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LISTENING s

Developing
listening skills 1

Exercise 1 >
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Listening for specific information Wii4sEzE
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Imagine you are listening to the following. What kind of information might you
want to listen for in each case?

Example: a radio advert for a mobile phone: price, name of store, accessories

1 the weather forecast 3 a news item about a storm
2 aradio sports bulletin 4 a recorded message at a cinema
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SKILLS FOR IELTS: LISTENING




Exercise 2 [> a Read the questions below and decide what type of information you need to
listen out for. Will you need to write something or choose an answer?

Now listen to Extracts 1 and 2 and answer Questions 1, 2 and 3.

Concert details
Full price tickets: $35.00
Student price: L ..cpuin e ress oo shms sdidee .

Concertbegins at: 2........c.ovoimmimsaiibonn, :

3 When does the man want to start the English course?
A March
B April
C September

b Look at Questions 4, 5 and 6 in the box below. Underline the key words in
each question, that is, the words which tell you what information to listen
out for. For example, the key word in Question 4 is ‘work’, so you need to
listen for what job the man does.

Now listen to Extract 3 and answer questions 4—6,

Exercise 3 [> a Look at the statements and possible answers below. Turn them into questions
by changing the stem.The first one is done for you.

1 The library opens at 2 The police arrived by
A 9.00 am. A car
B 10.00 a.m. B motor bike.
C 11.00 a.m. C helicopter.

What time does the library open?

BAERE. 2ESEMNREHS



Developing
listening skills 2

@I

Exercise 4 >

3 The graph shows the 4 Louis Braille was born in

A number of people in prison in Australia. A 1809.
B main reason for people going to prison. B 1819.
C number of prisons in Australia. C 1829.

b Now listen to Extract 3 again and answer Questions 7 and 8.

7 The woman washes her hair
A once a week.
B twice a week.
C more than twice a week.

8 The woman chooses her shampoo based on
A price.
B design.
C advertising.

How was the answer expressed on the recording? Were the same words used as
in the question?

Listening for main ideas and supporting information
r X BB EER

ft2a ik “wrih k™ 7

BBIREAE—NRE b, MAT —BEEESSREN A, 1 ST 5 EHt A e
UIHA? WEERAA 7 RIEH KR A7 HRAT LA it f 157 (6 AR B0 3
Al T TEAR . R REEN S B SRS

a Listen to Extract 4. You will hear four different mini-talks, in each case
identify the main idea and complete the table below. Sometimes the main
idea will be explicitly stated, sometimes it will be in the overall message.

b Listen to Extract 4 again and pause the recording after each speaker. Make
notes of some of the supporting information. Look at the example for the
first mini-talk below.

Main Ideas Supporting Information
1| the cost of the project $43 million since 1990
2
3
4

SKILLS FOR IELTS: LISTENING
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Exercise 5 [> a Read Question 9. Is this question testing main ideas or supporting
information? Now listen to Extract 5 and answer the question.

Answer the questions using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS.

9 What is the subject of the man’s talk? .....................cceunevnen...

b Another task that tests your understanding of main ideas is multiple choice.
For example, in Question 10 below, you must decide which of the 3 options
best sums up what the man says. Listen to Extract 6 and answer the
question.

Circle the appropriate letter A-C.

10 The shoes were designed to ...
A reduce the pain of marathon running.
B increase the athletes’ speed.
C help old people walk more easily.

Exercise 6 [> a The IELTS may use summary completion to test your understanding of supporting
details. The words in the summary will give a brief version of what you hear. Read
the summary below. What is the main idea? Underline the words that tell you.
What details do you need?

Now listen to Extract 7 and answer Questions 11-14.

Complete the summary using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS or A NUMBER
for each answer:

The Flagship of the Royal Fleet

The Mary Rose sank in the year 11 .................... . The king stood on the shore
and watched her go down. The ship then lay on the seabed for 12 ......................
years. In 1982 she was ™13 «........c..cooiiviiinnnivioneinnnna. and brought back to dry
land. By analysing the 14 ............................ of the ship, scientists believe they

are closer to learning why she sank.

PP Now go to Test 3, Questions 36-40, and try a summary completion task.

fed | RERE. 2HEHEMNRE:




b Another way of testing your understanding of supporting detail is selecting
from a list. Listen to Extract 8 and answer Question 15 below.

Circle TWO letters A-G.
15  Which TWO of the following items must the girl take with her?

