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INTRODUCTION FOR YOUR INFORMATION 1

For Your Information 1 is a book of high-interest readings, most of which
are authentic, for high-beginning or low-intermediate students of
English as a second language (ESL). It focuses on the very real needs of
students at this level for vocabulary expansion and reading skill-build-
ing. It is designed for use in ESL adult-education programs, universities,
language institutes, and secondary schools both in the United States and
abroad.

For Your Informaton 1 is made up of eight thematically based units, each
of which contains a selection of three or four readings. It is based on the.
premise that ESL students are able to read at a higher level of English
than they can produce. Vocabulary-building and skill-building activities
accompany each reading.

An important goal of For Your Information 1 is to help students become
confident readers by increasing their vocabulary base and improving
their word-attack skill. It engages them in the process of reading
thoughtfully and encourages them to move beyond passive reading.
Although it is a reading text, students practice their speaking, listening,
and writing throughout For Your Informaton 1. The tasks are varied,
accessible, and engaging and they provide stimuli for frequent interac-
tion.

The basic format for each unit in FYT 1 is as follows;

# Points to Ponder

These prereading questions serve to introduce the topic of the unit
and get students thinking about that topic.

# Reading Selections and Accompanying Tasks

Each unit contains three or four reading selections on topics of high
interest and universal appeal. One of the readings in each unit is an
interview with an individual knowledgeable on some aspect of the
general topic of that unit. Selections are followed by a combination
of comprehension questions and activities to practice new vocabu-
lary and vocabulary in context as well as scanning, skimming, pre-
dicting, and separating main from supporting ideas.
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# Tying It All Together
Each unit concludes with discussion questions designed to encour-
age students to think about, distill, and discuss the information they
have read about throughout the unit. Following the questions are an
interactive vocabulary review and self-test.

We hope that you and your students enjoy the readings and activities in
this text and find them interesting for your information.

KLB, CBR



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS FOR YOUR INFORMATION 1

We acknowledge with gratitude the many family members and

friends whose seemingly tireless reading, writing, and researching
added so much to this book.

Our thanks go also to Adele Camus of George Mason University, Laura
Le Drean of the University of Houston, Lynn Meng of Union County
College, New Jersey, Joe Ryan of Los Angeles City College, and Mehmet
Aksu of Drexel University for their discerning suggestions.

Finally, we thank the individuals who so graciously submitted them-

selves to our interviews, and our editor, Allen Ascher, for his enthusi-
asm and peerless attention to the details.



CONTENTS

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 1

Introduction................... il
tiiv:7 ~ TRAVEL TALK : 1
1. The Company of the Sea........................ 4

2. Madrid MemoOTies. ... ...ouuiueuiieiieieie et 8

3. Flying High, but Feeling Low...............c.oo, 17

Tying It All Together..........c...oooiiiii 21

More Information..............oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 23
Answer Key........ooooii 24

i ATTITUDES ABOUT ANIMALS 25
1. All for the Love of Fritz..............coocciiiiiiiiiiiii. 27

2. Can Animals Think?................co 35

3. Anti-Fur Groups Renew Fur Debate............................. 40

Tying It All Together..............coiiiiii 44

More Information................. e 47
Answer Key.........ooiiiiii 48

it 5 FACING CHALLENGES 51
1. 86-Year-Old Man in Marathon for 63rd Time.................. 53

2. Disabled People Find Challenge on the Slopes.................. 56

3. Sounds of Bali........c.cooooiiiiiiiiiiiii 60

4. “Dreams” by Langston Hughes..........................o.. 63

Tying It All Together............coooiiiiiii e, 65

More Information...........coooviiiiiiiiniiii e 67
Answer Key..........ooo 70

it . BRAINPOWER 71
1. Do You Know Your Right Brain from Your Left?............... 73

