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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

Although there is much new material in this second edition, little need be
said by way of introduction. I therefore confine this space to a word about
citations and a listing of my literary debts.

Readers familiar with the first edition will note that I have added sev-
eral thousand new illustrative quotations, with full citations. This repre-
sents a significant change in approach.

When writing the first edition, I omitted citations for four reasons. First,
I was following the model of HW. Fowler's Modern English Usage (1926),
which simply quotes sentences from anonymous sources. (His earlier work,
The King’s English (1906), which he cowrote with his brother, F.G., named
sources such as The Times but gave no detailed citation.) Second, because
the quotations merely reflected what I was reading at the time, they came
predominantly from judicial opinions issued by Texas courts and the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit; having just completed a Fifth Circuit
clerkship as I finished the manuscript in 1985, I thought it would not be
particularly gracious of me, in a work of this kind, to cite a disproportion-
ately high percentage of Fifth Circuit opinions. Third, as I had begun prac-
ticing law in Texas, it seemed imprudent to cite the work of judges before
whom I might appear. Finally, the lawyers’ briefs from which I drew quota-
tions did not lend themselves to citation.

Although I still quote briefs without citing them, other sources are now
fully cited. Why? I now think it helpful to show sources—helpful both legally
and lexicographically—so I reject Fowler’s approach. Further, the citations
in this second edition represent a breadth that was unattainable for the
first edition, so I am satisfied that the sources from Texas and surrounding
states are only slightly overrepresented, if at all. Finally, I am satisfied that
the lexicographic value of citations outweighs the risk of offending someone
who has written something that might offend against the language.

I have tried to be dispassionate in my approach to citations. This means,
for example, that I have unfavorably cited my own work (see bequest), the
work of my grandfather (see feoff (C)), and the work of my mentor, Charles
Alan Wright (see disinterested). Of course, in Wright's case, there must be
100 other instances in which I quote him favorably.

One more thing about citations. I collected many of them before 1991,
when the Bluebook began to require first names for authors of books and
articles. This caused me no end of needless work, but there were finally a
few elusive citations for which neither I nor my research assistants—nor,
indeed, my allies in law libraries—could fill in the blanks. In those few
instances, ] made concessions to the shortness of life and followed the pre-
1991 Bluebook form.

Readers will find that this edition is much enriched with quotations not
only from cases, but also from books and other sources. The shame is that
it is not more enriched than it is, for in January 1991 a small lexicographic
catastrophe occurred—an event that will no doubt bedevil me for as long as
I care about lexicography. That month, I arranged to ship some 40 lawbooks
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from my office at the University of Texas to the American office of the Ox-
ford Dictionary Department. These books had been thoroughly marked up
for excerpting thousands of illustrative quotations, and they represented
several years of work. Mysteriously these books—which were to be returned
to me for use in preparing this edition—disappeared. They have never been
accounted for. And the work that went into marking them can probably
never be duplicated.

That loss, though, has been greatly outweighed by the tremendous help
I have received from dozens of friends and colleagues. My debts are vast. 1
must merely list them as an insolvent debtor might do, in schedule form.
Some of these friends have simply sent me comments and suggestions with-
out my ever having met them face to face. Others I have known for many
years, and I merely prevailed upon them to look over several entries within
their areas of expertise; luckily for me, no one ever seemed prevailed upon—

in fact, quite the opposite. They have all helped in splendid ways:

David Anderson
Michele M. Asprey
Hans W. Baade

J.H. Baker
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John A. Bell
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Richard S. Walinski
David M. Walker
Patricia H. Webb
Russell J. Weintraub
Carla Wheeler

Julie J. White

Sir David G.T. Williams

William R. Wilson
Sir Harry Woolf
Charles Alan Wright
Custis Wright
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If I've omitted anyone, as I must have, my apologies.

Perhaps my vastest debts are to David M. Walker, of Glasgow, and Bev-
erly Ray Burlingame, of Dallas. These fine scholars read the whole of my
first draft and gave detailed comments in the margins. I doubt that there is
a page in the book that hasn’t been improved by their work.

Law librarians have repeatedly come to my aid. I've received the most
help from Roy M. Mersky and his staff at the Tarlton Law Library in Aus-
tin. David Gunn in particular has generously run down countless sources
for me, with uncommon skill and verve. Likewise, the Southern Methodist
University Law Library has been extremely helpful. I cannot overstate how
important it was to my research when the director, Gail Daly, gave me two
card catalogues for storing lexicographic cards. (That may sound quaint in
the age of computers, but index cards remain indispensable to lexicogra-
phers everywhere.) Finally, Barbara Tearle and R.G. Logan of the Bodleian
Law Library, in Ozxford, kindly helped me track down some sources that
were otherwise inaccessible. As you might guess, I have never met a law
librarian I didn’t like.

I'm grateful to Dean Paul Regers of SM.U. Law School for allocating
research-assistant funds that made it possible for me to have all quotations
and citations verified. I don’t know another dean who would extend this
courtesy to a former faculty member, but S.M.U. is a special place.

I've benefited enormously from the teaching I've done in continuing legal
education, primarily through LawProse, Inc. From my LawProse col-
leagues—Betty S. Flowers and John R. Trimble, both English professors at
the University of Texas at Austin—I have learned a great deal. Many of the
new entries show the influence they have had on me: from Betty I have
learned more about the writing process, and from John I have learned more
about effective editing. John has also contributed useful terminology, such
as “miscues,” and is largely responsible for my about-face on the subject of
contractions.

I've also learned from the thousands of lawyers who have participated
in LawProse workshops on legal writing and legal drafting. Through ques-
tions and comments, many of these participants have given me a deeper
understanding of specific legal-linguistic issues.
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Preface to the Second Edition

The members of the H.W. Fowler Society—a loose organization 1
founded in order to monitor modern usage—have contributed dozens of ex-
amples and ideas for headwords. Most notably, John W. Velz, a great Shake-
spearean scholar and professor emeritus of English at the University of
Texas at Austin, has faithfully sent me hundreds of so-called gleanings. I
would not have entries such as the ones on wile away and wreckless if it
weren’t for him.

This edition owes much to Claude Conyers and Nancy Hoagland of Ox-
ford University Press. Time and again, Claude approved my requests for
extraordinary assistance of one kind or another. And Nancy is the author’s
dream of what a production editor should be: perfectionist and highly pro-
prietary in her approach to the book, but respectful on those rare occasions
when I perversely resisted her improvements.

I am much indebted to my wife, Teo, for all her support while I've la-
bored over this book. During my first week of law school in 1981, I told her
of my plan to write it—I even told her the name of it—and she didn’t laugh.
Indeed, she encouraged me. We also became engaged that week, and she
saw me beginning the work on 3-by-5 cards, which in the coming years
accumulated in mountainous piles. Between 1981 and 1987, she suppor-
tively watched the book materialize, and many entries have benefited—both
in the first edition and in this one—from her fine scholarly judgment.

When DMLU came out in 1987, our daughter Caroline had just been
born some six months earlier. There is a funny photograph of her sitting
beside the one-foot-tall pile of manuscript. Now she is eight, and her sister,
Alexandra, is three; meanwhile, the manuscript pile has doubled in size. As
my girls centinue to grow, I'm rather hoping that DMLU has reached its
full maturity. But I somehow doubt it.
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