A hiking boots E gloves
B pair of shorts F tent

C woollen jumper G flashlight
D inflatable mattress

Developing o A3 &
listening skills 3 WA E RIS
Hrdof DX 53 WA AT 57

AR, &5 XITE TS R REPAESE L, — 26 A F ik AU
WP AT R F S, (HRE M Y AN Ok FIBVAER , T2 “I believe...” . “I
think...” | “In my opinion...” 2£45i5E,

%

Exercise 7 [> Which of the following are opinions? Which are facts? How do you know?

1 As far as | can see, the increase in petrol prices is due to the government'’s
taxation policy.

2 These days all children can be immunised against diseases such as measles and
mumps. Here’s a leaflet with the information you require.

3 I'm sure that if children aren’t taught how to socialise when they are young,
they will have difficulty getting on with other adults later on in life.

4 The law forbids people from driving faster than 70km an hour in most parts of
the city.

@ HERAWT ) B Lo =8 A i 20T B 0 P AR A?

W UL R RAEWT 1R Section 3 Fl Section 4 H HIBH, 5 % L ARSI AU Bk
AR, R X FRRERIAT LAF LA s RS B E B R

Exercise 8 [> Look at Questions 16—17 below. Are you listening for an opinion or a fact?
Which words tell you? Listen to Extracts 9-10 and answer the questions.

16  The student thinks that the building
A s very cleverly designed.
B is adequate for its purpose.
C has a number of design faults.

17  What is the speaker’s view of bicycles?
A They will not change much in the future.
B They should be designed to be more practical.
C They can cover greater distances than in the past.

PP Now go to Test 1, Quetsions 8-9, and try a selecting task.

SKILLS FOR IELTS: LISTENING
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Developing
reading skills 1

P

Exercise 1 [>

p

Exercise 2 [>
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Skimming and scanning E&igFnkis

112 KW
WA AR SO A, A B AT PR M S PR T OS5, AT

* HEESCERSH, B SCERUNATAUR Y s a4 B ;
* . THXEKRE.

FEYRSCTROSEH RERT BAYYR JNIE SCE AR 53 S fe T 119,

Tick what you should read to get a quick overview of a text. The first one is done
for you.

a) the title and sub-heading L

b) theintroduction

c) every part of the text

d) the first and last sentences of each paragraph in the main body

e) the conclusion

f) the middle of each paragraph

ft2 18k i?

PRits A IR B0 TR, URIRBRIR B 25 SRS RIS B, 3%se
ARG ERTE FHRAPE R . BIROEE, WAL, 4. H IS EiEss,
Which of these types of text would you scan? Which would you skim? Tick the
appropriate box:

Skim Scan
a phone book [] L]
a newspaper article you are interested in [] []
the film review page when looking for a particular film [] L]
a letter from the bank [] []
[] []

a list of results for an exam you‘ve taken

FHEREMA E&E
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Exercise 3 [> a The text below has been edited to highlight the areas that you might read when
skimming or scanning a text. Read through it quickly and answer the following

multiple-choice questions.

great balis of fire

In the first of a new series, Alan Watts tackles the science of thunder and lightning

A Despite our modern sophistication and advanced
warning systems, the thunderstorm still
provokes a primitive dread in most people. It is
not only our helplessness in the face of nature’s
wrath that produces fear, but also the eerie
listlessness that settles over animals, birds and
people in the build-up to a storm. Yet the kind of
storm with a sultry calm before its arrival is just
one of many kinds of thunderstorm associated
with a particular kind of weather.

B The kinds of intense storms that develop on
hot sultry days are a mass of individual

storm cells.
‘cell-theory’ of storms .......... ‘multicell’
.......... ‘supercell’ .......... multicell

.......... daughter-cells ..........

C Then in spring, when the sun is warming the
earth but the air is still cool, great towering
cumulonimbus clouds often develop and
these can become thundery.

‘air-mass’ .......... thunderstorms
France .......... English Channel ..........

D If you’ve lived in the coastal regions of

southern Britain, then you’ll be acquainted
with a special kind of storm that comes up
from France a couple of times a year.

....................................................

Spanish plume storms sierras of Spain
‘sheet-lightning’.................................

....................................................

E Whatever the cause of a storm, there has to

be lightning .................cool
pressure waves ......... electric charge ......
raindrops ............ positively charged ......

........................ slivers of ice ............

F It is estimated that there are some 1,800

storms going on at any one time somewhere
in the world —mainly in the tropics —and that
the electric current induced by the lightning
from these compensates for the more-or-less
continuous drift of positive ions from the
ionosphere to the earth, so balancing the
atmosphere’s electric current.

SKILLS FOR 1ELTS: READING




