organized into 15 chap-
ters that correspond to most introductory American government textbooks and
therefore offer ample opportunities for students to read and analyze the origi-
nal sources of topics as they are presented throughout the course. Selections
can be assigned as independent entities or in sets of readings, depending upon
the preference of the instructor. Each selection is introduced by a brief head-
note that establishes the selection’s significance to the literature and offers
pertinent biographical information on the author.

Suggestions for reading the selections I strongly recommend that students
first read the introductory headnotes before reading the selections, as they
provide substantial commentary on significant issues in American government
and elaborate on the general context from which the text is derived. The reader



should be sensitive to the direct impact and influence of context (e.g., conven-
tional and scholarly language usage of the period and the cultural, intellectual,
social, economic, demographic, and political forces) upon the content of each
particular selection. In this regard, the reader should remember the evolution-
ary nature of language. Each selection is culturally and socially derived and
consequently reflects the language used in the period in which it was written.
For example, many of the older selections use the masculine pronouns he and
him to refer to all humans regardless of gender. Contemporary authors are
much more sensitive to such gender-biased language.

Be aggressive in your reading, analysis, and interpretation of each selec-
tion. Do not hesitate to raise both explanatory and evaluative questions. For
example, when reading a selection on interest groups or political parties, ask
yourself what factors might help to explain their behavior and whether or not
such behavior is legitimate.

A word to the instructor An Instructor’s Manual With Test Questions (multiple-
choice and essay) is available through the publisher for instructors using
Sources: Notable Selections in American Government in the classroom.
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his work on this project. My wife, Barbara, proofread the original manuscript
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delays to play catch with him as I worked on Sources: Notable Selections in
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I would greatly appreciate any commentary from readers about this book
or suggested sources for consideration for future revisions. I encourage you to
write to me in care of Sources, Dushkin Publishing Group/Brown & Bench-
mark Publishers.

Mitchel Gerber
Southeast Missouri State University
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1.1 JOHN LOCKE

The Second Treatise

John Locke (1632-1704), the English political philosopher and the founder
of classical liberalism, articulated a political theory of natural rights, indi-
vidualism, private property ownership, constitutionalism, and limited gov-
ernment that greatly influenced the framers’ design of the U.S. Constitution.
Classical liberalism emphasizes human rationality, the legitimacy of a con-
stitutional limited government, the central significance of natural rights
(particularly property rights), the freedom of the individual, and the critical
need of privacy. in particular, the idea of legitimate government based upon
a social contract and the consent of individuals inspired James Madison and
the other framers.

In the following selection, excerpted from his classic work Two Treatises
of Government (1690), Locke expounds on his political theory, which was
derived from his interpretation of human nature in the context of a state of
nature. He depicts the state of nature as a primitive society without govern-
ment, in which individuals are relatively equal, free, independent, rational
agents primarily motivated by the pursuit to acquire private property. The
law of nature is defined as an objective moral principle obliging individuals
to preserve their own lives and property and not to harm the lives and
property of others. The universal applicability of this normative principle of 3