2. Albert Einstein: The Man and the Legends about Him...... 78

3. How Good Is Your Memory?............coooiiviiiiiiininnanenn. 83

Tying It All Together............ooooieviiiiiiiii 87

More Information................oooiiiiiii 89
Answer Key....oooo 93



CONTENTS

UNIT 5

UNIT 6

UNIT 7

UNIT 8

CLIMATE CONTROL 95

1. Winter Blues, Summer Blahs............oovviiiiiiiniiiiinnnn. 97
2. Climate: A Powerful Force.................cooooiiiiinn, 101
3. What's the Weather?.............c.cooiiiiin, 108
Tying It All Together...............c.coooiiiiii 115
More Information.............coooooiiiiiiiii 116
Answer Key......oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 117
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 119
1. Finding the Recipe for Success...............coccoiiiiiin. 122
2. Genetically Altered Tomato Approved........................ 126
3. Red Hot, OF NO? .o iriiiiiiiiiiriie it r e ernanenns 130
4. Plant POWer.......cccooviviiiiiiiiiiii 135
Tying It All Together..............ccoooiiiiiii, 137
More Information...............oooiii 139
Answer Key......ooooiiii 143
COMPANIES WITH A CONSCIENCE 145
1. Profits with Principles...................co 147
2. The Scoop on Ben & Jerry's........ccocveviiiiinininiinin. 151
3. Warm and Fuzzy Soda Bottles...........................L. 156
Tying It All Together.............oooiii e 168
More Information.............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiii 169
ANSWEr Key..cioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 170
TUNEINTOTV 173
1. The Early Days and Beyond...............ccooiiiviiiiiennnnne. 175
2. Can You Imagine a World without It?...................... ... 180
3. Commercial-Free TV.......c.cooiviiiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn, 183
Tying It All Together...............cocoiiiiii 188
More Information..............coooiiiiiiiiiiii 191
Answer Key........ooooiiii 192



Selections
I.The Company oftheSea .................. 4

2. Madrid Memories ... ...t 8
3. Flying High, but FeelingLow . ............. 17



BT R A L R RS SRR 12 s A

BRI UE . Lxe VL DR IEER SNV A

People travel for many different reasons. Some people travel to visit
friends or family. Other people travel for business or education. Still others
travel for excitement and adventure. This unit has several articles about
travel experiences. Before you read these articles, think about your own

feelings about traveling.

Answer each of the following questions about yourself. Then discuss
your answers in small groups.

1. What do you like most about traveling? Make a list.




TRAVEL TALK / UNIT 1

2. What do you like least about traveling? Make a list.

3. Which of the following types of vacations appeal to you? Puta 1 in
front of your first choice, a 2 in front of your second choice, and so on.

ski trip
tropical island

cruise

safari

city sightseeing

camping

visiting family or friends

other:

4. How important is each of the following factors to you when you
choose a vacation destination? Rank them in order of importance.

weather
scenery
___ friendly people
__ food
cost

shopping

__ agolf course

__ location
interesting sights
tourist facilities
accommodations

other:

5. Which factors would make your vacation less enjoyable? Put them in
order. Start with the one most likely to ruin your trip.

bad weather
losing your wallet
__ getting sick
__jetlag
__ badflight

getting sunburned
_ bad food
- poor accommodations
— losing your luggage

other:
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PREREADING
DISCUSSION

company

FfE, WA
Istanbul

I HEA K (L HE
P ER M k)
Turkey

+HHE (H) , s
WIERF YN, iR
Mo H A R,
o B {7
take a cruise

AT, i

1.

3.

. Do you like the feeling of

The Company of the Sea is an interview
with a man who has sailed around the world.
This man, Eralp Akkoyunlu, was born in
Istanbul, Turkey in 1933. He spent his child-
hood in Istanbul on an island called Buyukada,
which means “big island” in English. Like many
of the children on the island, he loved the
water, the fish,and the small boats.
Sometimes he would go out with fishermen
in their boats. Eralp was never afraid of the
water.

Eralp’s dream was to build a boat and sail it
around the world. Lots of people dream of
boats. Many people buy boats. Some people
build boats, but very few people build their
own boat and sail it around the world alone.
This is an interview with someone who did.

Have you ever been on a sail-
boat or taken a cruise some-
where? If you have, describe
your experience to your class-
mates.

being on a boat? How does it
make you feel? Relaxed?
Anxious? Excited? Free?
Afraid? Helpless? Strong?

Sailing on the sea is a popular
theme. There are many
movies, books, paintings,
songs, and poems about life
on the sea. Have you seen,
read, or heard any of these? ==
Discuss some of your o
favorite ones with your
classmates.
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Tell us a little about your- *
self and what made you -

decide to build a boat and

sail it around the world.

