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The United States
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Chapter I Geographical Features
and Natural Resources

1. Location and Geographical Divisions

The United States lies in North ‘America with its two youngest
states — Alaska on the northwest tip of the continent and Hawaii in
the central Pacific. The continental United States stretches 4, 500
km. from the Atlantic Ocean on the east to the Pacific Ocean on the
west. It borders Canada on the north, and reaches south to Mexico
and the Gulf of Mexico. Its coastline runs 19, 924 km. The total
area of the United States is 9,372,610 sq. km., which makes it the
fourth largest country in the world.

So far as the geographical features are concerned, the large
territory of the continental United States can be divided into three

basic areas.

A. The Atlantic Seacoast West to the Appalachians

Along the Atlantic Seacoast is a narrow plain that begins far up
to the coast and becomes wider as it goes south. The coastline of
New England! is lowland made up of sandy beaches, swamps,
lakes, and gently sloping hills. The interior contains mountains,
rivers, rocky hills, and valleys. The land here is generally infertile
and much of it is covered by heavy forests. The coastline, however,
is broken by many excellent harbors that were once important

centers of commerce and trade in the early days of the country. The




