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Public speaking as a means of communication has evolved through an
enormously long historical phase since it was named rhetoric originally.
Rhetoric was at the center of the educational process in western Europe for
some 2000 years.

Traditionally , rhetoric referred to the systematic study of oratory and
applied to the principles of training communicators of almost all kinds, es-
pecially orators for debate, in classical Greece and Rome. Therefore, it
was also called by Aristotle the art of persuasion. Rhetoric was then taught
to their citizens and was regarded as the essence of educational process.
Every educated person was assumed to be able to use rhetoric as a skill.
People with excellent performance of public speaking were usually re-
vered.

Oratory, the practice of public speaking, was originally divided into
three types: legal (or forensic), political, and ceremonial according to its
different roles. Legal oratory was the most characteristic type in ancient
Athens, where the litigants, according to the law, should defend their own
causes by means of public speaking. So public speaking was then related

to many vital issues; orators often became voice of political or



social history.

Among the classical orators in that era, Demosthenes (384 - 322
B.C.)® and Cicero ( 106 —~43 B. C. ) gained the greatest reputations.
Cicero was the foremost forensic orator in the first century B. C. of ancient
Rome. His arguments would show a command of analysis and logic and
great skill in motivating his audience. His legal and political speeches ex-
erted a lasting influence on later western oratory and prose style, and are
still regarded as models of Latin diction today.

In modern times, when mutual understanding and cooperation have
become far more important, public speaking is more widely and frequently
practised. In many situations, people inform or persuade each other large-
ly by speaking publicly.

Today, more people have realized the importance of public speaking
and made conscious effort to develop the ability to speak in public. In
some developed countries like America, courses in public speaking or
some similar courses are commonly offered in universities. The students
are required or encouraged to take the courses. There are also special
clubs and journals of public speaking in those countries. In China public
speaking has also become very flourishing in recent years. For instance,
contests of public speaking in different languages including Chinese are of-
ten organized for college or middle school students at different levels; pub-
lications such as books or magazines on public speaking are also available.
More and more Chinese people have become interested in public speaking
~ and therefore participated in public speaking activities. However, to un-
derstand the importance and value of public speaking still deserves atten-
tion. The questions like “ Why do we bother to learn public speaking?”
“What benefit can public speaking bring?” are still worthy to be dis-
cussed.

Public speaking is not a privilege of a small group of people. There is
a wrong assumption that public speaking has little to do with ordinary peo-

ple; it is exclusively associated with people like statesmen, diplomats,



