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Preface

The purpose of this book is to develop and enhance college students’ abilities to
recognize, find out, make use of, and benefit from the plentiful resources on the Internet.

My reasons to write this book are threefold. First, to respond to the increasing
discussions on the issue of Internet literacy, which advocates that citizens of the Internet
Age acquire some degree of knowledge about the Internet and skills to produce and use
data from it. Those ignorant or devoid of such knowledge and skills are not qualified
citizens, and unfit for the novel environment of work, study and life in the Information
Age. Internet literacy is lavishly referred to as quality of net utilization and mandated in
China’s national curriculum standards of various levels. While such a quality is boiled
down to the crystal-clear requirement of Internet resource searching and using abilities in
the English curriculum standards for secondary schools, it is suggested in the English
curriculum standards for postsecondary institutions that optional courses be offered to
facilitate the students to cultivate and enhance such a quality. Whereas numerous articles
are documented on the issue, I observe no book-length treatment of the Internet literacy
issue for college students, not to say a textbook that relates to the specific requirements
in the nation’s English curriculum standards, hence my second motivation to write the
book. My third reason to embark on the writing of this book is firmly grounded on my
interest and research. In 1996, a conference on Internet and language teaching &
learning, the first of its kind in China, was convened in South China University of
Technology, which I attended with great delight. There I had the chance to hear, apart
from my teacher Prof. Shichun Gui, Prof. Christopher Candlin, who looked light of the
lengthy distance and made his journey to China from Australia. Inspired by the eloquent
speakers, 1 soon found myself an active user of the Internet to approach big names in the
discipline of pragmatics, John Searle, Jacob Mey, Dan Sperber, Robin Carston, Jef
Verschueren, Gabriel Kasper, Shoshana Blum-Kulka, Juliane House, Janet Holmes, to
mention only those with whom I enjoyed constant communications. In 1997, Modern

Foreign Languages was to publish a special issue on Internet and foreign language
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teaching and research (Internet Handbook for Foreign Language Teachers). For the first
time, I had the pleasure of coauthoring with my supervisor Prof. Ziran an article entitled
“Pragmatics on the Internet”. Not long after that, I received complimentary letters from
enthusiastic colleagues. Encouragements also came after I published my linguistics-
pragmatics website while a Visiting Professor at Wake Forest University (1998-2000),
which met immediate welcome. Further encouragement was prompted from surveys I
directed my graduate students to do over the past few years, which reported that most
college students and teachers claimed to have benefited from the use of Internet
resources, but issues such as “what to read”, and “where to read”, remain at large.
For instance, when asked of their favorite sites, many cited English Salon (http://
www. es123. com/ ), English Weekly (http;//www. ew. com. cn/index. htm) , Hongen
Online (http://www. hongen. com/eng/), English China (http.//www. englishchina.
com/), and 360ABC ( http;//www. 360abc. com/), and when asked why, they said
they did not know what other sites are better. The messages from these initial studies

were sufficiently clear: teachers and students alike, need timely guidance to avail
themselves of the net sources. Consequently, I proposed formal inquiries into the nature
and use of Internet resource since 2000, and was granted in a few projects, which have
been instrumental in helping me defining the framework and focal points of this book.

Conceiving things from the pedagogic point of view, I have tried to relate the
contents to the national syllabus and the requirements of national curriculum standards for
postsecondary institutions. In addition, every effort has been made to strike a balance
between presenting the resources and teaching the strategies of reaching such resources,
and between knowledge about the English language and abilities and skills to broaden
such knowledge via the Internet.

Speaking of the many links I have resorted to in an effort to furnish the students for
reaching the rich contents of their own interests, I am obliged to make a special note at
this point. I must say that I have meticulously assessed all available links, and selected
the better from the good, and been cautious enough to ensure that all the links are
academic-centered, instead of being otherwise, not to say being dirty or containing
unhealthy contents which seem to be bombarding the net environment at present. But due
to the fact that Internet technology still remains premature at large as to block dirty
contents from surfacing, and that all websites are subject to updating and change, there
may at times be intrusions of links or popping-ups with unhealthy contents in. When this




does occur, which is beyond my control, I apologize for the inconvenience, and candidly
invite timely alerter from the users so that due changes may be made in the future
revision.

This book contains seven chapters. Chapter One discusses the nature of Internet
reading. I believe that how we perceive things will largely determine how we are to
perform things. Hence the chapter helps to framework the book. Chapter Two depicts the
features of Internet language. In particular, words, abbreviations, and code-switching
are analyzed. Chapter Three illustrates the tools of Internet resourcing and principles for
choosing readings. Chapter Four and Five respectively deal with the English language
knowledge and skills. Chapter Six focuses on the resourcing of 10 elective courses such
as Linguistics, Stylistics, Lexicology, English Literature. The last chapter, Chapter
Seven, portrays how to promote ourselves on the Internet.

No single work is free from debt to the others. I wish to acknowledge my gratitude to
the following persons and organization that assisted me in accomplishing this book. Dr.
Chen Jianping, VPAA of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, for comments on the
proposal, and the manuscript of the book; Li Fengxi of Chongging University Press for
timely communications at the embryonic stage of the book; Han Jie of Chongging
University Press, for his editorial craftsmanship; Guangxi Normal University for
fuishing me time for research in the U.S. (2004; 2005); Dr. Lemuel Berry, Jr.,
VPAA of University of New England for hosting my visits (2002; 2004 ) and using the
Jack S. Ketchum Library; University of North Carolina at Greensboro for using the
Jackson Library; my wife Fengrong Liao, and my son Zhipeng Liu, for granting me the
away-from-home trips, forever understanding, unfailing support, and endless love.

Jacob Bronowski (1973:153) once said, “That is the essence of science: ask an
impertinent question, and you are on the way to the pertinent answer. ” I believe to have
provided some clues for an impertinent question. But I am extending an invitation to
those who anticipate to further the conversation on the impertinent question in this book.

E-mail me at; shaozhong liu@ yahoo. com or szliu@ mailbox. gxnu. edu. cn. I promise a
response.

Shaozhong Liu, Ph.D.
University of North Carolina, Greensboro
04/14/2006
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