I finished my early education
in Turkey and moved to New
York for graduate school in com-

puter science at Columbia -
University. After I finished my -
Ph.D., I began teaching gradu- -
ate students at Stonybrook -
University in New York and then .
at Brooklyn College. I loved New
York and felt like a true New
Yorker, but I often missed the
sea. One day on vacation in °
southern Turkey, I realized that -

what I really wanted to do was

build a sailboat and sail around -
the world. When I returned to .
New York, I started to work on it. |

How long did it take to
build the boat? How big is it? -

I worked full-time at my

teaching job during the week .
and began to build the boat at -

night and on weekends. It was a

long and difficult job. It took me °
about five years. The boat is _
thirty-eight feet long. I decided -
to name the boat Yosun, which -

means “seaweed” in Turkish.

The Company of the Sea

Describe the trip you
took on your boat.

Because of my job, I was only
able to sail during summer vaca-
tions, so the trip around the
world had to be broken up into
small pieces. The first section
was from New York to Bermuda.
From there, I went to Venezuela,
then to the Galapagos Islands
and Tahiti. I wandered all
through the South Pacific, stop-
ping for long visits to Fiji.
Occasionally, I would be joined
by friends. But most of the time,
my only companions were dol-
phins and flying fish. Sometimes
a bird would stop by to hitch-
hike or for a little rest. I love the
company of the sea and most of
all, I love my boat. Yosun sails
beautifully and is a joy to see.

What are you doing now?
Are you planning another
trip?

Now I divide my time between
life on the sea and life in the
city. Yosun is in southern
Turkey, being readied for a sec-
ond major trip—crossing the
Atlantic and then returning to
the South Pacific.

LA BN BE BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN N )
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HOW WELL D2  Read the following statements. If a statement is true, write T on the
TOU REAL! line. If it is false, write F. ’ :

______1. As'a child, Eralp was afraid of the water.
_____ 2 FEralp grew up in Turkey. |

3. Yosun was built in Turkey.

4. Eralp usually sailed alone.

v 5. Many people build their own boats and sail around the world.

BUILDIKG Here is a list of some important events in Eralp’s life. Put them in the
READING SKILLS  correct time order by numbering them from 1 to 8.

ORGANIZING . .
INFORMATION went to graduate school at Columbia University

- spent his childhood on an island called Buyukada
_____ sailed to Venezuela, the Galapagos Islands, and Tahiti
| completed his early education in Turkey
spent five years building Yosun
______began teaching graduate students
sailed from New York to Bermuda

_realized he wanted to build a sailboat and sail it around
the world

SUILDING Look through the interview for the answers to the following ques-
READING SMILLY  tions. When you find the place in the text that answers the.question,
LOCATING underline it. Then write the number of the paragraph in the space
INFORMATION provided. Work as quickly as you can.

1. How long did it take Eralp to build his sailboat? (T ___)
2. How long is theboat? (1 _)

3. What does Yosun mean in English? (1 __)

4. Where is Yosun now? (1 ___)

5. At what university did Eralp get his Ph.D.? (1 )
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Circle the letter of the word or phrase that is closest in meaning to the
underlined word.

1. I'loved New York and felt like a true New Yorker, but 1 often missed the sea.

true: missed:

a. real a. felt bored with
b. lonely b. felt the loss of
c. foreign ~ ¢ felt afraid of

2. Iworked full-time at my teaching job during the week and began to build the
boat at night and on weekends.

a. in the evening
b. on vacations
c. on Saturdays and Sundays

3. The first section was from New York to Bermuda.

a. problem
b. part
c. job

4. 1 wandered all through the South Pacific, stopping for long visits to Fiji.

a. traveled without a specific destination
b. sailed quickly
c. had many mechanical problems

5. Occasionally, I would be joined by friends. But most of the time, my only
companions were dolphins and flying fish.

France is the
country that
receives the
largest number
of tourists
worldwide.

occasionally: companions:

a. most of the time a. company; friends
b. once in a while b. enemies

c. Iuckily . animals
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SELECTION 2~

Madrid Memories is taken from the travel journal of Nancy Stetser, a
young woman who was traveling in Spain.This entry describes her
thoughts about the first day of her trip.

1. Do you ever keep a journal when you travel? If so, what kinds of
things do you record?

PREREADING
DISCUSSION 2. Do you like to take pictures when you travel? Do you collect sou-

venirs from the places you visit? If so, what kind?

Madrid Memories




